
® Test Practice
Common Core State Standards Practice Test

Montana Edition 
Grade 1

The state of Montana has adopted the Common Core State Standards in English Language 
Arts and Mathematics.  

In addition, Montana has adopted state-specific standards that make up no more than 15% of 
the total. Some items on this practice test are based on these state-specific standards. These 
questions are identified by a black circle around the item number, as shown below.

 = Montana Standards Question

In first grade, Montana’s standards encourage students:

•	 To read texts by or about American Indians.

For more information:
Common Core State Standards Initiative:  
http://www.corestandards.org/

Montana Office of Public Instruction, Montana Common Core Standards and Assessments:   
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php
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Race With Buffalo 
A story of the Cheyenne of the Great Plains

Once, all animals were the same color. They had not painted their faces. 
Everyone was at peace. But, Buffalo wanted to be chief. The People wanted to be 
chief, too.

Buffalo asked the People to race. The winner would be chief. Since buffaloes 
have four legs and people have only two, the People asked to choose another 
animal to race for them. Buffalo agreed. The People chose Bird to race: 
Hummingbird, Meadowlark, Hawk, and Magpie. Slender Buffalo, the fastest of all 
buffaloes, would race for her kind.

All the other animals wanted to race, too. They painted their faces.  Skunk 
painted a white stripe. Raccoon painted black circles around his eyes and tail.

The race was held at the edge of the Black Hills at the place known as Buffalo 
Gap. Hummingbird took the lead first. But, her wings were so small that she fell 
behind. Slender Buffalo passed Meadowlark and Hawk.

It looked like Slender Buffalo would win. Then, from behind, came Magpie. He 
was not a quick starter. But, his wings beat steady and true. His heart was strong. 
Slender Buffalo looked at Magpie. Magpie’s eyes stayed fixed on the finish line. 

Raccoon, who had left the race early, stood at the finish line. He held out his 
tiny hands to touch the winner. Slender Buffalo thundered along, leaning her great 
nose forward. Magpie swooped ahead. His wing touched Raccoon’s hand first. 

The People had won the race! After that day, Buffalo ate grass and People 
became great hunters, the chief of all animals.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Part 1: Reading Literature
Directions:	Read the story. Mark the best answers to the questions that follow.

MONTANA EDITION
Grade 1 Common Core State Standards Practice Test
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1.	 Who took the place of the 
People in the race? 

	 A	 Slender Buffalo
	 B	 Bird
	 C	 Skunk

2.	 This story explains 

	 F	 why birds fly.
	 G	 why people are chief of all 

animals.
	 H	 why raccoons have striped 

tails.

3.	 Which is true about Magpie? 

	 A	 He was a quick starter.
	 B	 He did not touch Raccoon’s 

hand.
	 C	 He won the race.

4.	 Which word best describes 
Magpie? 

	 F	 strong
	 G	 slender
	 H	 thundering

5.	 When Magpie’s eyes stayed 
fixed, his eyes were 

	 A	 unmoving.
	 B	 moving.
	 C	 tired.

6.	 This story 

	 F	 is a true story about real 
life.

	 G	 gives facts and information.
	 H	 is a fictional story about 

made-up characters.

7.	 Who tells the story? 

	 A	 Magpie
	 B	 Raccoon
	 C	 a narrator

8.	 Why was Slender Buffalo 
chosen to race?

	 F	 because she had a great 
nose

	 G	 because she disliked the 
People

	 H	 because she was the 
fastest of her kind

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Part 1: Reading Literature (cont.)
Directions:	Use the story you read on page 1 to choose the best answers to the 

questions.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Glossary

Part 2: Reading Informational Text
Directions:	Read the text. Mark the best answers to the questions.

Nighttime Helpers
What are bats?

Bats are the only flying mammals on Earth. There are more than 900 kinds of 
bats. Some bats are only 1.3 inches (3.3 centimeters) long. Some are more than 
16 inches (40 centimeters) long. Bats have very good hearing. Their strong claws 
help them hang upside down in their roosts.

How do bats help us?

Bats help people in many ways. One way is by keeping the number of insects 
low. Most bats eat insects at night. They eat mosquitoes, mayflies, and moths. Bats 
also help farmers. As they fly, they pollinate plants and spread their seeds.

mammals (noun): warm-blooded animals with backbones, 
hair or fur, and milk for feeding their young

pollinate (verb): to spread tiny pollen grains that fertilize a plant  
and help it grow

roosts (noun): resting places where birds or other animals perch

seeds (noun): parts of plants from which new plants can grow

1.	 How many kinds of bats are 
there?

	 A	 less than 100
	 B	 about 500
	 C	 more than 900

2.	 Bats have a very good sense of

	 F	 sight.
	 G	 taste.
	 H	 hearing.

seeds
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Part 2: Reading Informational Text (cont.)
Directions:	Use the text you read on page 3 to choose the best answers to the 

questions.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

3.	 This text is about

	 A	 insects.
	 B	 mammals.
	 C	 bats.

4.	 How long are the largest bats?

	 F	 16 inches
	 G	 16 feet
	 H	 16 centimeters

5.	 How do bats help people?

	 A	 They have good hearing.
	 B	 They eat mosquitoes and 

other insects.
	 C	 They drink milk.

6.	 How are bats different from other 
mammals?

	 F	 They have fur.
	 G	 They have strong claws.
	 H	 They fly.

7.	 A mammal is a type of 

	 A	 tree.
	 B	 animal.
	 C	 seed.

8.	 A roost is a

	 F	 place where animals rest.
	 G	 place where animals swim.
	 H	 place where animals fly.

9.	 Why are some words in bold 
type?

	 A	 Their meanings are given in 
the glossary.

	 B	 They are types of bats.
	 C	 They are titles.

10.	 Which sentence tells what the 
second paragraph is about?

	 F	 Bats also help farmers.
	 G	 Most bats eat insects at 

night.
	 H	 Bats help people in many 

ways.
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Part 2: Reading Informational Text (cont.)
Directions:	Use the text you read on page 3 to choose the best answers to the 

questions.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

11.	 What is a way that bats help us?

	 A	 They fly.
	 B	 They pollinate plants.
	 C	 They have fur.

12.	 What types of insects do bats 
eat?

	 F	 mosquitoes
	 G	 ants
	 H	 bees

13.	 Which word begins most of the 
sentences in the text?

	 A	 Some
	 B	 They
	 C	 Bats

14.	 Which punctuation mark ends 
most of the sentences?

	 F	 .
	 G	 ?
	 H	 ,

15.	 What helps bats hang upside 
down?

	 A	 their strong claws
	 B	 their good hearing
	 C	 their small size

16.	 To pollinate means to

	 F	 help plants grow.
	 G	 help bats fly.
	 H	 help bats eat.

17.	 What can you tell about seeds 
from the picture that is not in the 
text?

	 A	 Seeds are part of flowering 
plants.

	 B	 Seeds have different 
shapes.

	 C	 New plants grow from 
seeds.

18.	 What is the first paragraph 
about?

	 F	 how bats help us
	 G	 how bats look and act
	 H	 what bats eat
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Part 3: Writing
Directions:	On a separate sheet of paper, write a response to each prompt. 

Include all the parts in the checklists.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

1.	 Write an Opinion

Write about your favorite book. 
Tell why you like the book. Tell why 
someone else should like it, too.

Checklist:

Read what you wrote. Did you 
remember to do the following?

			   Yes	 No

Introduce the topic.	 o	 o

State what you think.	 o	 o

Give a reason for  
	 what you think.	 o	 o

Write a good ending.	 o	 o

2.	 Write to Inform

Write about an animal you know. Tell 
how it looks and acts.

Checklist:

Read what you wrote. Did you 
remember to do the following?

			   Yes	 No

Introduce the topic.	 o	 o

Give facts about your  
	 topic.	 o	 o

Write an ending that  
	 makes sense.	 o	 o

3.	 Write a Narrative

Write about a time you spent with an 
important person in your life. Tell what 
happened in order.

Checklist:

Read what you wrote. Did you 
remember to do the following?

			   Yes	 No

Include important  
	 events in order.	 o	 o

Use details to help the  
	 reader understand what  
	 happened.	 o	 o

Use words like next or  
	 then to explain the  
	 order of events.	 o	 o

Write an ending that  
	 makes sense.	 o	 o
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Part 4: Language
Directions:	Choose the word that best fits in the blank.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

1.	 My dog’s name is _________ .

	 A	 Peanut
	 B	 a dog
	 C	 dog’s

2.	 My dog _________ a lot.

	 F	 bark
	 G	 barks
	 H	 barking

3.	 That dog is _________ .

	 A	 me
	 B	 mine
	 C	 their

4.	 Yesterday, my cat _________ a 
tree.

	 F	 climb
	 G	 will climb
	 H	 climbed

5.	 My dog is _________ . 

	 A	 smartly
	 B	 smarting
	 C	 smart

6.	 My cat is lazy, _________ my dog 
is lazier.

	 F	 so
	 G	 but
	 H	 because

7.	 My cat can climb any of 
_________ trees. 

	 A	 an
	 B	 that
	 C	 those

8.	 We ran _________ the house.

	 F	 during
	 G	 toward
	 H	 after
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Part 4: Language (cont.)
Directions:	Choose the word that best fits in the blank or choose the best answer 

to the question.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

9.	 What could make your dog 
bark?

	 A	 My dog barks to tell us 
when someone is here.

	 B	 I like to play with my dog 
outside.

	 C	 My dog hardly ever barks 
during the day.

10.	 My birthday is the first day of the 
month of _________ .

	 F	 may
	 G	 month
	 H	 May

11.	 My sister’s name is _________ .

	 A	 Alice
	 B	 alice
	 C	 Sister’s

12.	 Choose a punctuation mark to 
end the sentence.

	 When will the game end ____

	 F	 .
	 G	 !
	 H	 ?

13.	 Choose a punctuation mark to 
end the sentence.

	 I can’t believe our team won the 
game ____

	 A	 .
	 B	 !
	 C	 ?

14.	 Jamal got a new backpack. It is 
_________ backpack.

	 F	 Jamal’s
	 G	 Jamals
	 H	 jamals’

15.	 Which noun should begin with a 
capital letter?

	 A	 boat
	 B	 september
	 C	 school

16.	 Tomorrow, our class will 
_________ a special visitor.

	 F	 has
	 G	 had
	 H	 have
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Part 4: Language (cont.)
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

17.	 Choose the sentence with 
correct punctuation.

	 A	 My brother’s birthday is 
August 1 2008.

	 B	 My brother’s birthday is 
August 1, 2008.

	 C	 My brother’s birthday is 
August, 1 2008.

18.	 Choose the sentence with 
correct punctuation.

	 F	 I have a dog, a cat, and a 
bird.

	 G	 I have a dog a cat and a 
bird.

	 H	 I have a dog a cat, and a 
bird.

19.	 Choose the sentence with 
correct spelling.

	 A	 My best friend would like to 
come.

	 B	 My best freind wood lik to 
come.

	 C	 My best frend would like to 
com.

20.	 Choose the sentence with 
correct spelling.

	 F	 When duz the game bagin?
	 G	 When does the game 

begine?
	 H	 When does the game 

begin?

21.	 Choose the phrase that best 
helps you know what the 
underlined word means.

	 A calico cat is a special type of 
cat whose fur is three different 
colors.

	 A	 special type of cat
	 B	 three different colors
	 C	 whose fur is

22.	 Choose the phrase that has 
a similar meaning as the 
underlined word.

	 I dislike winter.

	 F	 don’t like
	 G	 really like
	 H	 used to like
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Part 4: Language (cont.)
Directions:	For numbers 23–26, choose the word that best fits in the blank.

Directions:	For numbers 27–30, choose the group that all the words fit into.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

23.	 I am _________ for my pencil.

	 A	 look
	 B	 looked
	 C	 looking

24.	 I got a short _________ at my 
birthday present before it was 
wrapped.

	 F	 glare
	 G	 stare
	 H	 peek 

25.	 My surprise was spoiled 
_________ I saw my present 
before the party.

	 A	 so
	 B	 because
	 C	 but

26.	 After doing nothing all day, I felt 
_________ .

	 F	 dull
	 G	 tired
	 H	 bored

27.	 cats, dogs, birds, reptiles

	 A	 plants
	 B	 fish
	 C	 animals

28.	 bats, birds, insects

	 F	 animals that fly
	 G	 animals that have feathers
	 H	 animals that swim

29.	 cup, mug, bottle

	 A	 containers for bread
	 B	 containers for drinks
	 C	 containers for fruit

30.	 jacket, hat, gloves

	 F	 clothes to wear to bed
	 G	 dress-up clothes
	 H	 clothes to wear outside
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Part 1: Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

1.	 Marcus has 5 pens. He gets 3 
more pens. How many pens 
does Marcus have in all?

	 A	 5
	 B	 8
	 C	 2

2.	 Jeannie has 3 apples, 2 oranges, 
and 4 pears in a bowl. How many 
pieces of fruit does she have in 
all?

	 F	 9
	 G	 7
	 H	 8

3.	 Which is a related subtraction 
fact for 11 – 5 = 6?

	 A	 16 – 11 = 5
	 B	 11 – 6 = 5
	 C	 6 – 5 = 1

4.	 Which has the same missing 
number? 
	 9 + o = 15

	 F	 o – 15 = 9
	 G	 15 + 9 = o
	 H	 15 – 9 = o

5.	 Which equation shows counting 
on 2 more from 10?

	 A	 10 – 2 = 8
	 B	 10 + 2 = 12
	 C	 10 + 10 = 20

6.

	 F	 10
	 G	 12
	 H	 14

7.

	 A	 7
	 B	 3
	 C	 9

8.	 Which equation is true?

	 F	 8 + 9 = 10 + 6
	 G	 10 – 3 = 3 + 5
	 H	 2 + 7 = 16 – 7

4
+  8

13
–  6
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Part 1: Operations and Algebraic Thinking (cont.)
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

9.	 What is the missing number? 
	 14 – o = 8

	 A	 6
	 B	 4
	 C	 8

10.	 What is the missing number? 
	 o + 3 = 12

	 F	 8
	 G	 10
	 H	 9

11.	 8 + 8 = o
	 A	 14
	 B	 16
	 C	 18

12.	 8 – 6 = o
	 F	 4
	 G	 3
	 H	 2

13.	 Which equation is true?

	 A	 9 + 1 = 12 – 2
	 B	 4 + 3 = 7 – 1 
	 C	 8 + 3 = 4 + 6

14.	 Which has the same missing 
number? 
	 10 – o = 4

	 F	 4 + 10 = o
	 G	 4 + o = 10
	 H	 o – 10 = 4

15.	 Which is a related addition fact 
for this equation? 
	 2 + 3 = 5

	 A	 2 + 5 = 7
	 B	 3 + 2 = 5
	 C	 3 + 5 = 8

16.	 Julie has 5 pennies, 3 dimes, and 
7 nickels. How many coins does 
she have in all?

	 F	 10
	 G	 12
	 H	 15
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Part 1: Operations and Algebraic Thinking (cont.)
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

17.	 Juan has 10 flowers blooming in 
his front yard. Lisa has 3 fewer 
flowers blooming in her front 
yard. How many flowers are 
blooming in Lisa’s front yard?

	 A	 7
	 B	 3
	 C	 13

18.

		  4 + 7 = o
	 F	 11
	 G	 9
	 H	 3

19.	 Jared has 6 rubber bands. Amy 
gives him 3 more rubber bands. 
How many rubber bands does 
Jared have now?

	 A	 6
	 B	 9
	 C	 3

20.	 1 + 14 = o
	 F	 14
	 G	 8
	 H	 15

21.	 Which equation is true?

	 A	 4 + 9 = 13
	 B	 9 + 8 = 15
	 C	 10 – 6 = 5

22.	 What is the missing number? 
	 o + 8 = 13

	 F	 3
	 G	 5
	 H	 6

23.	 Which has the same missing 
number? 
	 12 – 5 = o

	 A	 5 + 12 = o
	 B	 5 + o = 12
	 C	 o – 12 = 5

24.	 Mr. Torrez bought 3 onions, 5 
peppers, and 5 potatoes. How 
many vegetables did he buy?

	 F	 5
	 G	 13
	 H	 18
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Part 2: Number and Operations in Base Ten
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

1.	 How do you write the number 
thirty-nine using numerals?

	 A	 139
	 B	 39
	 C	 13

2.	 How many tens and ones are 
shown in the image below?

	 F	 2 tens
	 G	 2 tens and 6 ones
	 H	 1 ten and 6 ones

3.	 Which number is equal to 1 ten 
and 5 ones?

	 A	 15
	 B	 6
	 C	 10

4.	 Which number is equal to 8 
tens?

	 F	 18
	 G	 80
	 H	 8

5.	 Which words make the statement 
true? 
	 73  ____  37

	 A	 is less than
	 B	 is greater than
	 C	 is equal to

6.	 12 + 7 = o
	 F	 5
	 G	 19
	 H	 15

7.	 What number is 10 more than 
64?

	 A	 74
	 B	 54
	 C	 65

8.

	 F	 30
	 G	 40
	 H	 70

70
– 30
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Part 2: Number and Operations in Base Ten (cont.)
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

9.	 What is the sum of 93 pencils 
plus the pencils below?

	 A	 114
	 B	 81
	 C	 105

10.	 Which has 4 ones and 5 tens?

	 F	 54
	 G	 45
	 H	 9

11.	 Which symbol makes the 
statement true?

		  41  ____  48

	 A	 =
	 B	 >
	 C	 <

12.	 23 + 50 = o
	 F	 53
	 G	 70
	 H	 73

13.	 Which is 10 less than 87?

	 A	 97
	 B	 86
	 C	 77

14.	 Which number shows the 
difference?

	 F	 20
	 G	 30
	 H	 50

15.	 Which symbol makes the 
statement true?

		  79  ___  81

	 A	 <
	 B	 =
	 C	 >

16.	 Which number shows the sum?

	 F	 73
	 G	 63
	 H	 83
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Part 2: Number and Operations in Base Ten (cont.)
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

17.	 Which word is the number 14?

	 A	 four
	 B	 fourteen
	 C	 forty

18.	 Which is the same as 63?

	 F	 6 tens and 3 ones
	 G	 3 tens and 6 ones
	 H	 63 tens and 0 ones

19.	 Which number is 10 more than 
31? 

	 A	 41
	 B	 40
	 C	 21

20.	 What symbol makes the 
statement true?

		  56  _____  53

	 F	 =
	 G	 <
	 H	 >

21.	 Which number is equal to 4 tens 
and 9 ones?

	 A	 94
	 B	 49
	 C	 13

22.

	 F	 63
	 G	 23
	 H	 43

23.	 65 – 10 = o
	 A	 75
	 B	 55
	 C	 50

24.	 Which shows the number 
seventy-two?

	 F	 702
	 G	 72
	 H	 27

43
+ 20
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Part 3: Measurement and Data
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

1.	 Which statement is true?

	 A	 The  is longer.

	 B	 The  is longer.

	 C	 The  and the  are the 

same length.

2.	 What time does the clock show?

	 F	 8:00

	 G	 6:00

	 H	 7:00

3.	 How many blocks long is the 
pencil?

	 A	 6 blocks
	 B	 7 blocks
	 C	 8 blocks

4.	 How many  long is the 
domino?

	 F	 3
	 G	 2
	 H	 4

5.	 Which shows the same time as 
this clock?

	 A	

	 B	

	 C	

6.	 Which is a way to show the time 
five thirty?

	 F	 5:00
	 G	 5:30
	 H	 4:30

3:30

3:00

2:00
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Part 3: Measurement and Data (cont.)
Directions:	Use the graph to answer numbers 7–10.

MATHEMATICS

7.	 How many flowers are in the 
garden?

	 A	 12
	 B	 10
	 C	 15

8.	 How many more yellow flowers 
are there than blue flowers?

	 F	 3
	 G	 4
	 H	 2

9.	 How many red flowers are in the 
garden?

	 A	 5
	 B	 3
	 C	 4

10.	 How many fewer red flowers are 
there than yellow flowers?

	 F	 4
	 G	 2
	 H	 3

11.	 Which shows the cups in order 
from tallest to shortest?

	 A	

	 B	

	 C	

12.	 How many  long is the 
book?

	 F	 3
	 G	 5
	 H	 4

Directions:	For numbers 11–12, choose the best answer for the question.

Blue

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Yellow

Red

Flowers in the Garden



Published by Spectrum. Copyright protected. 704247 Spectrum Montana Test Practice 119

Name_______________________________________________    Date________________________

Part 4: Geometry
Directions:	Choose the best answer for each question.

MATHEMATICS

1.	 Which has the same shape?

	 A

	 B

	 C

2.	 Which picture is split in equal 
halves?

	 F

	 G

	 H

3.	 Which has the same number of 
sides?

	 A

	 B

	 C

4.	 Which picture is split in equal 
fourths?

	 F

	 G

	 H

5.	 Which shape is a quarter 
shaded?

	 A

	 B

	 C

6.	 Which has the same number of 
sides?

	 F

	 G

	 H
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Part 4: Geometry (cont.)
Directions:	Use the picture to help you choose answers for numbers 7–10.

MATHEMATICS

7.	 How many  are in the picture?

	 A	 3
	 B	 4
	 C	 5

8.	 How many  are in the 
picture?

	 F	 3
	 G	 2
	 H	 1

9.	 How many  are in the picture?

	 A	 1
	 B	 2
	 C	 3

10.	 How many  are in the picture?

	 F	 1
	 G	 2
	 H	 3

11.	 Which shape is divided into 
quarters?

	 A

	 B

	 C

12.	 Which shape is half shaded?

	 F

	 G

	 H

Directions:	For numbers 11–12, choose the best answer for the question.
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