
Schools in most U.S. states have adopted Common 
Core State Standards for English Language Arts and 

Mathematics, raising the bar for student achievement. 

What are these new learning standards, and how can you help your 
child succeed in today’s standards-based classroom? Discover the 
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Understanding Details

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.1, L.2.1d

Read the story.

The Ants and the Cookie

One day, two ants went exploring. They came across two giant cookies.
“These cookies are huge!” said the f irst ant.
“One of these cookies would feed my whole family for a month,” said the 

second ant. “But, how can little ants like us carry such big cookies like these?”
“It seems impossible!” said the f irst ant. “But, I must try.”
So, the f irst ant started to tug and pull at one cookie. Suddenly, a tiny piece 

broke off.
“I am going to take this piece back to my family,” said the f irst ant.
“You go ahead,” said the second ant. “I’m not going to waste my time on such a 

small piece of cookie. I will f ind a way to take the whole cookie back to my family.”
So, the f irst ant went home with her small piece of cookie. Soon, the f irst ant 

returned. She found the second ant still pushing and shoving the other cookie, but 
he was unable to move it. Again, the f irst ant broke off a small piece of cookie and 
took it back home. This went on for most of the day. The f irst ant kept carrying 
small pieces of cookie back to her family until she had moved the entire cookie. 
The second ant f inally tired of trying to complete a task that seemed too big to do. 
She went home with nothing.
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Understanding Details

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.1, L.2.1d

When your child tells you a story, put on your reporter’s hat and 
interview your child, asking questions that begin with who, what, 
where, when, why, and how. Invite your child to ask questions about 
your stories, too.

When your child tells you a story, put on your reporter’s hat and 

where
your stories, too.

Helping

at Home

Answer the questions.

 1. How did the f irst ant carry the cookie home?
 A. She dragged it.
 B. She carried a little bit at a time.
 C. She ate most of it f irst.

 2. What happened to the second ant?
 A. She got tired of trying and quit.
 B. She carried the cookie home.
 C. She ate the cookie.

Write the past tense of each verb (action word).

 3. come  ____________________  4. say  ____________________

 5. feed  ____________________  6. take  ____________________

 7. go  ____________________  8. break  ____________________

 9. keep  ____________________  10. bite  ____________________

CD-734045CI Gr2.indd   11 12/9/14   1:31 PM
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Helping

at Home

Finding the Central Message

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.2, RL.2.6

When your child watches an episode of a favorite TV show, ask him 
or her to state the main message of the show. Prompt your child by 
asking him or her to think about what the main character learned 
during the course of the story.

Read the story. Identify the lesson, or moral, of the story. Then, read each 
description. Decide if it describes the City Mouse, the Country Mouse, or both 
mice. Write an X in the correct box.

City Mouse, Country Mouse
Once upon a time, a city mouse went to visit her friend in the country. The 

country mouse had spent the day gathering grain and dried pieces of corn 
to greet her friend with a nice meal. The city mouse was surprised to f ind her 
poor friend living in a cold tree stump and eating such scraps. So, she invited the 
country mouse to visit her in the city. The country mouse agreed.

The country mouse could not believe her eyes when she arrived! Her friend 
lived in a warm hole behind the f ireplace of a large home. She was even surprised 
to f ind all of the f ine foods that were left behind after a party the night before. 
The country mouse wished that she could live in the city as well.

Suddenly, the family’s cat ran in and chased the two mice away. He nearly 
caught the country mouse with his sharp claws. As the friends raced back to the 
mouse hole, the country mouse said, “I’m sorry, friend, but I would rather live a 
simple life eating grain and corn than live a fancy life in fear!” The country mouse 
went back home.

 1. What is the moral of the story? ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

Description City Mouse Country Mouse

She feasted daily on f ine foods.
She would rather have a simple, safe life.
She gathered grain and corn.
She lived in a large house.
She was surprised by all of the f ine foods.
She lived in a warm place.
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Helping

at Home

Thinking About Character Responses

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.3

Choose a story your child knows well, such as “Sleeping Beauty” or 
“Star Wars.” Think of a new plot twist for the story, such as a big storm 
or someone getting lost. How might each of the characters respond to 
the event? Why? 

Read the story. Answer each question with a complete sentence.

No Broken Friendship

Matthew and Brandon have been best friends since kindergarten.  One day, 
when Brandon was playing at Matthew’s house, Brandon jumped from the swing set 
and landed in a strange way. “My arm!” he shouted. One look at Brandon’s arm told 
Matthew that it was broken.

Brandon’s parents took him to the hospital where the doctor took an X-ray of 
his arm. The doctor put a blue cast on his arm and told Brandon that his bones 
would grow back in place. He also reminded Brandon not to take any risks, such as 
playing too roughly, during the next eight weeks.

The next day, Brandon took his X-ray to school and told the class his story. They 
had many questions, and Brandon answered them as best as he could. Matthew 
asked, “Do you want to play tic-tac-toe instead of wall ball at recess today?”

“Great idea!” Brandon answered.

 1. How did Brandon respond to his mishap? ______________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 2. How did the doctor respond? __________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 3. How did Matthew respond? __________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

Characters respond to major events and challenges in a story. They show action 
and emotion when they respond to events.
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Helping

at Home

Rhythmic Words

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.4

Look carefully at the words in the poem. Ask your child to circle 
rhyming words and underline words that repeat. Notice together that 
the poem’s lines alternate between long and short. Read other poems 
together, observing similar patterns.

This poem has the rhythm of a swing going back and forth. Read the poem aloud 
to someone. Try to read it with the rhythm of a swing.

The Swing

How do you like to go up in a swing,
Up in the air so blue?
Oh, I do think it is the pleasantest thing
Ever a child could do!

Up in the air and over the wall,
Till I can see so wide,
Rivers and trees and cattle and all
Over the countryside—

Till I look down on the garden green,
Down on the roof so brown—
Up in the air I go f lying again,
Up in the air and down!

Robert Louis Stevenson
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Helping

at Home

Story Events

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.1, RL.2.5, RL.2.6

Ask your child to tell you one thing that happened in the middle of 
the story. Ask other questions about the story, too. Ask, “Who are the 
characters in this story? On what day does the story take place?”

Read the story. Answer each question with a complete sentence.

The Gift
“Happy Mother’s Day,” Nathan said. Nathan gave his 

mom a large box with a pretty bow.
“What is it?” his mother asked. 
“You have to guess,” Nathan said. “I’ll give you a 

hint. It’s soft and blue.”
“Can I wear it?” his mother asked.
“Yes,” Nathan said.
“I think I know,” his mother said. She opened the 

box. “Thank you! It is just what I wanted,” she said.
Nathan’s mom took the gift out of the box. She put 

it on over her head. She put her arms in the sleeves. It 
f it just right. Nathan’s mother gave him a big hug.

 1. How does the story begin? ________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 2. How does the story end? __________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Who said, “It is just what I wanted”? ______________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Who said, “I’ll give you a hint”? ____________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________
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Reading Dialogue

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.1, RL.2.6

Read the skit aloud with a partner. Read the words in quotes. Perform the words in 
italics.

Snow Fun
Joshua: “I think I see snowf lakes!”
Manuel: (surprised)“Really? Let me take a look.”
 (Manuel walks to the window.)
Joshua: “Do you see them? They are really falling now!”
Manuel: “You are right. The snow makes me want to play outside!”
Joshua: (smiles) “I think we should get dressed and build something.”
Manuel: “What should we build? A snowman?”
Joshua: “I know something better that we can build!”
Manuel: “What is it?”
Joshua: (excited ) “Let’s build a snow fort!”

Answer the questions.

 1. Who prefers to build a snowman? _________________________________________________

 2. Who prefers to build a snow fort? _________________________________________________

Helping

at Home

When you read aloud with your child, assign each character’s 
dialogue to a different reader. Invent a unique voice to use for each 
character. At times, stop reading and ask your child what his or her 
character might think about what is happening.

A skit is a short play. It is a dialogue between characters. 

16
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Comparing Stories

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.9

People from many cultures write stories in different languages but with similar 
themes. Read the stories from two different cultures. Then, answer the questions.

Cinderella
Once upon a time, there was a girl named Cinderella who lived with her mean 

stepmother and two evil stepsisters. The three women made Cinderella do all of 
the chores, and she was not allowed to leave the house.

A royal ball was planned, and all of the women in the town were invited to meet 
the prince. Cinderella’s stepmother locked her in a room so that she could not go 
to the ball. Cinderella’s animal friends found the key and unlocked the door. But, 
Cinderella did not have a dress to wear. She ran outside and cried.

A fairy godmother appeared. She magically gave Cinderella a dress and glass 
slippers. Cinderella looked beautiful! She rode to the ball in a carriage but could 
only stay until midnight. When she arrived, she was able to dance with the prince. 
Time went by quickly, and Cinderella had to leave. At midnight, her dress turned to 
rags! She ran and left a glass slipper on the stairs. The prince found it and kept it.

The prince’s father, the king, sent his squire to every home in the town. He 
needed to f ind the woman whose foot f it into the slipper. He came to Cinderella’s 
house, but Cinderella’s stepmother had locked her in a room. Thankfully, her animal 
friends helped her again. Cinderella ran downstairs to the squire and tried on the 
shoe. It f it, and she left to meet the prince. They lived happily ever after.

CD-734045CI Gr2.indd   17 12/9/14   1:32 PM
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Helping

at Home

Comparing Stories

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.9

Ask your child to compare his or her favorite movie with the favorite 
movie of a friend or sibling. What about the two stories is similar? 
What is different? How does the favorite movie of each person refl ect 
his or her personality and interests?

Yeh-Shen
There once was a girl named Yeh-Shen who was raised by her mean 

stepmother. As Yeh-Shen grew older, her stepmother made her do chores. The 
other daughters did not have to do any work, but Yeh-Shen did. 

There was a festival in town, and Yeh-Shen wanted to go. It was a special 
gathering where young people had fun. Yeh-Shen’s stepmother and her daughters 
went to the festival. They told Yeh-Shen she had to stay home. Yeh-Shen secretly 
went to the festival after she used magic f ish bones. The bones gave her a 
beautiful feathered dress and golden slippers. At the festival, the king saw Yeh-
Shen. As he moved toward her, Yeh-Shen had to run. Her stepmother was nearby! 
She left behind a golden slipper, and the king picked it up.

The king ordered his soldiers to search the kingdom for the mysterious woman 
with the golden slipper. Many women tried on the slipper, but no one could f it in 
the tiny shoe. Yeh-Shen went to the king’s pavilion in the night and asked to try on 
the slipper. It f it perfectly. The king soon married Yeh-Shen.

 1. How are Yeh-Shen and Cinderella similar? Write two complete sentences.

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 2. How are Yeh-Shen and Cinderella different? Write two complete sentences.

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________
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Helping

at Home

Story Settings

Language Arts: Reading Literature
Standard RL.2.7

Do an online search for images of paintings by the Dutch artist Jan 
Steen. Choose one to study with your child. Ask, “Who are the 
characters in the painting? Where are they? What are they doing? 
What happened before? What might happen next?”

Read the text. Then, use the information given to draw the settings that are 
described.

In the f ight to save his tribe’s land, Chief Seattle spoke of his desire to 
preserve the American land. In the book Brother Eagle, Sister Sky by Susan 
Jeffers (Puff in, 2002), Chief Seattle begs us to care for Earth as we would our 
mothers. He also questions what will become of all people if we do not. 

If people use the land wisely, Earth will always have beautiful forests, oceans, and 
deserts full of living plants and animals.

If our land becomes too polluted, we will lose natural beauty. Factories and 
electrical wires will replace the forests, oceans, and deserts. 

The setting is the place and time in which a story takes place. As a story unfolds, 
the setting may change. The setting gives the reader information about where 
the story happens.
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