


About the Author

 Cindy Barden has worked as a writer and educational consultant since 1990. She has 
published short stories, poetry, articles, puzzles, and games in newspapers and magazines, as 
well as authoring more than 125 educational books in a variety of fields. Other projects include 
editing educational materials, writing parent/teacher guides for educational products, and design-
ing educational posters and bulletin board sets.



Jumpstarters for 
Vocabulary Building

Short Daily Warm-ups for the Classroom
By

CINDY BARDEN

COPYRIGHT © 2006 Mark Twain Media, Inc.

ISBN  1-58037-386-0

Printing No.  CD-404054

Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers
Distributed by Carson-Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.

 The purchase of this book entitles the buyer to reproduce the student pages for classroom 
use only. Other permissions may be obtained by writing Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers.

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America.

978-1-58037-742-3

404054-EB

978-1-58037-742-3

404054-EB



Table of Contents

Introduction to the Teacher .......................................................................................................1

 Types of Vocabulary Skill Activities .....................................................................................1

 Suggestions for Using This Book ........................................................................................2

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus ...........................................................................................3

Confusing Word Pairs ...............................................................................................................6

Homophones: Words That Sound Alike ....................................................................................9

Homographs: Words With Multiple Meanings .........................................................................12

Synonyms ...............................................................................................................................14

Antonyms ................................................................................................................................15

Compound Words ...................................................................................................................16

Prefixes ...................................................................................................................................18

Suffixes ...................................................................................................................................20

Prefixes and Suffixes ..............................................................................................................22

Proper Nouns and Proper Adjectives .....................................................................................23

Numerical Words ....................................................................................................................24

Acronyms  ...............................................................................................................................25

Changing the Part of Speech of Words ..................................................................................26

Words From Mythology ...........................................................................................................28

Classifying Words ...................................................................................................................29

British English .........................................................................................................................31

Foreign Words and Phrases ...................................................................................................32

 Latin Phrases ....................................................................................................................33

 French Phrases .................................................................................................................34

Idioms .....................................................................................................................................35

Answer Keys ...........................................................................................................................37

Table of ContentsJumpstarters for Vocabulary Building

ii© Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers



Introduction to the Teacher

 Physical warm-ups help athletes prepare for more strenuous types of activity. Mental 
warm-ups help students prepare for the day’s lesson while reviewing what they have previously 
learned.
 The short warm-up activities presented in this book provide teachers and parents with 
activities to help students practice the skills they have already learned. Each page contains five 
warm-ups—one for each day of the school week. Used at the beginning of class, warm-ups 
help students focus on a vocabulary-related topic.

Types of Vocabulary Skill Activities

 • Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus: Students explore a dictionary and thesaurus 
including definitions, guide words, parts of speech, antonyms, synonyms, and 
pronunciation guides.

 • Confusing Word Pairs: Students learn how to correctly use word pairs that are often 
confused, such as bought/brought and amount/number. 

 • Homophones: Words That Sound Alike: Students confront the confusion of 
homophones, words that are pronounced the same, but spelled differently.

 • Homographs: Words With Multiple Meanings: Students explore words with several 
very different meanings. Knowing more than one meaning for words allows students to 
understand better what they read and hear.

 • Synonyms and Antonyms: Students learn synonyms, words that mean nearly the 
same, to expand their vocabularies. Learning antonyms, words that have opposite
meanings, enables students to extend their word knowledge.

 • Compound Words: A compound word combines two or more words to express a single 
idea. The meaning of the new word formed may be a very different meaning than the 
individual words used. Students also examine whether or not words should be used 
singly or as compounds words, depending on the context in which they are used.

 • Prefixes and Suffixes: Students use knowledge of root words, prefixes, and suffixes 
to determine the meaning of unknown words. They discover that many words are built 
by adding both prefixes and suffixes, a process that helps students develop a larger 
vocabulary base. 

 • Proper Nouns and Proper Adjectives: With a reminder to capitalize, students take a 
tour around the world as they explore proper nouns and adjectives.
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 • Numerical Words: Students explore many common numerical words built from basic 
root words.

 • Acronyms: Acronyms, words formed from the initials or other parts of several words, 
are everywhere.These activities help students learn acronyms ASAP. 

 • Changing the Part of Speech of Words: Changing nouns to adjectives, adverbs, and 
verbs; adjectives to adverbs; and verbs to nouns augments students’ vocabulary base.

 • Words From Mythology: Being able to identify mythological characters gives students 
a broader base for understanding references found in literature, movies, etc. 

 • British English: Students learn about British English and American English words for 
the same object.

 • Foreign Words and Phrases: Students explore words and phrases with Latin, Greek, 
Spanish, French, and German origins that are commonly used in English. Recognizing
the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English enables students 
to understand and use these words accurately.

 • Idioms: What people say is not exactly what they mean, as students learn when 
they interpret figurative language. Idioms are commonly used expressions that mean 
something different from the actual words.

Suggestions for Using This Book

 • Copy and cut apart one page each week. Give students one warm-up activity each day 
at the beginning of class.

 • Give each student a copy of the entire page to complete day by day. Students can keep 
the completed pages in a three-ring binder to use as a resource.

 • Make transparencies of individual warm-ups and complete the activities as a group. 

 • Provide additional copies of warm-ups in your learning center for students to complete 
at random when they have a few extra minutes. 

 • Keep some warm-ups on hand to use as fill-ins when the class has a few extra minutes 
before lunch or dismissal.

Introduction to the Teacher (cont.)
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Name/Date 
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Name/Date 

Name/Date 

Name/Date 

Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 5

Use a dictionary. Circle the word in each row that is spelled correctly.

1. philosophy  phylosophy  phylosophi  philosofy

2.  languige   language   lanugage   lanwage

3.  liberry    libery    libary    library

4.  scientest   sighentist   sciantist   scientist

5. aperatus   apparatus   aperatis   aparatus

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 4

Use a thesaurus. Write at least two synonyms 
for each word.

  1.  appearance: 

  2.  say: 

  3. freedom: 

  4. look: 

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 3

In addition to definitions of words, write 
three other types of information found in a 
dictionary.

  1. 

  2. 

  3. 

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 2

Write “D” for dictionary or “T” for thesaurus to 
indicate which would be better to use for each 
task.

  1. Determining the part of speech of a 
  word

  2. Finding a synonym for a word
  3. Finding the exact definition for a 

  word
  4. Finding an antonym for a word

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 1

In your own words, briefly explain the difference 
between a dictionary and thesaurus.

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus
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Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 10

Browse through your thesaurus. Select any word 
that has at least 10 synonyms and use that word 
as the title for a poem. Write a short poem using 
at least 10 synonyms for the word. Your poem 
can rhyme, but it does not have to rhyme. Write 
your poem on scrap paper, edit, and revise it. 
Rewrite it on good paper.

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 9

Look up each word in a dictionary and write a 
definition for each word on your own paper.

1. postulate  2. hydrate

3. diatribe   4. peevish 

5. brandish 

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 8

Use a dictionary. Circle the word in each row that is spelled correctly.

  1.  goverment   government   govormint    guvermint

  2. unnecessary   unecessary   unnessicary   unecesary

  3.  insturmental   instermental   instirmental   instrumental

  4.  answer    anwser     anwsir     answar

  5.  thoro     thorogh    thorough    thorgh

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 7

Use a thesaurus to find at least two antonyms 
for each word.

1. success: 

2. moist: 

3. modern: 

4. independent: 

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 6

Use a dictionary to find the part of speech for 
each word. Then write a sentence using the 
word on your own paper. Some words may be 
more than one part of speech.

  1. askance 

  2. particulate 

  3. palpable 

  4. illicit 

Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus
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Using a Dictionary/
Thesaurus 15
Open a dictionary to any page. 
Find three new words. Write 
the words and their definitions. 
Then, on your own paper, write 
a sentence using each word 
correctly. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 14
1. Where is the pronunciation key in your dictionary?

2. How is it helpful to you? 

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 13
Use software or the Internet to explore an online dictionary or 
thesaurus. On your own paper, name several ways it is like a 
printed book and several ways it is different.

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 12
Many dictionaries use abbreviations, such as n. for noun 
or adj. for adjective. Find the chart for abbreviations in your 
dictionary. List four abbreviations used and what they mean.

1. 2. 

3. 4. 

Using a Dictionary/Thesaurus 11
Guide words can be found at the top of each page of entries 
in a dictionary. Explain how guide words help you use a 
dictionary. 

Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus
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Confusing Word Pairs 5

On another sheet of paper, write 
sentences using each of these 
words correctly.

  1. amount     2. number 

  3. altogether     4. all together

  5. bought     6. brought

Confusing Word Pairs 4
Amount indicates “quantity, bulk, or mass.”
Number indicates “units that can be counted.”

Write amount or number on the blanks to complete 
these sentences correctly. 
  1. Can you guess the  of 

marbles in the jar?
  2. What  of birdseed should 

we buy? 
  3. What a huge  of spaghetti 

you ate!

Confusing Word Pairs 3
All together is a phrase meaning “everyone or 
everything in the same place.”
Altogether is an adverb that means “entirely, 
completely, or in all.”

Circle altogether or all together to complete the 
sentences correctly. 
  1. I ate (altogether/all together) too much pizza 

last night.
  2.  The team sat (altogether/all together) on the 

bench.

Confusing Word Pairs 2

Use a dictionary to write a short definition for 
each word. On another sheet of paper, write a 
sentence for each word.

  1. choose: 

  2. chose: 

  3. loose: 

  4. lose: 

Confusing Word Pairs 1 

Bought is the past tense of buy.  Brought is the past tense of bring.

Complete the sentences using bought or brought.

  1. Jill  the balloons to the party that she had at the mall.

  2. Sheila  a plate of cookies to the party.

  3. Jason  soda at the grocery store.

  4. Kevin  a friend to the party.
       

Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Confusing Word Pairs

Confusing Word Pairs
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Confusing Word Pairs 10
On another sheet of paper, write sentences using each of 
these words correctly.

  1. good     2.  well     3. among 
  4. between      5. irritate    6. aggravate 
  7. continuous   8. continual

Confusing Word Pairs 9
Continual means “repeated often.”
Continuous means “without a stop.”
Circle the correct word to complete each sentence.
  1. The (continual/continuous) sound of the surf lulls me to sleep at 

night.
  2. The (continual/continuous) interruptions affected my concen-

tration.

Confusing Word Pairs 7
Irritate means “to cause impatience, to provoke, or to annoy.”
Aggravate means “to make a condition worse.”

Circle the correct word to complete each sentence. 
  1.  When the team lost, the coach was in a state of (aggravation/

irritation).
  2. Scratching (aggravated/irritated) his rash.
  3. My father was (aggravated/irritated) by my low grade in math.

Confusing Word Pairs 6

Among is a preposition used 
when referring to more than two 
people or things.
Between is a preposition used 
when referring to only two people 
or things.

Write between or among to 
complete each phrase correctly. 

  1.  the 

 two of us  

  2.  the 

trees of the forest

  3.  the 

seven children 

  4.  the 

 red one and the blue one

  5.  a 

 rock and a hard place 

  6.  all 

 their friends

Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Confusing Word Pairs

Confusing Word Pairs 8
Use a dictionary to write a short definition for each word. On 
another sheet of paper, write a sentence for each word.

  1. borrow: 

  2. loan: 

  3. fewer: 

  4. less: 

Confusing Word Pairs
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Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Confusing Word Pairs

Confusing Word Pairs 15
On another sheet of paper, write sentences 
using each of these words correctly.

1.  advice  2. advise  

3. devise  4. device

5. borrow  6. lend  

7. affect  8. effect

Confusing Word Pairs 14
Accept means “to agree to something or to receive 
something.”
Except means “to exclude or hold something 
apart.”

Circle the correct word in each sentence.
  1. Everyone agreed to the plan (accept/except) 

Herman.
  2. Everyone who passed the test was (accepted/

excepted) from homework yesterday.
  3. Michael (accepted/excepted) his son’s apology.

Confusing Word Pairs 12
Match these words with their definitions. Feel free to 
use a dictionary.

  1.   advice  A. A machine or instrument

  2.  advise  B. To think out, plan, or invent

  3.  device  C. Information provided by    

            someone

  4.  devise  D.  To provide information, 

            especially when making 

            a decision

Confusing Word Pairs 13     
Good is an adjective used to modify a noun or pronoun.
 We enjoy good food. It is good to see you.
Well is an adverb that modifies verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, or 
it is used as an adjective when it describes someone’s health. 
 He looked well. They were well dressed. She sang well.
Write good or well on the blanks to complete the sentences correctly.
  1. She performed .      2. The pizza tasted .
  3. These peppers are     4. He skates .
  5. She made a  attempt to win.   6.  Kent was not feeling .

Confusing Word Pairs 11
Effect means “to accomplish something or bring 
about a result.” 
Affect means “to act upon or influence.” 

Circle the correct word in each sentence.

  1. The storm (affected/effected) our telephone 

service.

  2. The (affect/effect) of the medication was 

amazing.

  3. Will what I say have any (affect/effect) on you?

Confusing Word Pairs
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Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Homophones: Words That Sound Alike

Homophones 5
On another sheet of paper, write sentences 
using each of these words.

  1. capital    2. Capitol 

  3. stationary    4. stationery 

  5. bridal    6. bridle

Homophones 4
Write a brief definition for each word.

  1. Capitol: 

 

  2. capital: 

  

Homophones 3
Use the words listed below to complete the sentences. Feel free to 
use a dictionary.
 reigns  reins  straight strait
1. The king , but the queen holds the  

of power.
2. If you travel  east by ship, you will reach the 

 of Gibraltar leading to the Mediterranean Sea.

Homophones 2
Match these homophones with their definitions. Feel free to use a 
dictionary.

  1.  stationary A.  not interested
  2.  stationery B.  paper for writing letters
  3.  board  C.  associated with brides or weddings
  4.  bored  D.  motionless
  5.  bridal  E.  leather straps used to guide a horse
  6.  bridle  F.   lumber

Homophones 1

• Homophones are words 
that sound the same but 
have different meanings and 
spellings. 

Principal means “a leader or 
chief”; “a sum of money that 
earns interest”; or “the most 
important.”
Principle means “a truth, law, or 
moral outlook that governs how 
someone behaves.”

Circle the correct word to 
complete each sentence.
 

  1. He was a person of strong 

(principles/principals).

  2. The (principles/principals) 

of nine schools met for 

lunch.

  3. My advice is to spend the 

interest, but don’t touch 

the (principle/principal).

  4. Some scientific (principles/

principals) are difficult to 

understand.

  5. The (principle/principal) 

goal of the conference was 

to find a solution.

Homophones: Words That Sound Alike
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Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 1 (p. 3)
Answers will vary.

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 2 (p. 3)
1.  D    2.  T    3.  D    4.  T

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 3 (p. 3)
Answers will vary.

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 4 (p. 3)
Answers will vary. Possible answers are listed.
1.  sight; show; scene; view; outlook
2.  speak; utter; talk; state; declare
3.  liberty; autonomy; independence; choice
4.  see; stare; gaze; glance; spy

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 5 (p. 3)
1.  philosophy     2.  language 
3.  library      4.  scientist  
5.  apparatus

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 6 (p. 4)
Sentences will vary.
1.  askance: adverb 
2.  particulate:  noun or adjective 
3.  palpable: adjective 
4.  illicit: adjective

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 7 (p. 4)
Answers will vary. Possible answers given.
1.  failure; malfunction; collapse
2.  dry; arid; parched
3.  antique; old-fashioned; traditional
4.  dependent; needy, reliant

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 8 (p. 4)
1.  government    2.  unnecessary  
3.  instrumental    4.  answer 
5.  thorough

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 9 (p. 4)
1.  postulate: to assume or suggest something is 

true
2.  hydrate: to provide water in order to maintain a 

correct fluid balance

Vocabulary Warm-ups:
Answer Keys

  3.  diatribe: a criticism, often bitter or accusing in 
nature

  4.  peevish: fretful, cross, or complaining
  5.  brandish: to wave something about, often in a 

threatening manner

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 10 (p. 4)
Answers will vary.

Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15 (p. 5)
Answers will vary.

Confusing Word Pairs 1 (p. 6)
  1.  brought; bought   2.  brought 
  3.  bought      4.  brought

Confusing Word Pairs 2 (p. 6)
Sentences will vary.
  1.  choose: to select   
  2.  chose: past tense of choose
  3.  loose: not tight
  4.  lose: to misplace something

Confusing Word Pairs 3 (p. 6)
  1.  altogether     2.  all together 

Confusing Word Pairs 4 (p. 6)
  1.  number     2.  amount  
  3.  amount

Confusing Word Pairs 5 (p. 6)
Answers will vary.

Confusing Word Pairs 6 (p. 7)
  1.  between     2.  among  
  3.  among      4.  between 
  5.  between     6.  among

Confusing Word Pairs 7 (p. 7)
  1.  irritation     2.  aggravated  
  3.  irritated 

Answer Keys



Confusing Word Pairs 8 (p. 7)
Sentences will vary.

1.  borrow: to receive something with the intention 
of returning the same or an equivalent

2.  loan: money or an item received in exchange for 
a promise to pay it back, usually with interest

3.  Fewer is used with items or people that can be 
counted and is used with plural nouns.

4.  Less indicates amount or degree and is used 
with singular nouns.

Confusing Word Pairs 9 (p. 7)
1.  continuous     2.  continual 

Confusing Word Pairs 10 (p. 7)
Answers will vary.

Confusing Word Pairs 11 (p. 8)
1.  affected     2.  effect  
3.  effect

Confusing Word Pairs 12 (p. 8)
1.  C    2.  D    3.  A    4.  B

Confusing Word Pairs 13 (p. 8)
1. well      2.  good  
3.  good      4.  well
5.  good      6.  well  

Confusing Word Pairs 14 (p. 8)
1.  except      2.  excepted  
3.  accepted

Confusing Word Pairs 15 (p. 8)
Answers will vary.

Homophones 1 (p. 9)
1.  principles     2.  principals  
3.  principal     4.  principles  
5.  principal

Homophones 2 (p. 9)
1.  D    2.  B    3.  F    4.  A  
5.  C    6.  E

Homophones 3 (p. 9)
1.  reigns; reins    2.  straight; strait 

Homophones 4 (p. 9)
  1.  The government building in Washington, D.C.
  2.  A seat of government; money for investing; 

uppercase letter

Homophones 5 (p. 9)
Sentences will vary.

Homophones 6 (p. 10)
  1.  residence     2.  pedal 
  3.  peddle      4.  residents

Homophones 7 (p. 10)
  1.  peek      2.  peak  
  3.  pique

Homophones 8 (p. 10)
Answers will vary. Some possible answers listed.
  1.  quote; verb  
  2.  a place ; noun
  3.  vision; noun/verb
  4.  a set of rooms in a motel or hotel; noun 
  5.  sugary; adjective

Homophones 9 (p. 10)
Sentences will vary.

Homophones 10 (p. 10)
  1.  C    2.  F    3.  A    4.  E  
  5.  D    6.  B

Homophones 11 (p. 11)
  1.  horse; hoarse   
  2.  lesson; lessen 
  3.  patients; patience  
  4.  teamed
  5.  beach; teemed

Homophones 12 (p. 11)
  1.  ascent – to rise; assent – to agree  
  2.  brake – a device for stopping a vehicle; 
 break – shatter    
  3.  chilly – cold; chili – a type of meaty soup

Homophones 13 (p. 11)
  piece – noun; coral – noun; beach – noun
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