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Strategy Find answers to questions you have about the story by looking back at the story  
Find answers stated directly in the story 

 1. What did Black Beauty’s mother say about each 
of his family members to prove he was “well-bred 
and wellborn”?

  His father

  His grandfather

  His grandmother

  His mother

 2. In your own words, write what you think “well-
bred and wellborn” means. 

 3. Select the word that best describes the attitude of 
Black Beauty’s mother.

	 	 A proud

	 	 B angry

	 	 C sad

	 	 D	carefree

  Write how you know.

 4. Why does Black Beauty’s mother tell Black Beauty 
that the other colts have not learned manners?

 5. What does it mean when Black Beauty’s mother 
says “do your work with goodwill”?

	 	 A	Work quickly and poorly 

	 	 B	Work many hours 

	 	 C	Work happily and well 

	 	 D	Work as little as possible 

Ask and Answer Questions
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, choose or write the best answer 

adapted from Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
 One day, when there was a good deal of kicking in the meadow, my mother whinnied to me to come 
to her  “I wish you to pay attention to what I am about to say  The colts who live here are very good colts, 
but they are cart-horse colts  They have not learned manners  
 “You have been well-bred and wellborn  Your father has a great name in these parts  Your grandfather 
won the cup two years in a row at the Newmarket Races  Your grandmother had the sweetest temper of 
any horse I have ever known  I think you have never seen me kick or bite  I hope you will grow up gentle 
and good and never follow bad ways  Do your work with goodwill, lift your legs up high when you trot, 
and never kick or bite, even in play ”

Test Tip Ask questions as you read to make sure you understand what is happening in 
the story  
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 1. What is the main problem in the story?

	 	 A	Tom did not know how to sing 

	 	 B	Tom needed another bucket 

	 	 C	Tom’s brush was not long enough 

	 	 D	Tom did not want to paint the fence  

 2. What does the word “whitewash” mean?

	 	 A	soap and water

	 	 B	white paint

	 	 C	cleaning solution

	 	 D snow in the face

 3. How were Tom’s feelings about Saturday different 
from the feelings of those around him?

 4. Why do you think Tom sat down after painting just 
one small streak?

	 	 A He was tired 

	 	 B	He was overwhelmed 

	 	 C	He was lazy 

	 	 D	He was finished 

  Choose two details from the story to support your 
answer to the question above.

	 	 A	“all gladness left him”

	 	 B “the far-reaching continent of fence” 

	 	 C “Thirty yards of board fence”

	 	 D “a deep sadness settled down”

 5. Why is Tom “discouraged” at the end of the story?

 6. Which word in the story shows how Tom feels?

	 	 A sighing

	 	 B cheer 

	 	 C surveyed

	 	 D bright

  Write how you know. 

Ask and Answer Questions
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, choose or write the best answer 

“The Fence” from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
 Saturday morning was come, and all the summer world was bright and fresh, and brimming with 
life  There was a song in every heart       there was cheer in every face and a spring in every step  Tom 
appeared on the sidewalk with a bucket of whitewash and a long-handled brush  He surveyed the 
fence, and all gladness left him and a deep sadness settled down on his spirit  Thirty yards of board 
fence nine feet high  Life to him seemed hollow, and existence but a burden  Sighing, he dipped his 
brush and passed it along the topmost plank; repeated the operation; did it again; compared the small 
streak with the far-reaching continent of fence, and sat down on a tree-box discouraged 

Strategy Read the story carefully, paying attention to details  Use exactly what the story 
says to answer questions  

Test Tip Many stories have problems that the characters must solve  Look for details 
about a problem to help you understand the story 
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 1. These events from the story are out of order. 
Write the numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 to retell the 
story in the correct order.

    One warm summer day, a fox was walking 
along 

   He tried standing on his tiptoes  

   No matter what he tried, the fox could not get   
    the grapes  

   He saw a bunch of grapes on a vine above him  

    He tried jumping to get the grapes  

   The fox thought cool, juicy grapes would taste  
    good  

   He walked away angrily  

    The fox muttered, “They were probably sour 
anyway!”

 2. In your own words, state the lesson of this story.

 3. Which detail supports the story’s lesson?

  A “fox wanted those grapes”

	 	 B “he saw a bunch of grapes”

	 	 C “grapes would taste so good”

	 	 D	“They were probably sour”

 4. Why did the fox say, “They were probably sour 
anyway”?

  A	The grapes did not look ripe 

	 	 B	The grapes were all wrinkled 

  C He couldn’t reach them 

	 	 D	He tasted one, and it was sour 

 5. In your own words, retell the fable. 

Strategy Find the central message or main idea in a story by putting all of the details in 
the story together 

The Fox and the Grapes by Aesop
 One warm summer day, a fox was walking along when he saw a bunch of grapes on a vine 
above him  Cool, juicy grapes would taste so good  The more he thought about it, the more the 
fox wanted those grapes  He tried standing on his tiptoes  He tried jumping high in the air  He 
tried getting a running start before he jumped  But no matter what he tried, the fox could not 
reach the grapes  As he angrily walked away, the fox muttered, “They were probably sour 
anyway!” Moral: A person (or fox) sometimes pretends that he does not want something he 
cannot have 

Recount Stories and Determine Theme
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, choose or write the best answer 

Test Tip Fables are stories that have lessons called morals  A moral is a lesson that 
teaches people how to act  The moral is the main idea of a fable 

1
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 1. These events from the story are out of order. 
Write the numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 to retell the 
story in the correct order.

  Sun and Moon lived together on Earth 

  Water soon came up to the roof 

  Water did not think he would fit in the house 

   Sun and Moon went up to the sky 

  Water was their best friend, but he didn’t visit 

  Sun built a very big house 

  Water came to visit with all his friends 

  Sun and Moon began to live in the sky 

 2. What is the main idea of this folktale?

	 	 A never invite Water to visit

	 	 B	Water has many friends

	 	 C	how fish and water animals live in oceans

	 	 D how the Sun and Moon came to be in the sky

  Write how you know. 

 3. Choose two details to support the main idea that 
you chose in question 2. 

	 	 A	“Water soon came up onto the roof”

	 	 B “Water was their best friend”

	 	 C “Water had too many friends”

	 	 D “Water was up to the Sun’s head”

 4. Write the detail that explains why Water would not 
fit in Sun and Moon’s house.  

 5. Retell the story in your own words. 

 6. How do you know this is a folktale?

Strategy Read the story and then retell the story in your own words  Retelling a story will 
help you know if you understand it or if you need to reread 

Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky
—Ghana folktale

 Many, many years ago, the Sun and the Moon lived together on the earth  Water was their best friend, 
and they often came to see him  But Water never went to see the Sun and the Moon in their house  The Sun 
asked Water why he didn’t visit  Water answered that he had too many friends and was afraid there would be 
no place for them in the Sun’s house  So, the Sun built a very big house and then asked Water to come to 
him  Water came with all the fish and water animals  Soon, Water was up to the Sun’s head and came higher 
and higher with all the fish and water animals  At last, Water was so high in the house that the Sun and the 
Moon went to the roof and sat there  Water soon came up onto the roof  What could the Sun and the Moon 
do? Where could they sit? They went up to the sky  They liked the place and began to live there 

Recount Stories and Determine Theme
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, choose or write the best answer 

Test Tip Folktales are stories that tell how things began in nature  The main idea of a 
folktale is usually how something began to happen  

8
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Describe Characters and Their Actions 
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, choose or write the best answer 

 1. What are Matthew and his brother doing in the 
story?

  Write how you know. 

 2. Why did Matthew’s heart jump into his throat?

 3. How are Matthew and his brother different?

	 	 A	Matthew was nervous; his brother was not 

	 	 B	Matthew’s brother was nervous; Matthew was 
 not 

	 	 C	Matthew’s brother hates roller coasters,    
 Matthew does not 

	 	 D Matthew loved roller coasters; his brother did   
 not 

 4. How did Matthew change at the end of the story?

  Write how you know. 

 5. Which two sentences best describe the character 
Matthew? 

	 	 A	He is willing to try new things 

	 	 B	He is not close with his brother 

	 	 C	He is afraid of new experiences 

	 	 D	He likes to do what his brother does 

 6. Would Matthew have gone on the bumpy ride if 
his brother weren’t with him? Write how you 
know.

Test Tip Stories and passages often give details that tell how characters feel  Look for 
words that describe feelings as you read 

Strategy As you read a story, look for details that describe characters—what they look like, 
what they think, how they feel, and what they do 

A Bumpy Ride
 I wasn’t very nervous when we first climbed into the car and strapped on our safety 
belts  I was sitting right next to my big brother  He had done this many times before  As 
we started to climb the hill, however, I could feel my heart jump into my throat  
 “Brian?” I asked nervously  “Is this supposed to be so noisy?”
 “Sure, Matthew,” Brian answered  “It always does that ”
 A minute later, we were going so fast down the hill I didn’t have time to think  A 
twist! A loop! A bunch of fast turns! Everyone around me screamed in delight  No 
wonder this was one of the most popular rides in the park  By the time the car pulled 
into the station and we got off the ride, I was ready to do it again!
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 1. What is this story about?

	 	 A	two teachers who love cereal

	 	 B	two cereal makers who love contests

	 	 C	two sisters who play marbles

	 	 D	two brothers who love contests 

 2. Why did Jin and Jo enter the Crunchy Munchies 
contest? 

 3. What two actions do Jin and Jo take to try to win 
the contest?

	 	 A	They ate Crunchy Munchies every morning  

	 	 B	They read the contest rules in a magazine 

	 	 C	They asked everyone for cereal box tops 

	 	 D	They read the Crunchy Munchies cereal box 

 4. What are Jin and Jo’s feelings at the end of the 
story? Write how you know.

 5. Why does Jin’s smile disappear at the end of the 
story?

	 	 A	Jin and Jo can’t figure out how to enter the   
 contest 

	 	 B	Jin and Jo ate so much cereal they don’t want   
 the prize 

	 	 C	Jin and Jo don’t collect enough box tops to win 

	 	 D	Jin and Jo argue about who will get the prize  

 6. Do you think Jin and Jo would have entered the 
contest if they knew what third prize would be? 
Provide details to explain your answer.

Test Tip Characters have reasons for why they act the way they do  Look for details in the 
story that explain why characters think, say, or do something 

Describe Characters and Their Actions 
Reading: Literature

Strategy Tell what characters do or what happens to them by looking for details in the 
story as you read 

The Contest
 Jin and Jo loved to enter contests  It did not matter what the prize was  Once, they wrote a poem for a 
magazine contest  They won a free copy of the magazine  Another time, they correctly guessed how many 
marbles were in a glass jar  They got to take all the marbles home with them  One morning, Jin was reading 
the Crunchy Munchies cereal box as he ate his breakfast  
 “Jo,” he said, “here’s another contest! The first-place winner gets a bike  Second prize is a tent ” 
 “Those are great prizes,” said Jo  “How do we enter?”
  The box said that the boys had to fill out a box top with their names and address  The more box tops 
they filled out, the better their chances for winning the drawing  Jin and Jo started eating Crunchy 
Munchies every morning  They also asked everyone they knew for cereal box tops  By the end of four 
weeks, Jin and Jo had sixteen box tops to send in for the drawing  
 “I’m glad that’s over,” said Jin  “If I had to look at another box of that stuff, I don’t know what I’d do ”
 A few weeks passed  One day, the boys got a letter in the mail 
  “Hooray! We’ve won third prize in the Crunchy Munchies contest!” Jo exclaimed  “I didn’t even know 
there was a third prize ” 
 Jin took the letter and started to read  His smile disappeared  “Oh, no!” he cried  “Third prize is a year’s 
supply of Crunchy Munchies!”
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 1. What does the speaker, or poem’s narrator, 
compare his bed to?

  Write two words or phrases from the poem that 
are details that support the comparison.

 2. Read the lines from the poem below.
  “I shut my eyes and sail away 
  And see and hear no more.”

  How do these lines give a detail about a bed like 
a boat?

	 	 A	Sailors see people when they sail 

	 	 B	Boats are silent on the water 

	 	 C	The speaker is going to sleep 

	 	 D	It is night so there is nothing to see  

 3. Does the speaker of the poem really “sail away”? 
Determine if this is literal or nonliteral language to 
explain your answer.

 4. Which sentence matches the meaning of the lines 
from the poem below?

   “Nurse helps me in when I embark; 
  She girds me in my sailor’s coat 
   And starts me in the dark”

	 	 A	The night nurse helps the speaker with his coat   
 before taking him to the boat 

	 	 B	The speaker’s nanny helps him into bed, pulling   
 the blankets over him 

	 	 C	They are at a hospital because the speaker is   
 sick and needs care 

	 	 D	The nanny helps the speaker on the boat and   
 sails with him  

My Bed Is a Boat by Robert Louis Stevenson

My bed is like a little boat; 
 Nurse helps me in when I 1embark; 
She 2girds me in my sailor’s coat 
 And starts me in the dark 

At night, I go on board and say 
 Good night to all my friends on shore; 
I shut my eyes and sail away 
 And see and hear no more 

And sometimes things to bed I take, 
 As 3prudent sailors have to do; 
Perhaps a slice of wedding-cake, 
 Perhaps a toy or two 

All night across the dark we steer: 
 But when the day returns at last 
Safe in my room, beside the pier, 
 I find my 4vessel fast 

 1 embarks—go on board a boat 
 2 girds—dresses 
 3 prudent—careful
 4 vessel—ship or large boat

Understand Literal and Nonliteral Language 
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the poem  Then, choose or write the best answer 

Test Tip
Nonliteral words and phrases can compare 
two things that are not usually compared  For 
example: The dog was the size of a tank. His 
knee swelled up like a balloon after he fell. 

Strategy
As you read, determine the meaning of words 
and phrases in the story, poem, or passage  
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 1. Which three details support the idea that the kite 
was “the most tiresome kite in the world”?

	 	 A shaking its ears

	 	 B refusing to rise higher

	 	 C falling off of a roof

	 	 D wagging its tail

	 	 E fetching a ladder

	 	 F prospering and good

 2. Does the kite actually do all of the things 
described in the first paragraph? Write how you 
know.

 3. Describe what the kite looks like using details 
from the story.

  Which detail describing the kite is an example of 
nonliteral language? Write how you know.

 4. Why does the author wonder who the kite’s 
parents are?

	 	 A to thank them for the kite

	 	 B to find more kites like this kite

	 	 C to understand the kite’s bad behavior

	 	 D to ask them to coax the kite off the roof

Understand Literal and Nonliteral Language 
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, choose or write the best answer 

The Kite
 It was the most tiresome kite in the world, always wagging its tail, shaking its ears, breaking its 
string, sitting down on the tops of houses, getting stuck in trees, entangled in hedges, flopping down on 
ponds, or lying flat on the grass, and refusing to rise higher than a yard from the ground 

 I have often sat and thought about that kite, and wondered who its father and mother were  Perhaps 
they were very poor people, just made of newspaper and little bits of common string knotted together, 
obliged to fly day and night for a living, and never able to give any time to their children or to bring them 
up properly  It was pretty, for it had a snow-white face, and pink and white ears  And, with these, no one, 
let alone a kite, could help being pretty  But though the kite was pretty, it was not good, and it did not 
prosper  It came to a bad end, oh! a terrible end indeed  It stuck itself on a roof one day, a common red 
roof with a broken chimney and three tiles missing  It stuck itself there, and it would not move  The 
children tugged and pulled and coaxed and cried, but still it would not move  At last they fetched a 
ladder, and had nearly reached it when suddenly the kite started and flew away  Right away over the field 
and over the heath, and over the far, far woods, and it never came back again—never—never 

 Dear, that is all  But I think sometimes that perhaps beyond the dark pines and the roaring sea the 
kite is flying still, on and on, farther and farther away, forever and forever 

Strategy
Try using the dictionary definition of a word or phrase—the literal meaning—to 
see if that meaning makes sense  If it doesn’t make sense, find a nonliteral 
meaning 

Test Tip
Authors sometimes give human characteristics to a thing, idea, or animal  This 
is nonliteral language called personification  Look for details that give human 
qualities, such as feelings 
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 1. What happens in the beginning of the poem 
(Stanza 1)?

	 	 A The window opens on a windy day 

	 	 B The wind hums against the window 

	 	 C The trees invite the speaker to the garden 

	 	 D The speaker plays outside on a windy day 

  Write the lines from the poem that helped you 
answer the question above.

 2. In which stanza does the poet tell you that spring 
is coming soon? 

	 	 A Stanza 1

	 	 B Stanza 2

	 	 C Stanza 3

	 	 D Stanza 4

 3. In the second stanza, what clues to spring does 
the poet see?

 4. In the third stanza, what phrase uses nonliteral 
language?

  Write what you think this phrase means in the 
poem.

 5. How does each stanza build on the one before?

	 	 A Each stanza repeats the one before 

	 	 B Each stanza continues the story from the one   
 before 

	 	 C Each stanza rhymes the same as the one   
 before 

	 	 D The stanzas are not related at all 

Spring Garden
Trees tap at my window
And tell me to come
Out to the garden
Where the wind plays and hums 

Small green buds whisper                                                                                                         
Secrets to me
Of spring coming soon
And of flowers yet to be 

I go to the window
And open it wide 
Now the trees shout,
“Please come on outside!”

With a smile on my face,
I race out the door 
I look up at the trees,
Which are swaying once more  

Identify Parts of Text
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the poem  Then, choose or write the best answer 

Strategy
Identify the parts of stories (paragraphs), 
plays (scenes), and poems (stanzas) to 
understand how all the parts fit together 

Test Tip
Poems have stanzas, which are similar to 
paragraphs in stories  Most poems have 
more than one stanza  Each stanza builds on 
the previous stanza, which means that all the 
stanzas are connected in some way 
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 1. What is the poet describing?

	 	 A playing

	 	 B his shadow

	 	 C sleeping

	 	 D morning

 2. Write one line that tells you what the poem is 
about.

 3. Which sentence best describes how the two 
stanzas build on each other?

	 	 A Stanza 1 describes why shadows exist  Stanza   
 2 continues that explanation 

	 	 B Stanza 1 is about the speaker’s fear of    
 shadows  Stanza 2 gives reasons for that fear 

	 	 C Stanza 1 explains what a shadow is  Stanza 2   
 explains what shadows do 

	 	 D  Stanza 1 tells about how the shadow looks  
Stanza 2 tells how the shadow acts 

 4. Write two lines from the poem that show that the 
speaker is bothered by his shadow.

Identify Parts of Text
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the poem  Then, choose or write the best answer 

“My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson
I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me, 
And what can be the use of him is more than I can see  
He is very, very like me, from the heels up to the head; 
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed 
The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow— 
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow; 
For he sometimes shoots up taller, like an india-rubber ball, 
And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all 

He hasn’t got a 1notion of how children ought to play, 
And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way  
He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see; 
I’d 2think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me!
One morning, very early, before the sun was up, 
I ’rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup; 
But my lazy little shadow, like an 3arrant sleepy head, 
Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed 

 1 notion—idea, understanding
 2 think shame to stick to nursie—be embarrassed to stay close to my nanny 
 3 arrant—complete, extreme 

Test Tip
Remember that poems have stanzas that build on 
each other  Poems are about one topic or theme, just 
like stories  Think about what a poem is mainly about 
to understand it better 

Strategy
Figure out the meaning of the other stanzas in a 
poem by using what you know about the first stanza 

CD-704683CI.indd   16 11/11/14   3:52 PM




