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Introduction

Students love to learn about animals. They are especially fond of discovering interesting, 
bizarre, and often surprising habits of animals. These unusual facts that students enjoy are often 
considered unimportant and ignored in lesson plans. Here are a few examples.

• Badgers air their bedding in the spring.
• In Ancient Egypt when a pet cat died, the family would shave their eyebrows.  
• A polar bear’s fur is not white. Its fur is transparent, and its skin is black.

 • The Blonde Mangalitza pig is a breed of pig in Hungary that has fleece like a sheep.
 • The saliva of vampire bats is being studied as a treatment for stroke.

The second problem in studying mammals is that many of the “facts” we have learned in 
school or that have been passed down from past generations are either not true or cannot be 
documented. Some of them may have begun as a story someone told their grandchildren, and the 
grandchild passed it along, and eventually it was published and became part of folklore. In other 
cases, stories have been recorded by individuals who either hated or liked certain mammals and 
purposely lied about them. Here are some examples:

• The hump of a camel is not filled with water. It is filled with fat. 
• Bats rarely give humans disease. Like all mammals, they can get rabies, but they do not 

 contract the disease nor spread it any more than other mammals.
• Bats avoid contact with humans. They don’t become entangled in a person’s hair.
• Gorillas are not ferocious creatures; they are gentle. 
• The porcupine does not “shoot” its quills.

This book is designed as a series of quizzes that includes these as well as many other amazing 
facts about mammals. It doesn’t deal with all of the important facts about mammals that students 
learn in school. Instead, by revealing little-known facts, it gives an unusual and interesting view 
of many of the creatures that students find fascinating. 

The book is especially valuable as a pre-learning activity. Prior to studying a unit, one of 
the tests from this book should pique a student’s interest, arouse his or her curiosity, and give a 
different perspective to what he or she is about to learn. It will be a springboard for discussion. 
Just as important as the facts and answers are the explanations after each quiz. The explana-
tions of some of the answers give elaborate details concerning these unusual facts. The answers 
and explanations are printed just after the questions so they can be duplicated and given to the 
students for further study. 

In addition to the quizzes, there are puzzles and logic problems dealing with mammals. Some 
are very easy, and others are quite difficult. Also, there is a section called “Scientific Mysteries.” 
These are actual mysteries that the students are invited to solve. They can solve the mystery by 
themselves, in groups, or the teacher may present the mystery as a twenty-question type of activity. 
In this case, the teacher would read the mystery to the class, and the students would try to solve 
it by asking the teacher questions. The teacher can only answer “yes” or “no” to the questions.

Here’s one other suggestion. Have your students start their own list of strange and unusual 
facts about mammals they find in their research. Print the list for your students at the end of the 
year.

Introduction
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Mammals Trivia

Directions: Indicate if the statements listed below are either “True” or “False” by circling the cor-
rect response. 

True  False 1.  The orca whale is one of the few species of whales that actually comes on 
shore. 

True  False 2. When a horse is born, its legs are almost as long as they will be when it 
grows up.

True  False  3.  About five percent of all mammals can fly. 
True  False  4.  An elephant keeper sometimes uses a blowtorch in order to clean the 

animal’s hide.
True  False  5.  Chimpanzees can swim faster than fish.
True  False  6. In 1916, an elephant was arrested and hanged for murder in Erwin, Ten-

nessee. 
True  False  7. Some tribes treat nosebleeds with the smoke from burning giraffe skins.
True  False  8.  Giraffe twins have identical patterns of spots.
True  False  9.  The giant anteater eats over 10,000,000 ants or termites a year.
True  False  10.  Until Europeans arrived, there were no hoofed animals in Australia.
True  False  11.  A horse focuses its eye by changing the shape of the lens.
True  False  12.  Many years ago in Siam, anyone who displeased the emperor was given 

a white elephant.
True  False  13.  Anteaters are the only mammals to have no teeth.
True  False  14.  Sperm whales can stay submerged for up to two days. 
True  False  15.  A baboon once worked as a signalman for a railway company in South 

Africa.
True  False  16.  Camels are able to close their noses, and alligators are able to close their 

ears. 
True  False  17. Camels have two sets of eyelids.
True  False  18.  Meerkats join gangs. 
True  False  19.  The nine-banded armadillo regularly produces the largest litters of any 

mammals.
True  False  20. Llamas are used as beasts of burden in the Andes. They carry goods from 

one place to another. They will refuse to carry anything that weighs more 
than 50 pounds.

True  False  21. Each day, one species of life becomes extinct.
True  False 22. Red-capped mangabeys, medium-sized, tree-dwelling African monkeys, 

communicate by using hand signals.
True  False 23. A camel is capable of drinking a bathtub full of water at one time. 
True  False 24. An elephant will sometimes use a large stick held in its trunk in order to 

remove an infected tooth.
True  False 25. The Hanuman langur is an Asian monkey. One of its favorite foods contains 

strychnine, a poison that will kill a human.

Mammals Trivia
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Mammals Trivia Answers

1.  True. Orcas intentionally beach themselves in Argentina and the Crozet Islands in order to 
capture a baby sea lion. They go onto the beach by using their front flippers, grab the sea 
lion, and then roll back into the ocean. The orca does not eat the sea lion immediately, but 
will toss it into the air several times as a lesson for young orcas.

2.  True.
3.  False. The nearly 1,000 species of bats comprise almost 25 percent of all known mammals 

by species.
4.  True.
5.  False. Chimpanzees hate water. They will go miles out of their way to go around a small 

river, rather than wade across it. When it rains, a chimp becomes depressed and bows his 
head until the rain stops.

6.  True. The elephant’s name was Big Mary, and she worked with a circus that was performing 
in Tennessee. One day her trainer poked her with a stick, and Big Mary stomped on him. The 
circus decided that people would not come to the circus as long as Big Mary was around, so 
they decide to execute her. The problem was, “How do you kill an elephant?” Guns used by 
hunters were not powerful enough to do the job. Someone suggested hanging the elephant 
with a crane owned by the railroad yard located in nearby Erwin. Thousands of people showed 
up for the hanging. They locked a chain around Big Mary’s neck and then raised the crane.
The chain broke and Big Mary fell and was knocked unconscious. They quickly put the chain 
around her neck again, and this time they were successful. 

7.  True. 
8.  False. No two giraffes have the same pattern of spots. No two zebras have the same pattern 

of stripes.
9.  True.

10.  True. Cattle, horses, goats, deer, and other hoofed animals were all imported.
11.  False. Unlike humans who change the shape of their lens, a horse focuses its eye by chang-

ing the angle of its head. 
12.  True. Thailand was once called Siam. Many years ago in Siam, white elephants, which are 

rare, were considered sacred. If one was found, it was given to the emperor. In fact, the 
emperor was known as the “Lord of the White Elephant.” It is recorded that if the emperor 
became angry with one of his nobles, he would send that noble a white elephant. Since the 
elephant was sacred, the noble could not destroy it. He couldn’t give it away, since it was a 
gift from the emperor. So, he had to take care of it. The cost of maintaining an elephant is 
extremely high. Eventually, the noble used up all his money and resources in taking care 
of the elephant and became poor. Over the years, the phrase “white elephant” has come to 
mean items that are expensive but useless.

13.  True.
14.  False. Sperm whales breathe air and can only stay submerged for up to two hours. They can 

dive over a mile below the surface of the water.
15.  True. James Wilde was a guard working on a South African railway when he slipped, fell 

under a train, and lost both legs. As a result of this accident, Wilde could no longer work as 
a guard for the railway and became unemployed. He made himself pegged-legs and also a 
wagon-like contraption that enabled him to get around. So, the railway company hired him 
to be a signalman. One day he went to the marketplace and met a man who had a baboon. 

Mammals Trivia Answers
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James was able to buy the baboon and taught him to push him in his wagon to and from 
work. 

  The baboon had only been with James at the railway a few days when it began imitating 
James’ jobs. James was impressed with its intelligence, so he trained the baboon to listen 
to the length and number of blasts from the train’s whistles that told the signalman how to 
change the signals. He also taught him other parts of his job. Eventually, the baboon was 
able to do everything James was able to do. He did everything quickly and accurately. 

  That should be the end of the story, but it isn’t. One day someone saw the baboon chang-
ing the signals, thought it was a dangerous thing, and reported it. The baboon was fired. 
James and the other workers at the railway begged the authorities to give the baboon a test 
to prove he was reliable. They agreed and made up a very difficult test with signals that were 
changed quickly and often. The baboon responded to every signal correctly. The authorities 
gave him his job back. 

  The baboon was named Jack the Signalman. He was given an employment number and 
a monthly ration from the government. He was paid 20 cents a day and a half a bottle of 
beer on Saturdays. He worked for nine years before he died. Over that time, he never made 
a mistake. 

16.  True.
17.  False. Camels have three sets of eyelids. 
18.  True. Actually, the group name for meerkats is “gang.” Sometimes, for their protection, a gang 

of meerkats will work together. They will stand up on their hind legs and then advance forward 
together. Their appearance together is so frightening that even large predators retreat. 

19.  False. That honor goes to the tailless tenrec, also known as the Madagascar hedgehog. 
It produces the largest litters of any mammals—as many as 32 babies at once. The nine-
banded armadillo always gives birth to quadruplets of the same sex. 

20.  True.
21.  False. It is estimated that each day, anywhere from 35–150 species of life become extinct.
22.  False. They use facial expressions. Mangabeys have white eyelids that can easily be seen 

in the dim light of the forest. The white facial highlights allow these monkeys to “talk” to each 
other over a long distance. 

23.  True.
24.  True. The molars of an elephant are huge. Its tusks, which are actually teeth, can be over 

ten feet long. When an elephant has an infected tooth, he is in great pain and will do about 
anything to get rid of the pain. He might use a stick to remove the tooth, or he might wedge 
the tusk in the crotch of a tree and pull. 

25.  True. The Hanuman langur is able to eat tough food that other creatures can’t digest. They 
sometimes eat seeds with high levels of strychnine and other poisons. 

Mammals Trivia Answers (cont.)
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Mammals: North America

North America includes Canada, Greenland, the United States, Mexico, Central America, 
and the islands of the Caribbean Sea. It is the third-largest continent when measured by area.  
North America has the most varied kind of climate and terrain of any continent. It has warm Carib-
bean beaches in the south and ice-covered plains in the north. Its landscape has mountains, flat 
grasslands, deserts, and rain forests. North America has the largest island in the world, as well 
as the largest freshwater lake. This variety of climates and terrain is the home for some amazing 
animals.

Directions: Circle the letter of the correct answer(s).
         

1. The nine-banded armadillo always gives birth to:
 A.  Only one newborn at a time.  
 B. Identical twins.       
 C. Identical triplets.     
 D.  Identical quadruplets. 

2. Armadillos are able to: 
 A.  Walk on water.     
 B.  Walk underwater.      
 C.  Fly from tree to tree.    
 D. Go without water for three weeks.  

3. The common nine-banded armadillo is used in research to find a cure for:
 A.  Psoriasis.      B. Leprosy.       
 C. Cancer.      D. Baldness. 

4. In the spring, badgers:
 A.  Mate .      B. Air their bedding.     
 C. Hibernate.     D. Migrate to the north.

5. Beavers build their lodges in a lake. In order to protect themselves from predators, they 
protect the entrance by:

 A.  Building it underwater.   B.  Rolling a stone in front of it.   
 C. Building it near a snake hole.  D. Closing it with mud. 

6. What is the largest deer in the world?
 A.  Reindeer      B. The Alaskan bull moose    
 C. Thompson Gazelle    D. Le John Deer
 
7. In order to protect itself from predators, the hedgehog:

 A.  Runs away.     B. Puts poison on its quills.      
C. Fights.      D. Hides in a tree.

Mammals: North America



5

Name:  Date: 

Amazing Facts About Mammals

© Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers

8. When a North American opossum is approached by a predator, it:
 A.  Pretends to be dead.   B. Passes out from terror.      

C.  Falls asleep.     D.  Begins to meditate. 

9. Mice like to: 
 A.  Dance.      B. Sing.        
 C. Hum.      D. Draw.

10. When Canadian porcupines greet each other, they: 
 A.  Hug.       B. Kiss each other on the lips.      

C. Give each other a “high five.”  D. Wink.

11. If you inject a rabbit with the blood of a sleeping rabbit, it will:
 A.  Go to sleep.      B.  Die.        
 C. Become immune to certain diseases.  D. Become a super rabbit. 

12. The act of giving birth to a litter of rabbits is called: 
 A.  Breaking.      B.  Birthing.        

C. Bundling.       D. Kindling.

13. You can have a general idea where a jackrabbit lives by measuring its:
 A.  Teeth.      B. Fur.        
 C. Ears.      D. Feet.

14. The mole rat lives like a(n): 
 A.  Mouse.      B. Guinea pig.        

C. Bee.       D. Opossum.

15. If there is no water to drink, the North American kangaroo rat:
 A.  Will die.      B. Can live without water.    
 C. Will hibernate.     D. Can survive only six weeks.

16. A dormouse is a sleeper, or hibernator. The dormouse that begins its winter sleep before 
the others:

 A.  May be eaten by the others.  B.  Will lose all of its food.      
C. Will wake up last.    D. Will wake up first.

17. The yellow-footed marsupial mouse escapes the notice of flying predators by:
 A.  Pretending to be dead.   B.  Disguising itself as a leaf.   
 C. Walking upside down.    D. Attaching itself to a bear. 

Mammals: North America (cont.)
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18. It is possible for a pair of mice to be responsible for this number of offspring in less than a 
year. 

 A. 150        B.  1,500        
 C.  15,000      D.  150,000 
 
19. For which of the following does a squirrel not use its tail?
 A.  Sunshade     B. Third arm        

C. Blanket      D. Umbrella

20. In the winter, the short-tailed weasel is called a(n):
 A.  Mink.      B.  Snow weasel.       

C. Blizzard Bailey.     D. Ermine.

21.  Prairie dogs are a type of large, burrowing squirrel that is native to the western United    
States. They identify one another by: 

 A.  Kissing.       B. Smell.   
 C.  Touch.      D.  The way they eat.

22.  Which of the following rooms is not found in a mole’s house? 
 A.  Honeymoon room    B. Bathroom        

C. Kitchen      D. Storeroom

23. The scientific name for a wolverine means:
 A.  Glutton.      B.  Female wolf.        

C. Smelly weasel.     D.  Brown bear.

24. What fell on Bergen, Norway, in 1578? 
 A.  Green toads     B.  Lightning balls       

C. Fish       D.  Yellow mice

25.  The rodent known as the woodchuck is also called the: 
 A. Woodie.      B.  Chuckie.       
 C. Little Beaver.     D.  Whistle-pig.

Mammals: North America (cont.)
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Mammals: North America Answers
 
1.  D. Identical quadruplets. Armadillos are burrowing animals whose bodies are enclosed 

in bony plates. There are several types of armadillos that live from the southern part of the 
United States to Argentina. While some mammals have lots of babies at once, the nine-
banded armadillo always gives birth to quadruplets of the same sex. The babies are identical 
because they are all formed from a single egg.   

2. B. Walk underwater. When an armadillo comes to water, it cannot swim because its armored 
plates are too heavy. So, it usually holds its breath and continues to walk. It will cross the 
stream or pond while walking on the bottom underwater. It is also possible for some armadil-
los to gulp down enough air into their digestive systems so they will float. 

3. B. Leprosy. The common nine-banded armadillo is as susceptible to leprosy as humans 
are, so it is used to research the disease. 

4. B. Air their bedding. 
5. A. Building it underwater. Beavers might be considered architectural geniuses. They prefer 

to build their homes in lakes, but if there is no lake available, they will build a lake. They find 
a stream and then, using their very sharp teeth, they gnaw through small trees, which they 
use to build a dam. They use rocks to secure the trees and other vegetation, and then they 
seal the dam using mud. The dam can be as high as 10 feet and as long as 100 feet. The 
beaver then builds its home, called a lodge, in the water. The lodge is built in the shape of a 
dome using twigs, reeds, stone, and mud. Part of the lodge is underwater, and part is above 
water. Inside, the beaver builds a platform for sleeping that is above the water’s level. The 
entrance to the lodge is built underwater so that in order to enter, they have to swim in. This 
design protects the beaver from predators. Beavers adjust the level of the lake by widening 
the spillways when the lake gets too high and narrowing the spillways when the lake gets 
too low.

6. B. The Alaskan bull moose. They have been known to weigh 1,800 pounds and grow to 7 
feet at the shoulders.

7. B. Puts poison on its quills. Hedgehogs are covered with spines except for on their faces, 
legs, and bellies. A hedgehog may have 8,000 spines. In order to protect itself, a hedgehog 
will either eat or lick a poisonous toad or plant, foam at the mouth, and then lick the poison 
onto its quills. When attacked, the hedgehog will curl up into a ball with its poisonous spines 
facing outward. While there are similarities between porcupines and hedgehogs, the two are 
not related. Hedgehogs are sometimes kept as pets. They eat insects, mice, snails, lizards, 
frogs, and even snakes. 

8. B. Passes out from terror. The American opossum is a marsupial. Most pouched animals 
are found in Australia. The American opossum is the only one found in North America. 
They are quite small when they are born. About 24 newborns would fit into a teaspoon. As 
a defense mechanism, when the North American opossum is approached by a predator, it 
closes its eyes and becomes totally limp. It looks as if it is dead. In fact, when someone is 
pretending to be asleep, people say he is “playing possum.” Many believe an opossum uses 
this as a trick to make its predator believe that it is dead. In fact, it’s not pretending at all. It 
really does pass out from sheer terror.

9. B. Sing. Scientists have actually made recordings of mice singing, whistling, twittering, and 
chirping like birds. In the 1940s, Americans listened to a radio concert of a mouse singing. 

Mammals: North America Answers
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10.  B. Kiss each other on the lips. A porcupine has more than 30,000 quills. These quills 
are hollow and enable a porcupine to float and swim. When threatened, the porcupine will 
puff up its quills, which makes it look unappetizing. If this does not prevent a predator from 
attacking, a porcupine will use its tail to push the quills into its enemy. Porcupine quills are 
not only painful, they are hard to remove because they have little hooks on them that point 
backward and tear the skin when a person tries to pull them out. When a porcupine is born, 
however, its quills are soft and mostly white. Within a few hours, they harden. 

11.  A. Go to sleep.  
12. D. Kindling.
13. C. Ears. The longer the jackrabbit’s ears, the warmer the place where it lives.
14. C. Bee. The naked mole rat is a mammal that burrows. Its colony behaves very much like 

that of a bee. The mole is ruled by a queen and lives in colonies underground. The queen is 
the only one of the colony that gives birth to the young. All of the other mole rats perform all 
of the jobs that are required by the queen. They dig tunnels, find food, look after the young, 
and generally behave in a manner similar to bees.  

15. B. Can live without water. North American kangaroo rats can do things of which few other 
animals are capable. Not only can they survive in temperatures of over 120° Fahrenheit, they 
can live without ever drinking water. It is not that they don’t need water, but their bodies are 
able to control their water balance. First, they reserve their water loss by staying underground 
when it is very hot. Second, most of the moisture that the kangaroo rat needs comes from 
inside its own body. This is called metabolic water and is released when the food the rat eats 
is digested. 

16. A. May be eaten by the others. When a dormouse hibernates, he really hibernates. A hi-
bernating dormouse can be rolled across a table or tossed in the air, and it won’t wake up. 
When the hibernation period begins, a dormouse must be wary not to be the first one to go 
to sleep. Other dormice may eat the first one that begins its hibernation before the rest. A 
dormouse may even devour its own mother if she falls asleep first. 

17.  C. By walking upside down. It walks upside down on a twig. 
18. C. 15,000.
19.  B. Third arm.
20.  D. Ermine.
21. A. Kissing
22. C. Kitchen. 
23. A. Glutton. The wolverine is an unusual animal that lives in the Arctic and sub-Arctic regions. 

It will eat small mammals, or it will scavenge dead animals that others have killed. The name 
would lead one to believe that the animal was a species of wolf. But it isn’t. It looks kind of 
like a bear, but actually is a member of the weasel family. It was given its scientific name of 
“glutton” because it attacks and eats any prey with which it comes into contact. 

24. D. Yellow mice.
25. D. Whistle-pig.
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