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Introduction

Introduction to the Teacher

Egypt and the Middle East is a valuable resource that can be used to supplement the social 
studies curriculum for middle-school students. It presents a broad tapestry of people and events 
and gives the student insight into historical events that have occurred in the Middle East. Each unit 
of study in the book is designed to strengthen history literacy skills and is correlated with National 
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies (NCSS). The book is part of the Civilizations of the Past
series from Mark Twain Media, Inc.

The book is specifically designed to facilitate planning for the diverse learning styles and 
skill levels of middle-school students. The special features of the book provide the teacher with al-
ternative methods of instruction. A modified version of the text is available for struggling readers.

Book Features
• Reading Selection introduces facts and information as a reading exercise.

• Knowledge Check assesses student understanding of the reading exercise using se-
lected response and constructed response questioning strategies.

• Map Follow-Up provides opportunities for students to report information from a spatial 
perspective.

• Explore allows students to expand learning by participating in high-interest, hands-on 
activities.

• Glossary lists the boldfaced words with definitions.

Online Resources
Reluctant Reader Text: A modified version of the reading exercise pages can be down-

loaded from the website at www.carsondellosa.com. In the Search box, enter the product code 
CD-404160. When you reach the Egypt and the Middle East product page, click the icon for the 
Reluctant Reader Text download.

The readability level of the text has been modified to facilitate struggling readers. The 
Flesch-Kincaid Readability formula, which is build into Microsoft® Word™, was used to determine 
the readability level. The formula calculates the number of words, syllables, and sentences in each 
selection producing a reading level.   

Additional Resources 
Classroom Decoratives:  World Geography: Middle-East Maps and Ancient Civilizations 

and Cultures Topper Bulletin Board Sets are available from Mark Twain Media/Carson-Dellosa 
Publishing LLC. These classroom decoratives visually reinforce lessons found in Egypt and the 
Middle East in an interesting and attention grabbing way. 
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Time Line for the Middle East

Time Line for the Middle East

The time line below provides facts and information about this time period. It shows when 
important events took place, in what order they occurred, and the amount of time that passed be-
tween them.

In the western world, we usually record years by reference to a year thought to be that of 
the birth of Jesus Christ or the year 1. The years before that are noted by how many years before 
that date they occurred. They are written with the abbreviation B.C. after the dates. Therefore, 500 
B.C. came before 200 B.C. After the birth of Christ, we use the abbreviation A.D., which means Anno 
Domini, the Latin phrase for “the year of our Lord.” However, instead of counting the years backward, 
as we do for B.C., we count the years forward up to the present year. In the very ancient past, it is 
impossible to know exact dates, so ca. is written before the date as an abbreviation of the Latin 
word circa, which means “around” or “about.”

ca. 3000 B.C. Narmer unites Egypt.
ca. 2686–2160 B.C. The Egyptian Old Kingdom.
ca. 2600 B.C.  The Pyramid of Khufu is constructed.
ca. 2500 B.C.  Lugals or kings appear in Mesopotamia.
ca. 2334–2279 B.C. Sargon is king of Akkad.
ca. 2040 B.C.  Nebhepetre Mentuhotep reunifies Egypt.
ca. 2040–1633 B.C. The Egyptian Middle Kingdom.
ca. 2000 B.C.  The Epic of Gilgamesh is written.
ca. 1800–1600 B.C. Phoenicians develop alphabet.
ca. 1800 B.C.  Hyksos invasion of Egypt begins.
ca. 1800 B.C.  Abraham leads people out of Ur.
ca. 1792–1750 B.C. Hammurabi is king of Babylonia.
ca. 1558–1085 B.C. The Egyptian New Kingdom.
ca. 1558–1533 B.C. Pharaoh Amosis I drives out the Hyksos.
ca. 1512–1500 B.C. Thutmose I rules Egypt.
ca. 1490–1469 B.C. Queen Hatshepsut rules Egypt.
ca. 1490–1436 B.C. Thutmose III rules Egypt.
ca. 1450–1200 B.C. Hittite empire thrives.
ca. 1353–1336 B.C. Amenhotep IV (Akhenaton) rules Egypt, also known as the Amarna period.
ca. 1334–1325 B.C. Tutankhamen rules Egypt.
ca. 1300 B.C.  Moses leads Hebrews out of Egypt.
ca. 1300–1287 B.C. Pharaoh Seti I wins back lost lands.
ca. 1286 B.C.  The battle of Kadesh.
ca. 1270–1220 B.C. Ramses II, ruler of Egypt, builds Karnak.
ca. 1198–1166 B.C. Pharaoh Ramses III resists invasion of Sea Peoples.
ca. 1000–961 B.C. David is king of Israel.
ca. 961–922 B.C. Solomon oversees golden age of Israel.
ca. 922 B.C.  Judah breaks off from Israel.
ca. 722 B.C.  Assyrians destroy Israel.
ca. 700–500 B.C. Assyrian Empire thrives.

The Narmer Pallette from ca. 
3100 B.C. shows the pharaoh 
smiting the enemies of Egypt.
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ca. 586 B.C.  Chaldeans destroy Jerusalem and begin the Babylonian captivity.
ca. 571 B.C.  Phoenician city of Tyre falls to Chaldeans.
ca. 550 B.C.  Cyrus the Great establishes the Persian Empire.
ca. 550–350 B.C. Persian Empire thrives.
460–430 B.C.  The golden age of Athens.
338 B.C.  Philip II of Macedon defeats Athens.
336–323 B.C.  Reign of Alexander the Great.
264 B.C.  Rome controls all of Italy.
31 B.C.   Battle of Actium.
ca. 4 B.C.  Jesus Christ born.
29 B.C. to A.D. 14 Most of the Middle East falls under Roman control.
A.D. 10–200  Pax Romana.
A.D. 70   Jerusalem destroyed by Titus and beginning of the Diaspora.
A.D. 284–305  Diocletian is emperor of Rome and the empire is divided. 
312   Emperor Constantine issues Edict of Milan, granting toleration to Christians.
330   Constantinople is constructed and beginning of Byzantine civilization.
610   Muhammad called upon to begin Islam.
632   Islam begins to spread to Middle East.
640   Persia comes under Muslim rule.
711   Muslim invasion of Spain.
738   Arab merchant colony in Canton, China.
762 Abbasid Caliph al-Mansur moves capital to Baghdad.
813 The mathematician Chwarazmi thrives in Baghdad; coins the term algebra.
925   The Arab physician al-Razi dies.
1055   Seljuk Turks seize Baghdad.
1099   First Crusade captures Jerusalem.
1154   Muhammad al-Idrisi finishes circular map of the world.
1187   Saladin recaptures Jerusalem from Crusaders.
1204   Fourth Crusade captures Constantinople from Byzantine emperor.
1258   Mongols capture Baghdad and end the Caliphate.
1353   Alhambra completed in Granada, Spain.
1453   Constantinople falls to the Ottomans and ends the Roman Empire in   

the East.
1492   Last Muslim stronghold in Spain (Granada) falls to Ferdinand and Isabella.

The Alhambra was a palace and fortress built by the Moors on a hill overlooking the city of Granada, Spain.
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1498   Portuguese explorer Vasco de Gama sails to India via the Cape of Good 
Hope.

1520   Suleiman the Magnificent begins his 46-year reign.
1529   Ottoman siege of Vienna fails.
1699   Ottoman Empire begins to lose territory in Europe.
1774 Ottomans lose territory to the Russians at the treaty of Kuchuk Kainarji.
1798 Napoleon invades Egypt.
1805 Muhammad Ali becomes ruler of Egypt.
1828 First Arab language newspaper established in Egypt.
1829 Greece wins independence from Ottomans.
1839 The Tanzimat era of reform begins in the Ottoman Empire.
1853–1856 Crimean War.
1869 Suez Canal opened.
1897 First Zionist congress in Basel, Switzerland.
1898 Ottomans persuaded to extend railroad to Baghdad by German Kaiser.
1907 Britain and France agree to divide domination of Persia between them.
1908 Young Turks seize control of the Ottoman Empire.
1914 Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand begins World War I.
1915 Gallipoli landing fails to capture Dardanelles; Lawrence of Arabia operating

against Turks.
1917 United States enters the war. Wilson announces Fourteen Points. The British 

cabinet approves the Balfour Declaration.
1918 Ottoman Empire surrenders. World War I ends.
1918–1920 Mandate system established.
1922 Ataturk deposes last Ottoman sultan; proclaims Turkey a republic.
1925 French crush rebellion in Damascus and Reza Khan comes to power in Iran.
1930 Syria writes a constitution but remains under French control.
1931 Iraq granted independence.
1936 British troops leave Cairo but occupy the Suez Canal; Palestinian Arabs riot.
1937 Peel Commission sent to Palestine.
1939 World War II begins; British White Paper denies policy of creating Jewish

state.
1941 Lebanon granted independence. Rashid Ali becomes premier of Iraq; 

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi becomes Shah of Iran.
1942 Battle of El Alamein.   
1945 Syria granted independence.
1946 Transjordan granted independence.
1948 Jewish state of Israel created; war between Israel and Arab States.
1949 Ben-Gurion becomes prime minister of Israel.
1951 Iranian Premier Mossadegh nationalizes Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.
1953 Hussein becomes king of Jordan; U.S.–aided coup overthrows Mossadegh.
1954 Nasser comes to power in Egypt.
1956 Suez Canal Crisis.
1958 United Arab Republic formed; Iraqi coup kills king.
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1960 OPEC formed.
1961 Kuwait granted independence.
1964 Ayatollah Khomeini exiled from Iran; foundation of Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO).
1967 Six-Day War.
1968  Charter of the PLO drafted.
1969 PLO chooses Arafat as leader.
1970 PLO expelled from Jordan.
1973 Yom Kippur War; OPEC raises price of oil 400 percent.
1977 Kuwait nationalizes oil wells; Egyptian President Anwar Sadat visits Israel.
1978 U.S.-brokered peace between Israel and Egypt. Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 

imposes martial rule in Iran.
1979 Egypt expelled from Arab League. Radical Muslims seize Grand Mosque in 

Mecca; failed coup attempt in Saudi Arabia; Iranian revolution, led by Kho-
meini, expels shah from Iran; U.S. hostages taken; Saddam Hussein becomes 
President of Iraq; Egyptian-Israeli treaty signed by Sadat and Israel’s Prime 
Minister, Menachem Begin, at Camp David in the United States.

1980 Iran-Iraq War begins; U.S. attempt to free hostages in Iran fails.
1981 U.S. hostages held by Iranian militants are released.
1985 Egypt re-admitted to Arab League.
1987 Intifada begins and Iraqi missiles hit U.S. destroyer.
1988 Iran-Iraq War ends.
1990 Iraq invades Kuwait.
1991 Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm launched against Iraq.
1992 Madrid Peace Conference creates plan for Palestinian self-rule.
1993 Oslo Accords: PLO recognizes Israel’s right to exist in peace; Israel recognizes 

the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people.
2001 Islamic terrorists attack the United States; United States, Great Britain, and 

Afghan United Front launch Operation Enduring Freedom, the official name 
of the war in Afghanistan.

2003 United States declares war on Iraq 
as part of the War on Terror.

2011 Osama bin Laden, founder of al-
Qaeda, killed by Special Forces 
of the United States; President 
Obama started troop withdraw 
from Afghanistan and announced 
withdrawal of forces from Iraq; 
Arab Spring, a democratic upris-
ing started in one Arab country 
and then rapidly spread across 
the Middle East.
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Name: Date: 

Time Line for the Middle East

Knowledge Check

Order of Events
Number the events in order from 1 (first) to 10 (last). Use the time line for reference.

   A. Arab Spring, a democratic uprising, spread across the Middle East.

   B. A group called the Young Turks seize control of the Ottoman Empire.

   C. The Pax Romana was a long period of peace experienced by the Roman Empire.

   D. The United States launches Operation Enduring Freedom. 

   E. The Suez Canal is opened.

   F. The Islamic religion begins to spread through the Middle East.

   G. The First Crusade captures Jerusalem.

   H. The Jewish state of Israel is created.

   I. The Phoenicians develop an alphabet.

   J. The Persian Empire is established by Cyrus the Great.

True or False
Circle T for True or F for False

  1. T  F Operation Desert Storm was launched against Iran.  

  2. T F The Babylonian captivity began with the Chaldeans destroying Jerusalem. 

  3. T F The first Arab language newspaper was established in Egypt. 

  4. T F The Six-Day War was in 1967. 

  5. T F Around 1200 B.C., Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt. 

Constructed Response
  6. Time lines are efficient graphic organizers that provide a tool for studying events in history. 

Explain how a time line can be helpful using details from the Time Line for the Middle East to 
support your answer.
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Name: Date: 

Time Line for the Middle East

Explore: String Time Line

Materials
Time Line of Middle East pages  5″ x 8″ blank index cards  yarn      
tape      markers    colored pencils

Directions: Create a time line.

Step 1:  Research 10 events from the Time Line of 
the Middle East pages. 

Step 2:  Record the information for each event on a 
different index card. At the top of the card, 
glue magazine pictures or computer-gener-
ated graphics, or sketch a picture  to illus-
trate the event. Below the illustration, write 
the date the event occurred. At the bottom 
of the card, write a brief description of the 
event.

Step 3:  On a table, organize the cards in chronologi-
cal order from earliest to latest date. 

Step 4:  Cut a piece of yarn 2 meters long. Tape the 
cards to the string. Leave enough string on 
both ends to allow the time line to be tied, 
taped, or tacked up on display.

Date: Ruled ca. 1334–1325 B.C. 

Description: Tutankhamen was 
crowned king of Egypt when he was 
ten years old. As king, he had the 
temples to the god Aton dismantled 
and used the materials to build new 
temples to the god Amon-Re. He 
was buried, like the rest of the New 
Kingdom pharaohs, in the Valley of 
the Kings.
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The Rise of Ancient Egypt

The Rise of Ancient Egypt

By 2700 B.C., the people who lived along the Nile River had created a sophisticated and 
vibrant civilization that lasted for thousands of years. These ancient Egyptians built huge stone 
monuments and temples. They also created a system of writing. 

Historians have divided Egyptian history into three distinct eras: the Old Kingdom (2686–
2160 B.C.), the Middle Kingdom (2040–1633 B.C.), and the New Kingdom (1558–1085 B.C.). 
The eras are divided by years during which the central government broke down. These spaces 
between the kingdoms are known as Intermediate Periods. 

The Nile River 
 Egypt has been described as “the gift of the Nile.” Egyptian civilization 
was shaped by its close proximity to a river. Egypt was dry and relied on ir-
rigation to collect and distribute water. The Nile River served as an avenue 
for transport to Egyptian cities. Here food, fuel, and the building materials 
that were used to construct the pyramids could be transported. Water 
from the Nile could also be channeled to arid lands away from the river 
all year long. Almost all Egyptians lived in the narrow belt and fan-shaped 
delta of fertile land shaped by the Nile. 
 The Nile River runs from south to north. The Egyptians called the land 
in the south Upper Egypt, while the delta region in the north they called 
Lower Egypt. Its annual floods were not only predictable, but were looked 
forward to by the Egyptians. The floods brought water and fresh, black soil 
from upriver to rejuvenate the land. As a result, Egyptian agriculture was 
the most successful of the ancient world. 
 The Nile River is protected on the east 
and west by deserts too vast for most in-

vaders to cross. Thus, Egypt developed a homogeneous civili-
zation of its own, developing without much outside interference. 
In Egypt, there was plenty of water and rich farm land. Because 
of these advantages, the Egyptians were an optimistic people. 
For instance, they believed in an afterlife as good as, if not better 
than, the present. Each year the Nile brought new life to Egyptian 
agriculture, so they believed death must only be a brief season 
before an afterlife in the next world. 
 Historians also believe that faith in the unchanging nature 
of life helped to promote the idea of a single, all-powerful king. 
He was known as the pharaoh. This ruler supplied Egyptians 
with a strong central government, an elaborate bureaucracy to 
manage the complex irrigation system, and a living symbol of 
order to worship. The stability of life also gives Egyptian history 
remarkable continuity. Religion, fashion, language, art, and social 
tradition remained basically unchanged. A day in the life of an 
Egyptian changed little during the 3,000 years we call ancient 
Egypt.

This small statue repre-
sented the spirit of the 
Nile River in flood, which 
brought the Egyptians 
fertile soil.

An Egyptian 
Woman and Man
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Name: Date: 

The Rise of Ancient Egypt

Knowledge Check

Matching

   1.   civilization      a.   a certain time period in history

   2.   afterlife    b.   the flat, fan-shaped land made of silt deposited at the 

   3.   era  mouth of a river

   4.   pharaoh   c. to restore 

   5.   rejuvenate d. the life after death

   6.   delta e. the title used by the rulers of ancient Egypt

   7.   pyramids f. the massive structures built of stone, usually having a 

square base and four triangular sides that slope upward

g. a culture that has developed systems of religion, 

learning, and government

Multiple Choice

  8.   Which way does the Nile River run? 
a. from north to south b. from south to north
c. from east to west d. from west to east

  9.   What was the delta region in the north called? 
a. Lower Egypt                   b. Upper Egypt
c. Lower Africa d. Upper Africa

10.   What protected the Nile River on the east and west from invaders?
a. Egyptian warriors b. infested swamps
c. vast deserts   d. giant pyramids  

Constructed Response

11.   Explain why Egypt has been described as “the gift of the Nile.” Use two details from the selec-
tion to support your answer.
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The Pyramids and the Spinx

Ask the average person today to name three things about ancient Egypt, and they will prob-
ably answer “pyramids, the Sphinx, and mummies.” If asked why the Egyptians erected the colossal 
pyramids and the Sphinx and mummified the bodies of the dead, they might give a good answer. But 
if asked how it was done, they will be stumped because we can only guess about their methods.

Mummies
The Egyptians were strong believers in life after death. They believed a complete body was 

needed to house the soul, or ka, so they developed a process to keep the body preserved. The 
bodies of the wealthier Egyptians were taken to the City of the Dead, where those trained in the 
procedure turned the body into a mummy. Those who knew the secret were not going to reveal 
their methods in writing because they did not want competition. The procedure was rather grue-
some, and we have a good idea of how it was done, but the chemicals used to preserve the mummy 
remain a mystery. Most likely it was a salt called natron that dried out the bodies. We know it was 
a long process because the time between death and burial was 70 days.

The Sphinx
 The great Sphinx sits proudly near the pyra-
mid of the pharaoh Khafre and was built with 
blocks of stone remaining after that pyramid was 
completed. The lion body is 240 feet long, and 
the human head wearing the royal headpiece 
rises 66 feet above the base. It is certain that 
the features of the face are those of Khafre and 
that the Sphinx was built to honor him. Later, 
pharaohs used the Sphinx as a symbol of their 
god-given right to rule. The Sphinx today suffers 

from abuse by man and desert sandstorms, but considering that it was built between c.a. 2575 and 
2467 B.C., it reflects well on its builders.

The Pyramids of Egypt
The most massive projects of the Middle Eastern world were the pyramids. They were built 

to honor a pharaoh and provide him with a tomb worthy of his glory. Work on the pyramid began 
while the pharaoh was alive and continued many years after his death. Around the bases of the 
pyramids, large palaces, temples, and storerooms were built. Here priests would oversee the wor-
ship of the pharaoh’s spirit long after he was dead. Outside the temple complex, much smaller 
pyramids for the queens were constructed, and beyond those were flat tombs called mastabas
for the pharaoh’s officials. In the Old Kingdom, an afterlife was reserved for only the pharaoh and 
his officials. The pharaoh was perceived as a god. He was considered the child of the Sun god Re. 
This god-king ruled over his realm according to the principle of ma’at, which meant order, justice, 
and truth. 

The 80 pyramids of Egypt were located west of the Nile River and in the desert beyond ir-
rigated land. Most of the large pyramids were built between the third and sixth dynasties, in the 
period of the Old Kingdom, all within 20 miles of the ancient capital of Memphis at a place called 
Gizeh. Herodotus, the Greek historian, estimated that 100,000 men worked for 20 years in the 
seasons between Nile floods to complete the Great Pyramid.



10404160-EB  © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers

Egypt and the Middle East The Pyramids and the Sphinx

Pyramid Construction
The base of each pyramid was the same. 

All were square at the base. The so-called Great 
Pyramid built in honor of Khufu (Cheops) had a 
base 755 feet long and stood 481 feet tall. Con-
struction was so precise that the measurements 
at the base were correct within six-tenths of an 
inch. The angles of the sides make an almost 
perfect triangle.

Construction involved some very difficult 
geometric calculations, all made without the aid 
of a computer. Consider the problems. Everything 
had to be built perfectly level, otherwise it would 
never look right. Using water in trenches to test 
levels, Egyptians were so accurate in building the Great Pyramid that the northwest corner stands 
only a half inch lower than the southeast corner. Then they had to find the rock to cut and move it 
from the quarry 600 miles away to the building site. Once there, groups of 18 to 20 men pulled the 
two-and-a-half-ton stone block up a ramp until it reached its proper spot on the pyramid.

Since the purpose was to create a place for the pharaoh’s body to lie in splendor, a burial 
chamber was built deep inside the pyramid. Included there were the Pyramid Texts, instructions 
to the pharaoh on how to guide his vessel through the underworld to the sky to Re, the Sun god. A 
passageway was constructed so the workers assigned to prepare the chamber could climb to the 
tomb. After their work was done, it was their route for leaving. To keep grave robbers out, stones 
were dropped in place when the workers left. These passageways created the threat of internal 
collapse that might bring down the whole structure. This required heavy granite slabs to be laid 
over the king’s chamber.

Not all pyramids looked exactly alike. The first one attempted was built for King Djoser and 
was designed by his brilliant architect, Imhotep. It was called the stepped pyramid because its 
sides resemble six steps climbing to the top. The pyramid of King Snefru is called the bent pyramid
because the angle was steeper at the base than in the top half. The later pyramids also differed in 
size and the types of stone used.

The monuments of Egypt stand today as testimony to Egypt’s religion, knowledge of math-
ematics, skill in building huge structures, and the glory of the pharaohs.

The Great Pyramid Built for Khufu

The stepped pyramid (left) was built for King Djoser, and the bent pyramid (right) was built for King Snefru.
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The Pyramids and the Sphinx

Knowledge Check

Matching

  1. ka a. a ruling principle of the pharoah meaning order, justice,

  2. Sphinx  and truth

  3. mastabas b. a large stone sculpture with a lion body and human head

  4. ma’at c. a pyramid whose sides resemble steps

  5. Great Pyramid d. flat tombs for the pharoah’s officials

  6. Pyramid Texts e. a pyramid whose base is steeper than its top half

  7. stepped pyramid f. the term the Egyptians used for the soul

  8. bent pyramid g. largest pyramid at Gizeh

h. instructions to the pharoah on how to guide his vessel 

through the underworld to the Sun god

Multiple Choice

  9. Who was the great Sphinx built to honor?

a. Snefru b. Khufu

c. Djoser d. Khafre

10. The time between death and burial in which the body was turned into a mummy was how 

long?

a. 6 weeks b. 70 days

c. 120 days d. 6 months

11. To test that the pyramid was being built on a level surface, trenches were filled with what?

a. water b. oil

c. rocks d. mud

Constructed Response

12. How would the Egyptians have felt about cremation? Use details from the reading selection 
to support your answer.
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Name: Date: 

Map Follow-Up: Egypt

Directions: Using the map below and an atlas or the Internet, match the names of the modern 
nations and physical features listed below with the numbers on the map.

 Saudi Arabia   Egypt     Jordan     Israel  

 Sudan     Red Sea    Sinai Peninsula  Nile River

 Mediterranean Sea        Gulf of Suez

Using the map below and an atlas or the Internet, locate and label the modern cities of Alexandria, 
Aswan, Asyut, Cairo, and Suez. Also locate and label Gizeh (Giza), which is just south of modern-
day Cairo on the west side of the river.

The Pyramids and the Sphinx
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Time Line for the Middle East 
(page 5)
Order of Events
A.  10   B.  7   C.  3   D.  9   
E.  6   F.  4   G.  5   H.  8  
I.  1   J.  2 
True or False
  1.  F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  T   
  5.  F
Constructed Response
  6. Answers will vary but could include: 

A time line provides a visual list of 
events in order. It lets people easily 
see when important events took 
place, in what order they occurred, 
and the amount of time that passed 
between them.

The Rise of Ancient Egypt
Knowledge Check (page 8)
Matching
  1.  g     2.  d     3.  a     4.  e
  5.  c   6.  b   7.  f
Multiple Choice
  8.  b   9.  a   10.  c
Constructed Response
11.  The Egyptian civilization was 

shaped by its close proximity to a 
river. The Nile served as an avenue 
for transportation and irrigation. 
Almost all Egyptians lived in the 
narrow belt and the fan-shaped 
delta of fertile land shaped by the 
Nile.

The Pyramids and the Sphinx 
Knowledge Check (page 11)
Matching
  1.  f   2.  b   3.  d   4.  a
  5.  g   6.  h   7.  c   8.  e 
Multiple Choice
  9.  d   10.  b   11.  a 
Constructed Response
12.  They wouldn’t like cremation. They 

believed a complete body was 
needed to house the soul, or ka, 
so they developed a process to 
keep the body preserved.

Map Follow-Up (page 12)
  1.  Sudan       2.  Egypt  
  3.  Nile River  
  4.  Mediterranean Sea  
  5.  Sinai Peninsula   6.  Israel
  7.  Jordan     8. Gulf of Suez
  9.  Saudi Arabia 10. Red Sea
Teacher check cities.
Explore Egyptian Numerals 
(page 13)
  1.   a.  34     b.  266 

c.  11,320   d.  342,156
  2.  

The Egyptian Gods 
Knowledge Check (page 15)
Matching
  1.  d   2.  e   3.  c   4.  g
  5.  f   6.  b   7.  a
Multiple Choice
  8.  a   9.  d   10.  c
Constructed Response
11. The Egyptians mixed conflicting 

beliefs. Sometimes Egyptian my-
thology taught that the sky was a 
goddess named Nut who stretched 
over the earth, but at other times 
they believed it was a gigantic cow. 
There were over 2,000 gods. The 
gods took many forms, and some-
times real people were turned into 
gods, such as Imhotep. These 
different beliefs were all seen as 
valid ways of describing nature.

The End of the Old Kingdom 
Knowledge Check (page 17)
Matching
  1.  d   2.  f   3.  c   4.  a
  5.  b   6.  g   7.  e
Multiple Choice
  8.  c   9.  b   10.  d
Constructed Response
11.  As the pharaoh’s power declined, 

there was no one to administer 
justice or manage irrigation. Egypt 
suffered with drought and fam-
ine, tombs were ransacked, and 
anarchy reigned. They may also 
have spent too much on building 
pyramids.

Answer Keys

White Paper: a 1939 British document; stating that it was 
not the policy of the British government that Palestine 
should become a Jewish State; also known as the 
MacDonald White Paper

wielded: to have and be able to use power or influence
World War I:  a war fought from 1914 to 1918; Great Britain, 

France, Russia, Belgium, Italy, Japan, the United States, 
and other allies defeated Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Turkey, and Bulgaria.  

World War II: the war from 1939–45; the Allies (Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union, and the United States) defeated the 
Axis powers of Germany, Italy, and Japan; also called 
the  Second World War

Yahweh: a Hebrew name for God
Yom Kippur: Jewish religious observance with fasting and 

prayer; the Day of Atonement
Young Turks: the members of a Turkish reformist and 

nationalist political party active in the early 20th 
century

Zakat: an obligatory payment made annually under Islamic 
law on certain kinds of property to support the poor 
(the fourth pillar of Islam)

Zionist: a person in favor of the return of the Jewish people 
to their homeland and favoring the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jews




