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Introduction to the Teacher

 Both the No Child Left Behind Act and standardized testing require students to meet 
certain proficiency standards. The Daily Skill Builders in this book have been written with both 
of these sets of requirements in mind. (See the following website for National ELA Standards 
as supported by NCTE and IRA <http://www.ncte.org/about/over/standards/110846.htm>). 
Standards matrixes for selected states are provided on pages 1–3. These give teachers the 
specific reading, writing, and language standards that are covered by each activity in this 
book.

The exercises in this book will give students daily practice in such important reading 
skills as identifying the author’s purpose, making inferences, remembering details, and looking 
for context clues. Fourteen specific reading skills in all are addressed using a variety of 
applications.

 In addition, the exercises are labeled by skill and grouped by grade-appropriate topic. 
This way, teachers may quickly and conveniently access all the drills for a specific skill focus or 
include a comprehensive set of drills in a study unit for a particular topic. 

 We hope you and your students find these exercises both useful and engaging. Reading 
and writing are the tools upon which all other academic endeavors, including high achievement 
on tests, ultimately rely. These Daily Skill Builders are designed to help your students hone 
their literacy tools to razor sharpness. 

 In short, use these Daily Skill Builders any and every way you can to make the most of 
all the tools packed inside. Expect your students’ reading, writing, and spelling skills to grow 
throughout year!

Introduction to the Teacher
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Name: 

Date: 

Name: 

Date: 
ACTIVITY 2   Compare and Contrast

Read the following, and then fill in the Venn diagram below.

 Both squid and octopi (the plural of octopus) are cephalopods. Both have tentacles. Both 
come in many sizes. Squid, however, have bullet-shaped heads and ten tentacles. Octopi have 
rounded heads and eight tentacles. Both squid and octopi have suckers on their tentacles that 
they use to catch prey. Both have a bony beak. Both squid and octopi lay eggs. An octopus mother, 
however, keeps watch over her eggs. A squid mother does not. Some octopi can measure 50 feet 
from their head to the ends 
of their tentacles. Squid 
get even larger. Scientists 
think there may be giant 
squid in the deep ocean 
that are 200 feet long.  

Oceans
Oceans

 SQUID

BOTH 
OCTOPI

ACTIVITY 1   Author’s Purpose

Read the following paragraphs. Decide if the author’s purpose is to entertain, inform, or persuade. 
Then put a plus (+) next to the answer.

1. “Shark!” The cry sends terror through the hearts of all. These denizens of the deep are the 
stuff of nightmares. They are silent and deadly with rows and rows of razor-sharp teeth that 
can rip a person apart in a matter of seconds, and they are always hungry. No place that is 
next to the ocean is entirely safe. Sharks have been known to attack in as little as three or four 
feet of water. So, next time you’re at the beach, keep a sharp eye out. And, if anyone yells, 
“Shark!” head for shore. It might be a joke, but then again ... it might not. 

 entertain       inform      persuade

2. Sharks are believed to be the first animal to develop teeth. Shark teeth are arranged in rows, 
with each row of teeth being a bit smaller than the one in front. Some sharks have five, 

some as many as twenty, rows of teeth. If a shark loses a tooth, the 
one behind it moves up to replace it within twenty-four hours. A shark’s 
mouth is like a tooth conveyor belt with old teeth being replaced by new 
ones throughout the shark’s life. Some sharks, such as dog sharks, have 
small, blunt teeth. Others, like tiger sharks and great white sharks, have 
razor-sharp teeth. 

  entertain       inform      persuade
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Name: 

Date: 
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Date: 

ACTIVITY 3    Context Clues

Use context clues to help you choose the correct word for each sentence below.

crust   irregularity            approximately                submerged 

 1.  three-fourths of the earth is covered in water to an average depth 

of more than two miles. If the earth’s  was smooth, it would be 

 in about 8,000 feet of water. It is the  of the earth’s 
surface that makes continents possible. 

concerning             millennia                   dwells                        perfectly

2. Five-sixths of all life on Earth  in the sunlit upper reaches of the ocean.  

Each of the hundreds of thousands of species of sea creatures is 

suited to its habitat. Though humans have explored the oceans for ,

 there are still many mysteries  the ocean and its creatures that we 
have yet to solve. 

ACTIVITY 4    Cause and Effect

Read the paragraph below. Complete the charts by filling in the missing cause or effect.

Electric eels are living batteries. Their bodies are about 75% electricity-
generating tissue. All living creatures emit at least some electricity, which 
is how an eel hunts its prey. The eel’s body is covered with pits. These pits 
are electrical sensors. When an electric eel senses another energy field 
nearby, it gives off a burst of electricity that stuns or kills its prey. A really big 
electrical eel can give off as much as 600 volts of electricity, which is enough to seriously injure 
or kill a human.

Cause            Effect

1.  Electric eel bodies are 75% electricity-    

  generating tissue.  

2.  This is how an eel hunts its prey.

3.  The eel’s body is covered with pits.      

4.  The eel gives off a burst of electricity. 

5.  This is enough to injure or kill a human. 

Oceans (cont.)
Oceans
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Name: 

Date: 

Name: 

Date: 

ACTIVITY 5    Character Analysis

Read the paragraph, and then circle the character traits below that you think best describe 
Jacques Cousteau.

 Jacques Cousteau was a well-known oceanographer. His movies about the sea and its 
inhabitants have helped people understand the importance of oceans. Cousteau was born in 
1910. He liked to invent things and was fascinated by the sea. He served in 
the French Navy during World War II, where he learned to be a deep-sea 
diver. After that, his dream was to own his own ocean research vessel. He 
bought the Calypso in 1950, fitted it out, and spent the rest of his life sailing 
around the world learning about marine life and making movies about the 
sea. All his life, he spoke for peace and for cooperation in caring for the 
world’s oceans and seas.  

lazy   impatient   brave   cowardly   curious

   patient  caring    foolish   intelligent   determined  

ACTIVITY 6    Details

Read the selection, and then write the parts of the water cycle on the diagram below.

Rain falls on a mountaintop and begins to travel downstream. At first, it is a rivulet. Then, 
it joins with other rivulets to become a small stream that flows into a larger stream. The larger 
stream empties into a river. The river connects to a larger river. The big river ends in a delta and 
empties into a bay or a gulf, which widens into a sea and eventually becomes an ocean. The 
water in the ocean evaporates, condenses to form clouds, and travels across the land. Eventu-
ally, it falls as precipitation (rain or snow) and makes the journey back to the ocean again. As 
you can see, the waters of the earth are all connected. 

Oceans (cont.)
Oceans

1. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

2. 
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Name: 

Date: 
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Date: 

ACTIVITY 8    Fact and Opinion

A fact can be proved. An opinion is what you believe or think. Read the 
sentences below. Put “F” by the facts and “O” by the opinions.

 1.  I simply adore sailing on the ocean.

 2. It takes a lot of skill and practice to handle a sailboat.

 3. Schooners are large sailing ships with complicated rigging.

 4. Everyone should go on a sea voyage at least once in their life.

 5. It sometimes took whaling ships years to get to their destination.

 6. English sailors were called “limeys” because they took lime juice with them to 

prevent scurvy.

 7. I think it would be terrible to develop scurvy and lose all your teeth.

ACTIVITY 7    Drawing Conclusions

Read the following stanzas from a famous poem, and then answer the questions below.

Seal Lullaby by Rudyard Kipling
  Oh! hush thee, my baby, the night is behind us,
  And black are the waters that sparkle so green.
	 	 The	moon,	o’er	the	combers,	looks	downward	to	find	us
  At rest in the hollows that rustle between.
  Where billow meets billow, there soft be thy pillow;
	 	 Ah,	weary	wee	flipperling,	curl	at	thy	ease!
  The storm shall not wake thee, 
   In the arms of the slow-swinging seas.

1.  Who is the “flipperling” in line 6?

2.  The words “billows” and “combers” both refer to what? 

  a.  ocean waves    b.  beach scavengers   c. sails

3.  What does the line “Black are the waters that sparkle so green” mean?

Oceans (cont.)
Oceans
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Name: 
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Name: 

Date: 

ACTIVITY 9    Following Directions

Follow the directions below to make an origami fish.
1. Use origami paper or cut a 3-  or 4-inch square of wrapping paper.
2. With printed side facing up, fold in half along center. (a)
3. Unfold and, with printed side down, fold from corner to corner both ways. (b)
4. With printed side down, fold along creases to make a “tent.” (c)
5. Make accordion pleats on each side for fins. (d)
6. Turn over and make smaller accordion pleats for tail. (e)
7. Draw eyes, mouth, and gills to complete. (f)

Bonus Activity: Make several origami fish of different sizes and colors. Hang them from the 
ceiling or use them to make a mobile.

ACTIVITY 10    Inference

Read the selection below, and then answer the questions below.

“Surf’s up!” shouted Kanunu. He grabbed his board and ran down to the edge of the water, 
diving in and paddling out far enough to catch a really big wave.
 “Look out!” Makani pointed to a dorsal fin sticking out of the water that was following close 
behind Kanunu. “Oh, never mind,” she added as a sleek, gray body shot out of the water, turned 
a somersault, and dived back with a “chi-chi-chi” sound. 
 Makani was soon out with Kanunu, racing and laughing as they caught 
wave after perfect wave. A whole pod of finny friends swam around them. 
Puffy white clouds floated high above the palm trees on the shore. It was a 
beautiful day in paradise, and the two friends were making the most of it.

1. Where did this story take place?

2. How can you tell?

3. What are Kanunu and Makani doing?

4. Why was Makani frightened when she saw a fin?

5. To what did the fin belong?

6. How do you know?

    

Oceans (cont.)
Oceans

a.   b.         c.     d.         e.            f.
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Name: 

Date: 
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ACTIVITY 11   Main Idea

Read the paragraph below, and then put a plus (+) next to the main idea.

 A new kind of ocean exploration is possible because of Global Positioning System (GPS) 
technology. Before GPS, it was hard for divers to return to an exact spot on the ocean floor. 
Therefore, they would waste a lot of time hunting for things they’d 
already found. Now, they use a line attached to a float with a GPS 
transmitter and are able to return to the same spot, time after time. 
This technology also makes it possible to accurately map underwater 
cities, sunken fleets, and other deep-sea discoveries that shouldn’t 
be moved. GPS has revolutionized the way underwater explorers 
and treasure hunters operate. 

1. Many underwater discoveries shouldn’t be moved.

2. Global Positioning System technology has changed how underwater 

    exploration is done.

3. It’s hard for divers to return to an exact spot under the sea.

ACTIVITY 12   Predicting Outcomes

Read the paragraph, and then finish the story of the baby sea turtle. Use your own paper if you 
need more room. 

The baby sea turtle fought her way out of her shell. Scrambling over her brothers and 
sisters, she headed toward the scent of salt water. Sea birds swooped down, eager for an easy 
lunch. But she was lucky. No hungry gull grabbed her before she could get into the surf. In the 
end, only she and about two dozen of her hundred siblings made it into the water. Climbing on 
a clump of seaweed, the baby turtle hitched a ride on the warm Gulf Current. The seaweed was 
boat and dinner, all in one. The turtle’s journey, across the Atlantic and back, had just begun.

Approximately one out of one hundred sea turtles survives to return to the beach where it was 

hatched to lay more eggs. Was this the lucky one, or not? 

Oceans (cont.)
Oceans
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Name: 
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Date: 
ACTIVITY 14    Summarizing

Read the paragraph, and then write a summarizing sentence.

The ocean is divided into three zones, which are based on 
how far down sunlight can reach. Approximately the first 450 feet
is the Sunlit Zone. Most marine life lives in this zone. In shallow 
seas, this is the only zone. In the open ocean, it is the upper 
reaches of the water. The Twilight Zone, from 450 to 3,300 feet 
down, gets some light. There are still quite a few animals at this
depth, but no plants. Below 3,300 feet is the Midnight Zone, or 
abyss. No sunlight ever reaches this deep. However, there is 
still life here—strange fish with glowing bobbles or lighted spots 
along their bellies, giant squid, and tiny crustaceans. 

Write a summarizing sentence. 

Oceans (cont.)
Oceans

1. After they mate, a female 
seahorse puts her eggs 
in a  on the 
male’s belly.

2. The mother seahorse 
 leaves, and the father 

seahorse becomes an 
.

3. After the eggs hatch, the
little seahorses stay 

 close to  
.

4. If danger threatens, 
 the father seahorse 
 scoops  them into his 

.

5. Once the babies no 
 longer fit in his mouth, 
 the father seahorse 

.

6. The father seahorse 
 finds another mate and 
 the  begins 
 again.

ACTIVITY 13    Sequencing

Read the following paragraph, and then fill in the blanks on the flowchart below.

The life cycle of a seahorse is very odd. After a male and female seahorse 
mate, the female deposits her eggs in a special pouch on the male seahorse’s belly. 
The mother leaves, and the father seahorse becomes an incubator for the eggs. After 
the eggs hatch, the little seahorses stay close to their father. If danger threatens, he 
scoops them into his mouth to keep them safe. Once the babies are too big to fit in the 
father seahorse’s mouth, he leaves them and goes off to find another mate to start 
the whole cycle again.

         FLOWCHART FOR THE SEAHORSE LIFE CYCLE
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Name: 

Date: 

Name: 

Date: 

ACTIVITY 16    Compare and Contrast

Read the following, and then fill in the Venn diagram below.

 Japan is a series of islands off the east coast of Asia. China is a huge country 
on the same continent. Culturally, they have many similarities. In China, many people 
practice Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism. In Japan, many people practice 
Buddhism also, but their type of Buddhism is known as Zen. Many Japanese also 
follow the Shinto religion. Both China and Japan produce beautiful silk cloth. Both 
have pictographic writing. In China, there are around a billion people. In Japan, 
there are only about 150 million people. In terms of people per square mile, though, 
both their population densities are about the same. 

   

ACTIVITY 15    Author’s Purpose

Read the following paragraphs. Decide if the author’s purpose is to entertain, inform, or 
persuade. Then put a plus (+) next to the answer. 

1. Many aspects of Japanese pop culture have found their way into other 
countries. This is because Japan is the source for many of the best 
computer games that have been developed in the past few years. 
They also export graphic novels, called manga, and animated films, 
or anime, both of which have many devoted fans the world over. 

 entertain       inform       persuade

2. Rita loved to watch anime films. There was something about those funny, big-eyed 
characters that she found irresistible. Sometimes, she wished that she was an anime 
character, herself. Kiki, maybe, with her flying broomstick, or the sisters who rode in the 
cat bus with Totoro, or the girl in Spirited Away who had such interesting adventures. She 
wished she was anyone but quiet little Rita whom nobody ever noticed. 

 entertain       inform       persuade

Japan and China
Japan and China

Ways Japan and China Are Alike         Ways Japan and China Are Different   
Japan      China
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Name: 

Date: 

Name: 

Date: 
ACTIVITY 18   Cause and Effect

Read the paragraph below. Fill in the blanks for the missing cause or effect.

 Because of World War II, much of Japan was in ruins in the late 1940s. Centuries of 
tradition and art were nearly gone. The Japanese wanted to do something to preserve what 
was left of their cultural heritage. In 1950, the government passed the Cultural Properties 
Protection Law. As part of this law, people who are thought to be masters of 
their craft are called “Bearers of Important Intangible Cultural Assets.” There 
have been more than 100 of these named so far. They are popularly known as 
“Living National Treasures.” Whenever a Living National Treasure is named, his 
or her art form gets a lot of attention and is more likely to continue. 

1.    Japan was in bad shape.

2.  Ancient traditions were being lost.    

3.  In 1950, the CPPL was enacted.    

4.  Some people are considered masters    

  of an art. 

5.  his or her artform is more likely to continue.

Japan and China (cont.)
Japan and China

 

ACTIVITY 17   Context Clues

Choose a word or phrase from the Word Bank to replace the word in boldface in each sentence. 
Look for context clues to help you choose the right word.

WORD BANK

 about  required  specific      sources made  native           

1. Many Japanese words have Chinese derivations. 

2. For writing foreign words, a specialized alphabet called katekane is used. 

3. Ainu, spoken by the original, indigenous people of Japan is seldom heard.

4. Approximately 99% of the population speaks Japanese as their first language.

5. English is a compulsory course in most Japanese schools. 

6. Both Chinese and Japanese writing are composed of pictographs.     
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ACTIVITY 20    Details

Using the information in the following paragraph, answer the questions below.

 For fourteen hundred years, from the third century to the beginning of 
the seventeenth century A.D., the Chinese people worked on building their 
Great Wall. The Wall stretches all the way across the northern border of the 
country. It is nearly 4,000 miles long and separates China from modern-day 
Manchuria and Mongolia. In medieval times, it was named as one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World. The Great Wall of China is said to be the only 
manmade structure visible from space. This, however, isn’t true. For one 
thing, it’s not often visible because of cloud cover in the area. For another, 
there are other structures that, according to astronauts, are also visible. 
Nonetheless, it is a thrilling sight that draws many tourists every year.

1. It took  years to build the Great Wall of China.

2. The Great Wall is nearly  miles long.

3. The Great Wall stretches across the  border of China.

4. Today, the Great Wall is mainly useful as a  attraction.

5. The Great Wall was named one of the    

 of the world.

ACTIVITY 19    Character Analysis

 One of Japan’s Living National Treasures, Yoshida Minsuke, is a 
Bunraku puppet master. It takes three people to operate a Bunraku puppet. 
Yoshida spent ten years moving only the legs of puppets. Then, he spent 
fifteen years operating only the left hands. At last, he became a master and 
now operates the right hand and heads of the puppets. Bunraku puppeteers 
have to cooperate to get the puppets to move just right.   
  

 1. Think of four words to describe Yoshida Minsuke’s character. 

    

2. Give an example of something you’ve done that shows a character trait you have that would 

be useful if you were a Bunraku puppeteer. 
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Answer Keys
Answer Keys

Activity 1: Author’s Purpose 
(p. 4)

1. entertain 2. inform            
Activity 2: Compare and 
Contrast (p. 4)
Squid: 10 tentacles, leaves eggs, 
200 ft. long
Octopus: 8 tentacles, watches eggs, 
50 ft. long
Both: cephalopods, beaks, eggs, 
suckers
Activity 3: Context Clues (p. 5) 

1. approximately, crust, 
 submerged, irregularity

2. dwells, perfectly, millennia,
 concerning
Activity 4: Cause and Effect 
(p. 5)

1. Eels are living batteries.
2. All creatures emit some 

 electricity.
3. The pits are electrical sensors.
4. The eel senses an energy field.
5. A big eel gives off 600 volts of

 electricity.
Activity 5: Character Analysis 
(p. 6)
brave, curious, patient, caring,
intelligent, determined
Activity 6: Details (p. 6)

1. condensation 
2. precipitation 3. river
4. delta   5. ocean/sea
6. evaporation

Activity 7: Drawing Conclusions 
(p. 7)

1. a baby seal
2. a
3. The ocean water is dark at 

 night.
Activity 8: Fact and Opinion 
(p. 7)

1. O  2. F 3. F  4. O
5. F 6. F 7. O

Activity 10: Inference (p. 8)
1. Hawaii. Answers may vary. 

 Accept any tropical location.
2. the names, surfing, waves, 

 palm trees, paradise
3. surfing

4. They thought it was a shark.
5. a dolphin
6. Answers will vary.

Activity 11: Main Idea (p. 9)
2. Global Positioning System 

 technology has changed…  
Activity 12: Predicting Outcomes 
(p. 9)
Answers will vary.
Activity 13: Sequencing (p. 10)
1. pouch     2. incubator  
3. their father 4. mouth
5. leaves  6. cycle    

Activity 14: Summarizing (p. 10)
Answers will vary.
Activity 15: Author’s Purpose 
(p. 11)
1. inform  2. entertain

Activity 16: Compare and 
Contrast (p. 11)
Both: in Asia, similar cultures, 
Buddhism, silk, pictographs, 
population density
China: Confusianism, larger, 
Pop. 1 bil.  
Japan: island, Zen, pop. 150 mil. 
Activity 17: Context Clues (p. 12)
1. sources  2. specific
3. native  4. about 
5. required 6. made

Activity 18: Cause and Effect 
(p. 12)
1. Because of WWII,
2. The government wanted to 

 preserve cultural heritage.
3. Certain persons were called 

 BIICAs.
4. They are called Living National 

Treasures.
5. Whenever an LNT is 

 recognized,
Activity 19: Character Analysis 
(p. 13)
1.–2. Answers will vary. 

Activity 20: Details (p. 13)
1. 1,400 years  2. 4,000
3. northern  4. tourist
5. seven wonders         

Activity 21: Drawing Conclusions 
(p. 14)
b. Kite Fighting

Activity 22: Fact and Opinion 
(p. 14)
1. F 2. F  3. O 4. F
5.  F 6.  O 7. F 

Activity 23: Following Directions
(p. 15)
Answers will vary.
Activity 24: Inference (p. 15)
The four dragons became the four 
great rivers of China. Answers will 
vary.
Activity 25: Main Idea (p. 16)
  1. China has a very long history.
Activity 26: Predicting Outcomes
(p. 16)
The father found his daughter in 
the woods and sent the stepmother 
away. Answers will vary.
Activity 27: Sequencing (p. 17)

Activity 28: Summarizing (p. 17)
Education in China is considered a 
privilege that must be earned. An-
swers will vary.
Activity 29: Author’s Purpose 
(p. 18)
1. inform  2. entertain

Activity 30: Compare and 
Contrast (p. 18)
1. Similar:  They start the same, 

 are by the same poet, and 
 have the same meter and 
 rhythm.
2. Different:  One is hopeful, the 

 other is depressed.
3. Answers will vary.

Activity 31: Context Clues (p. 19)
bushes
grasshopper 
singer
whisper
hushed
softly singing

1. primary2. secondary

3. ornamental




