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Medieval Times

Introduction to the Teacher

Medieval Times is a valuable resource that can be used to supplement the social studies 
curriculum for middle school students. It presents a broad tapestry of people and events during 
the Middle Ages that gives the student insight into life during the Medieval period. This brief look 
spans a period of more than 1,000 years, from about A.D. 325 to 1453 and beyond. Each unit of 
study in the book is designed to strengthen history literacy skills and is correlated with National 
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies (NCSS).

The book is specifically designed to facilitate planning for the diverse learning styles and 
skill levels of middle school students. The special features of the book provide the teacher with 
alternative methods of instruction. A modified version of the text is available for struggling readers. 
Classroom decoratives appeal to visual learners. 

Book Features:
• Reading Selection introduces facts and information as a reading exercise.
• Knowledge Check assesses student understanding of the reading exercise using 

selected response and constructed response questioning strategies.
• Map Follow-Up provides opportunities for students to report information from a spatial 

perspective.
• Explore allows students to expand learning by participating in high-interest, learning 

activities.
• Glossary lists the boldfaced words with definitions. 

Online Resources:
Reluctant Reader Text: A modified version of the reading exercise pages can be 

downloaded from the website at www.carsondellosa.com. In the Search box, enter the product 
code CD-404157. When you reach the Medieval Times product page, click the icon for the 
Reluctant Reader Text download.

 The readability level of the text has been modified to facilitate struggling readers. The 
Flesch-Kincaid Readability formula, which is built into Microsoft® Word™, was used to determine 
the readability level. The formula calculates the number of words, syllables, and sentences in 
each paragraph to produce a reading level.   

Additional Resources:
Classroom Decoratives: The Medieval Times Bulletin Board Set, Ancient Civilizations 

and Cultures Topper Bulletin Board Set, and Eastern Hemisphere Maps Bulletin Board Set 
are available from Mark Twain Media, Inc., through www.carsondellosa.com. These classroom 
decoratives visually reinforce lessons found in Medieval Times in an interesting and attention-
grabbing way. 

Introduction to the Teacher
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Time Line of the Middle Ages

 The Middle Ages is a period in European history between the 5th century A.D. (400s) and 
the 15th century (1400s). The Middle Ages are also known as the medieval time period. The time 
line below provides facts and information about this time period. It shows when important events 
took place, in what order they occurred, and the amount of time that passed between them. 

476  Fall of Rome.
800  Charlemagne crowned emperor by the pope.
871–899  Alfred the Great is king of England.
987–996  Hugh Capet is king of France.
1066  William the Conqueror leads Norman invasion of England.
1073  Gregory VII named as pope.
1077  Henry IV (Holy Roman Emperor) does penance at Canossa.
1095  First Crusade.
1147–49  Second Crusade.
1170  Murder of Thomas à Becket in England.
1189–99  Richard I is king of England.
1189–92  Third Crusade.
1192–94  Richard I of England is held hostage.
1202–04  Fourth Crusade.
1212  Children’s Crusade.
1215  King John signs Magna Carta in England.
1217–21  Fifth Crusade.
1226–70  Louis IX is king of France.
1228–29  Sixth Crusade.
1245–54  Seventh Crusade.
1265  Simon de Montfort’s Parliament in England.
1278  Eighth Crusade.
1294–1303  Boniface VIII is pope.
1295  Model Parliament in England.
1309–77  “Babylonian Captivity” of the church.
1337  Beginning of Hundred Years’ War between England and France.
1346  English victory over French at Crécy.
1356  King John of France captured at Battle of Poitiers.
1382  Wycliffe’s followers publish Bible in English.
1413–22  Henry V is king of England.
1415  English defeat French in Battle of Agincourt.
1429  Charles VII crowned French king.
1431  Joan of Arc burned at the stake.
1453  Constantinople falls to the Muslims.
1455–85  War of the Roses in England.
1461–83  Reign of Louis XI in France.
1469  Marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella unites Aragon and Castile in Spain.
1485  Henry VII becomes English king and establishes the House of Tudor.
1492  Columbus reaches the New World.



404157-EB  ©Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 4

Medieval Times

The Roman Empire

 In 753 B.C., Rome was founded on seven hills. The city overlooked the Tiber River. Rome 
grew as a result of wars fought with its neighbors. By 100 B.C., Rome ruled much of the Mediter-
ranean world. Romans built roads to connect their empire, as well as aqueducts to carry water. 
These and many of their public buildings still stand today. At one point, the Roman Empire 
stretched from England to Northern Africa and parts of the Middle East. It encompassed many 
different people from many different cultures. 
 Romans worshiped many gods, but they did not force people to adopt their religion. They 
did make people worship the emperor as a god, though. People that refused, such as Christians, 
were persecuted. Christianity was a religion founded in Judea about 2,000 years ago. This reli-
gion grew. Bishops were chosen as leaders in the local churches. A pope was chosen as head 
over all the churches. 

The Empire Is Divided
 In A.D. 284, an emperor named Diocletian came into power. He decided 
the Roman Empire had grown too large for one man to rule. The Roman army 
had difficulty defending all of the Empire’s borders from attackers. Diocletian di-
vided the empire into two parts. The two parts were called the Eastern Empire 
and Western Empire.
 Constantine became ruler in 306. He converted to Christianity after winning 
a decisive battle. He legalized Christianity throughout the Roman Empire. In 330, 
he made the capital of the Eastern Empire the city of Byzantium. The capital was later renamed 
Constantinople. Today, the city is called Istanbul. It is located in the modern country of Turkey.

Barbarians Threaten the Empire
 While the Eastern Empire grew stronger, the western part grew weaker. Barbarian tribes 
lived on the fringes of the Roman Empire. They murdered and stole whatever they wanted. In 
407, Vandals and Burgundians crossed the Rhine River on the ice. They were Germanic tribes. 
They attacked the Roman legions in Gaul. This area is now known as France. The tribes took 
land for themselves southwest of Paris. Today, this is called Burgundy. The Vandals spread into 
Spain and Africa. Their reputation was so bad that we still use the words “vandal” and “vandal-
ism” to describe property destruction. 
 The Visigoths also moved into the empire. By 410, they were looting and burning in Italy. 
After looting Rome, they raided southern Gaul and Hispania, which is now known as Spain. The 
kingdom they started in Spain lasted 200 years. The Romans and Visigoths joined forces to de-
feat Attila the Hun in 434, but the Roman Empire had already seriously declined by then.

 Roman strength was reduced in England. This allowed 
the native Celts to become targets for sea-roving invaders. 
The invading groups were the Jutes, Angles, and Saxons. 
 The Vandals left Africa and attacked Italy in 455. Rome 
was captured and looted. Odovacer was a Germanic chief. He 
captured Romulus Augustulus, the last emperor of the West. 
He sent him to a country house near Naples in 476. The bar-
barians had taken over. The Roman Empire had vanished, but 
its influence remains today. 

The Roman Empire

Diocletian

The Sack of Rome
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Name: Date: 

Knowledge Check

Matching

   1.  looting    a.  attacked by surprise by an armed force    

   2.   invaders    b.   a religion founded in Judea about 2,000 years ago   

   3.   pope   c.  the territory under the authority of a single ruler  

   4.   raided d.   a group of people who enter by force in order to 

   5.   empire  conquer

   6.   Christianity e.   property destruction

   7.   vandalism f.   stealing

g.   the head of the Christian Church known as the 

 Roman Catholic Church

Multiple Choice

8.  Which emperor came to power in A.D. 284?
  a.   Odovacer b.  Diocletian
  c.   Romulus Augustulus d.   Attila

9.   In what country is Istanbul located?
  a. Rome                    b.   Turkey
  c. France d.   Germany

10.   Who converted to Christianity after winning a decisive battle?
  a. Romulus Augustulus b. Diocletian  
  c. Constantine   d.   Odovacer  

Constructed Response

11. Explain why the western part of the Roman Empire grew weaker than the eastern part. Use 
details from the selection to support your answer.

The Roman Empire
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Name: Date: 

Map Follow-Up:
The Eastern and Western Roman Empires

 In A.D. 284, Emperor Diocletian divided the Roman Empire into two parts.

True or False
Circle T for True or F for False

1.   T  F   Rome was the capital of the Western Roman Empire. 

2.   T  F   Both the Western and Eastern Roman Empires were bordered by the 

Mediterranean Sea.

3.   T  F   The Roman Empire was divided into three parts by Emperor Diocletian. 

4.   T  F   The Eastern Roman Empire was bordered on the west by the Atlantic Ocean.

5.   T  F    Both the Western and Eastern Roman Empires were bordered on the north 

by the Black Sea. 

Critical Thinking
6. In A.D. 330, Emperor Constantine moved to Byzantium (later Constantinople). What effect 

do you think this had on the importance of the city of Rome? Explain your answer. 

The Roman Empire
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Name: Date: 

Roman Numerals

 I     = 1

 V    = 5

 X    = 10

 L    = 50

 C   = 100

 D   = 500

 M    = 1000

Explore: Roman Numerals

Roman Numerals 
In the Middle Ages, Arabic numbers like we use today were 

not known. Roman numerals, the numeral system of ancient Rome, 
were used. Throughout the book, you will find Roman numerals used 
to identify kings and popes. 

Roman numerals are written as combinations of seven letters. 
They are written as capital letters (XVI). The key numbers in the 
Roman system are listed on the chart. 

How to Translate Roman Numerals
You can easily learn how to calculate the value of Roman 

numerals using the chart above and two simple rules. 

Rule #1: If a letter with the same or smaller value follows a letter with a larger value, the letter 
values are added.

• To write 11 in Roman numerals, you would write the capital letter “X” for the number 10 
and then write the capital letter “I” after it for the number 1; in other words 11 = 10 + 1 or 
XI in Roman numerals.

Rule #2: If a letter with a smaller value precedes a letter with a larger value, the smaller number 
is subtracted from the larger.

• To write 4 in Roman numerals, you would write the capital letter “I” for the number 1 and 
then write the capital letter “V” after it for the number 5; in other words 4 = 5 – 1 or IV in 
Roman numerals.

Test Your Understanding of Roman Numerals

Complete the chart below. Write the Arabic numeral for each Roman numeral given.

   Roman Numeral      Arabic Numeral      Roman Numeral       Arabic Numeral

  III      LX 

  VI      XXXIV 

  IX      XC 

  X      CCC 

  XXII      M 

Challenge 
1.  Write the present year in Roman numerals. 

2.  Write your birth year in Roman numerals. 

The Roman Empire
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Islam Spreads Rapidly
A New Religion

To Europeans, it must have seemed that every disaster 
that could happen had already happened: Goths, Huns, 
Lombards, Franks, and other travelers had dropped by, taken 
what they wanted, and destroyed everything else. Then came 
the pressure of a new religion that was spreading rapidly: Islam. 

Its founder was Muhammad, a camel driver and traveling 
merchant who had been born in the Arabian town of Mecca. 
There were 300 gods honored by the people in this town. As 
Muhammad talked with Jews and Christians, he was convinced there was only one God, whom 
he called Allah. His public attacks on the pagan gods created enemies for him since Mecca was 
a center for pagan worship. In A.D. 622, he escaped the city with his family. This event was Year 
One for the Muslim (Islamic) faithful. His escape from Mecca to live in the city of Medina was 
called the Hegira (flight). His teachings were written in the Koran (Qur’an). 

Islam expanded quickly. Arabs were great warriors and believed they were fighting a jihad,
or holy war. Many people in the Middle East were weary of Byzantine taxes and restrictions, and 
the Byzantine Empire was exhausted by warfare. As a result, the Byzantine Empire, except what 
is now Turkey, came under Muslim control.

Islam Threatens Rome 
Islam was like a mighty sword, cutting its way across the Middle East. By 639, the region 

from Iraq across Egypt was Muslim. Then it continued across North Africa. The Byzantines 
tried to stop the Muslims from taking any more of their land in Africa and were defeated in 
640 at Heliopolis. In 711, the Muslims crossed from Africa into Spain; the Pillars of Hercules 
were renamed the Straits of Gibraltar in honor of a Muslim general. On the other side of the 
Mediterranean, the Muslims besieged Constantinople; the Eastern Empire was in danger of 
extinction. The siege failed, but in Spain, the Moors (as the Spanish Muslims were called) 
wiped out the old kingdom of the Visigoths and crossed the Pyrenees Mountains into France. 
They conquered southern France and were advancing on Paris. If they succeeded in destroying 
France, then conquering Europe was certainly a real possibility. 

Charles Martel, known as Charles the Hammer, rose to the 
occasion and defeated the Muslims at the Battle of Tours in 732. 
The Muslims were pushed back across the Pyrenees Mountains 
into Spain. The Moors built a kingdom in Spain that lasted until 
1492, the year Columbus sailed. 

At first, the Europeans looked upon the Muslims as more 
barbarians, but in truth, the Moors were to play a valuable role in the 
future of Europe. While others ignored the literature of the Greeks, 
the Moors preserved it. The Moors had high regard for Aristotle and 
referred to him simply as the Philosopher. As practical people, the Muslims valued the insights 
of those with whom they came in contact. They expanded on the mathematical work of Ptolemy
and Euclid. Their medical schools taught the importance of cleanliness, diagnosis, and the uses 
and effects of drugs. Our language still uses many of their terms: alcohol, algebra, zero, etc. 
Their navigational instruments were important to sailors who traveled beyond sight of land in 
later years. 

Islam Spreads Rapidly

Moors during the Middle Ages

The Battle of Tours
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Name: Date: 

Knowledge Check

Matching

  1.   jihad             a.   a Muslim leader who had both political and religious 

  2.   Muhammad  authority    

  3.   caliph b.   the religion of Muslims based on the teachings of the prophet 

  4.   Allah  Muhammad 

  5.   Islam c.   a group of Muslims that invaded Spain

  6.   Koran d.   a Holy War undertaken as a sacred duty by Muslims  

  7.   Moors e.   the Muslim name for God 

f.   the person who founded Islam, the religious faith of Muslims 

g.   the sacred text of Islam, considered by Muslims to contain 

 the revelations of God to Muhammad 

Multiple Choice

8.   Who defeated the Muslims at the Battle of Tours in 732?
  a.  Charles Martel b.   Aristotle
  c.  Ptolemy d.   Euclid

9.   How did the Moors refer to Aristotle?
  a. the Great One                b.   the Hammer
  c. the Only One d.   the Philosopher

10.  What was Muhammad’s escape from Mecca to live in the city of Medina called?
  a.   Qur’an b.   Hegira
  c.   Islam   d.   Jihad  

Constructed Response

11.   Describe how the Moors played a valuable role in the future of Europe. Use at least two 
details from the selection to support your answer. 

Islam Spreads Rapidly
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Charlemagne Rises Above the Rest

Merovingian Rulers
The Merovingians were Franks who had ruled what is now France 

for almost 300 years. There was little that was royal or majestic about the 
Merovingians; they were either fools or corrupt. Outside help was needed 
to run their affairs, and they relied on the Mayor of the Palace, a chief 
administrator, to control the country. Charles Martel had been the Mayor 
of the Palace when he had defeated the Muslims in 732. As Mayor of 
the Palace, Martel was more powerful than the king. Martel’s son, Pepin, 
wasn’t satisfied with just being Mayor of the Palace. He wanted to be king, 
so in 754, he went to the pope. The pope agreed to depose, or set aside, 
the Merovingian king and crown Pepin king. Pepin the Short was a fine 
king, moral and wise, much better than the Merovingians who preceded 
him. 

When Pepin died in 768, his two sons, Charles and Carloman II, became joint rulers. 
Three years later, Carloman died, and Charles ruled alone. At that time, he was only 26 years old. 
Much of his next 46 years would be spent fighting 50 campaigns against Germanic enemies. 
He also helped the pope against the Lombards who threatened Rome. Loyal to the church, 
he demanded that the Saxons he defeated in Germany either become Christians or die. Most 
chose to be baptized as Christians. Some stubbornly refused to convert. Charles, a man of his 
word, beheaded 4,500 of them at the same time. 

Charles the Great
In Rome, Pope Leo III was attacked and left for dead by a group 

of rowdies. After Leo’s wounds were bound, he was taken to the camp 
of Charles, who was nearby. The Frankish army restored order and 
helped Leo return to power. The next Christmas, in the year 800, while 
Charles was attending church in Rome, the pope placed a crown on 
his head and proclaimed him Emperor of the Romans. Charles was 
now so powerful that he was known as Charlemagne (Charles the 
Great). 

Charlemagne not only knew how to win battles, he knew how to 
rule. He divided his empire into counties. The head of civil government 
was the count, and in each county, there was a bishop or archbishop

in charge of the churches. The county’s main landowners met several times a year to pass laws 
and act as a court. The king sent special agents (missi domenici) to check on local officials 
and make sure they were not taking bribes or abusing the people. Charlemagne was concerned 
about education and brought a great scholar in to teach his children. 

Much taller than the average man of his time (6’4”), he was well built and kept himself 
in good shape with exercise and moderation in food and drink. He had four wives during his 
long lifetime, and they produced 18 children. He was a good father who enjoyed his family. 
Charlemagne enjoyed music and singing. He hoped to learn to write and practiced holding a pen. 
In case the skill should come in the middle of the night, he slept with paper under his pillow and a 
pen by his side. He developed interests in science, law, literature, and religion. His reign brought 
a degree of civilization to Europe that had been missing since before the invasions had begun.

Charlemagne Rises Above the Rest

Pepin the Short

Charlemagne
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Name: Date: 

Knowledge Check

Matching

  1.   Carloman II      a.   crowned as King of France in 754  

  2.   count b.   in 786 he became a joint ruler of France with his 

  3.   missi domenici  brother Charles

  4.   Mayor of the Palace c.   a Germanic people King Charles ordered to become 

  5.   Saxons  Christians or die    

  6.   Pepin the Short  d.   a king that became so powerful he was known as 

  7. Charles the Great   Charlemagne 

e.   the king’s special agent  

   f.   a person appointed to head the civil government of a 

 county 

   g.   a chief administrator of the Merovingian rulers of

 France  

Multiple Choice
8.   How many wives did Charlemagne have during his life?

  a.   3 wives b.   4 wives
  c.   5 wives d.   6 wives

9.   How many children did Charlemagne have during his life?
  a. 4 children           b.   10 children
  c. 18 children d.   16 children

10.  Who crowned Charles Emperor of the Romans?
  a.   Pope Leo III b.   Carloman II
  c.   Charles Martel   d.   Pepin the Short

Critical Thinking
11.   In what ways did Charlemagne bring order to France? Use details from the selection to sup-

port your answer.

Charlemagne Rises Above the Rest
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Answer Keys

The Roman Empire
Knowledge Check (page 5)
Matching

1.  f     2.  d     3.  g     4.  a     5.  c     6.  b     7.  e
Multiple Choice

8.  b     9.  b   10.  c
Constructed Response
11. Barbarian tribes murdered and stole wherever 

they went. In 407, Vandals and Burgundians 
attacked the Roman legions in Gaul and took 
it for themselves. In 410, Visigoths moved in. 
They raided, looted, and burned Italy, Rome, 
southern Gaul and Hispania.

Map Follow-Up (page 6)
True or False

1.  T   2.  T   3.  F   4.  F   5.  F  
Critical Thinking

6. The importance of Rome declined as the 
Western Roman Empire fell into disarray. Since 
the most powerful rulers were in Constantinople, 
they did not respond as quickly to problems in 
the West.

Explore: Test Your Understanding of Roman 
Numerals (page 7)
Roman  Arabic   Roman Arabic
Numeral Numeral  Numeral Numeral
III   3    LX   60
VI   6    XXXIV  34
IX   9    XC   90
X   10    CCC  300
XXII  22    M   1000
Challenge 

1. Answers will vary, depending on the year.
 2012: MMXII 2013: MMXIII 2014: MMXIV

2. Answers will vary.

Islam Spreads Rapidly 
Knowledge Check (page 9)
Matching

1.  d   2.  f   3.  a   4.  e   5.  b   6.  g   7.  c
Multiple Choice

8.  a   9.  d   10.  b
Constructed Response
11.  While others ignored the literature of the Greeks, 

the Moors preserved it. As practical people, the 
Muslims valued the insights of those with whom 
they came in contact. They expanded on the 
mathematical work of Ptolemy and Euclid. Their 

navigational instruments would be important 
to sailors who traveled beyond sight of land in 
later years.

Charlemagne Rises Above the Rest 
Knowledge Check (page 11)
Matching
  1.  b   2.  f   3.  e   4.  g   5.  c   6.  a   7.  d
Multiple Choice
  8.  b   9.  c   10.  a
Critical Thinking
11.  Charlemagne defended France from Germanic 

tribes. He organized the empire into counties, 
and sent missi domenici to check on local 
officials.

The Viking Plague From the North 
Knowledge Check (page 13)
Matching
  1.  d   2.  e   3.  g   4.  a   5.  c   6.  b   7.  f
Multiple Choice
  8.  c   9.  a   10.  d
Constructed Response
11.  The Vikings wore animal hides and sailed on 

wooden ships with snake or dragon heads on 
the prow. They moved quickly and raided and 
looted towns, monasteries, and churches. 
Berserkers were especially terrifying warriors 
dressed as bears. They often used a two-edged 
sword and aimed at the enemy’s arms and 
legs.

Feudalism Comes to Europe 
Knowledge Check (page 15)
Matching
  1. g   2.  b   3.  a   4.  c   5.  e   6.  f   7.  d
Multiple Choice
  8.  b   9.  d   10. c 
Critical Thinking
11. Answers will vary.

Showdown at Canossa 
Knowledge Check (page 17)
Matching
  1.  d   2.  e   3.  f   4.  g   5.  b   6.  a   7.  c 
Multiple Choice
  8.  c   9.  d 10.  a

Answer Keys




