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     Introduction

Dear Teacher:

 “I’m finished, what do I do now?” “Do I have to write a report?”

 Are these questions familiar? In Wonders: A Journey Around the World you will find 
motivational topics that will keep students reading as they travel “beyond classroom walls” to 
find out about different kinds of wonders.

 Each topic begins with a brief quote and summaries designed to capture student interest. 
The three to seven activities can be duplicated and include a variety of skills to meet student 
learning styles and operational levels.

Wonders: A Journey Around the World is flexible for use with small or large groups,  
independent work, and enrichment homework assignments. The sections do not have to 
be used sequentially and will enhance the ongoing curriculum, while providing challenging 
alternatives.

Dear Student:

 We live in a world of wondrous sights! A world of awe and astonishment ... a world 
of things to spark our imagination and compel us to search for greater understandings and 
knowledge. Such are the wonders you will find.

 Contained within Wonders: A Journey Around the World is a small sampling of those 
wonders that cause us to pause in admiration. There are many other wonders that could be 
included. The tiny ant is as much a wonder as the Great Pyramid of Giza! Each can be admired 
for its own unique qualities.

 Be amazed as you journey to places all over the world. Read and work through each 
section as you explore these incredible wonders.

Introduction
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WONDER – a strange and surprising thing or event; the feeling caused by what is strange 
and surprising

— Webster’s Dictionary of the English Language

WONDER – marvel, gape, stare      

WONDERFUL – marvelous, remarkable, striking, astonishing, incredible, extraordinary, 
exceptional, superb, magnificent, miraculous, splendid, fabulous 

— The Clear and Simple Thesaurus Dictionary

By Definition We Find ...

By Definition We Find ...
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Ancient Wonders 

 “Wonder rather than doubt is the root of knowledge.”      — A.J.  Herschel

 “The only failure is not trying.”      — Traditional

THE SEVEN WONDERS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

In the second century B.C., seven wonders were described by Antipater Sidon. These 
were: the Great Pyramid at Giza in Africa, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon in Asia, the Statue 
of Zeus at Olympia in Europe, the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus in Asia, the Mausoleum at 
Halicarnassus, the Lighthouse (Pharos) of Alexandria in Africa, and the Colossus of Rhodes in 
Asia. Ancient people knew of and were awed by these great monuments. Sadly, all that remains 
today are the Pyramids of Egypt. The rest of these tremendous structures have become a 
legendary part of the heritage handed down through generations.

THE HANGING GARDENS OF BABYLON

 Babylon was a rich and powerful ancient 
city along the Euphrates River where modern-
day Baghdad, the capital of Iraq, is now located. 
Babylon had many beautiful buildings, and one 
of the most beautiful was the Hanging Gardens, 
which was a huge terraced building planted 
with every kind of tree and flower available 
in the kingdom. The Gardens were built by 
Nebuchadnezzar II, who ruled Babylon from 
605 to 562 B.C. He built the Hanging Gardens 
for his wife, who was homesick for her native 
country, Persia, which had hills, trees, flowers, 
and plants instead of desert.

THE TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS AT  EPHESUS

In about 560 B.C., Croesus, the king of Lydia, had a glorious temple built in Ephesus, a 
Greek city on the coast of Asia Minor that is now part of present-day Turkey. The temple, built 
of limestone and marble, was dedicated to the Greek goddess Artemis. Artemis, a protector of 
animals and young girls, was considered the Greeks’ main goddess. The Romans called this 
goddess “Diana.”

Ancient Wonders
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Ancient Wonders (cont.)

Ancient Wonders

THE COLOSSUS OF RHODES

 The people who lived on Rhodes, an island in the 
Aegean Sea off the coast of present-day Turkey, felt that 
Helios, the Greek sun god, had saved their island from 
invaders. In gratitude, the people of Rhodes decided to 
build a special statue to honor him. The people chose 
Chares, an architect, to design the statue, which was 
placed to overlook the harbor. The 120-foot tall statue 
was called the Colossus from the Greek word kolossos,
meaning “a huge statue.” The statue was completed in 
290 B.C.

THE STATUE OF ZEUS AT OLYMPIA

 The Temple of Zeus stood in a sacred area where the 
Olympic games were held every four years. The statue of Zeus, the 
greatest of the gods and king of the gods, was modeled according 
to the description Homer provided in writing The Iliad. One of the 
greatest of Greek sculptors, Phidias, developed a technique to 
sculpt huge gold and ivory statues. He spent four years carving 
the 40-foot statue, the body of which was ivory draped with gold 
and precious gems. It was placed at one end of the temple when 
completed, and the statue barely fit into the temple! In Zeus’s right 
hand was the figure of Victory, in his left hand a jeweled scepter. 
The statue was always covered by a curtain until displayed only on 
sacred days. The great temple was destroyed in 427 A.D., and the 
fate of the statue is not known.
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Ancient Wonders (cont.)

THE PYRAMIDS OF EGYPT

 The Pyramids are the oldest of the ancient wonders. The three pyramids were built 
as tombs for Egyptian kings in about 2700 B.C. The Egyptian kings were Khufu, Khafre, and 
Menkure. The greatest of the pyramids is that of King Cheops (Khufu). The Great Pyramid at 
Giza is about 450 feet high, and each side is 755 feet long at its base. About 2.5 million stones, 
weighing an average of two tons each, were cut and put into place by hand! Some 100,000 
people were used over 20 years to create this burial place for their king. Covering an area as 
large as ten football fields and over 450 feet in height, the Great Pyramid is a marvel of ancient 
construction. It is still not known how the Egyptian workers were able to raise these very heavy 
stones up the sides of the pyramid and place them on the upper levels. It would be possible to 
build 30 Empire State Buildings or a road 18 inches thick from New York City to Salt Lake City 
with the blocks used to construct the Pyramid. One of the remaining puzzles for chemists is to 
analyze the special cement used as a coating for the thin outer facing. Astronomers, physicists,
mathematicians, and engineers have investigated this ancient site searching for answers.

THE MAUSOLEUM AT  HALICARNASSUS

 Halicarnassus was the capital of a Greek city in Caria. Caria was on the coast of Asia 
Minor in what is now Turkey. The ruler of Caria was a man named Mausolus who had succeeded 
his father as governor. Mausolus was powerful and ambitious. With money looted from victories in 
battle, he built the capital city of Halicarnassus and a beautiful palace for himself and his queen. 
He also planned a magnificent tomb that was completed after his death in 353 B.C. The tomb was 
so magnificent that even today large tombs are called mausoleums.




