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What’s the Difference?

What is the difference between a honeybee and a wasp?

 Honeybees live in huge, organized colonies in woods, �elds, and gardens. Wasps build 

complex nests of many six-sided cells. Bees collect the sweet nectar from �owers to make 

honey. Wasps eat the sweet nectar. They also eat insects and arachnids. When a honeybee 

stings, it loses its stinger and dies. A wasp can sting many times and live to sting some more.  

Bees live through winter; wasps don’t. 

What is the difference between a fruit and a vegetable?

 This is an easy one. Seeds make all the difference. Any �eshy part of a plant that grows 

from a �ower is its fruit. If it contains seeds, it is considered a fruit, like oranges, apples, peaches, 

and tomatoes. If it has no seeds, or is itself a seed, like lettuce, corn, carrots, potatoes, peas, 

and beans, it is considered a vegetable.

What is the difference between fog and smog?

 This is another easy one. Fog is a cloud that forms near the ground and stays low to the 

ground. Fog can occur at any time, day or night, and can last for a brief or a long time. Smog 

is fog with pollution. Smog is usually thicker than fog because of the pollution particles in the 

air. The pollution comes from factories, cars, trucks, and �res.  Since these are usually found in 

cities, there is more smog in cities than in the country.

What is the difference between frogs and toads?

 Not much—they both are in the same amphibian family. Toads have shorter, stouter 

legs, wider bodies, and rougher, drier skin than frogs. Frogs have smooth, moist skin, long legs, 

and skinnier bodies. Toads hop, and frogs jump. Frogs live in or near water, and their feet are 

webbed; toads live on land near water and have slightly webbed feet.
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What is the difference between an alligator and a crocodile?

 Alligators are part of the crocodile family. Alligators have shorter, rounder snouts than 

do crocodiles, which give the alligator’s head a more triangular shape. When an alligator 

closes its mouth, you can’t see its teeth like you can with a crocodile. Alligators live in swamps 

and streams; crocodiles live in tropical and semitropical aquatic areas. Crocodiles are more 

aggressive than alligators.

What is the difference between the Arctic and the Antarctic?

 Location, location, location. The Arctic is the point farthest north on the earth, the place 

where Santa Claus lives: the North Pole. It is that place where if you walked any farther you 

would be heading south. The Antarctic is what you would reach if you continued walking south 

until you began walking north. Both are frigid worlds at the two extremities of Earth. Antarctica 

is the coldest, windiest, highest, and driest continent. The Arctic is not a continent but includes 

parts of three continents: northern Europe, Asia, and North America. People live in the Arctic 

region, but Antarctica is inhospitable.  

What is the difference between a lunar eclipse and a solar eclipse?

 A lunar eclipse happens when the earth moves in between the moon and the sun. The 

earth’s shadow falls on the moon, making it seem to disappear. A solar eclipse occurs when the 

moon moves in between the earth and the sun. The moon’s shadow falls on the earth, making 

the sky black during the day, and the sun seems to disappear. Lunar eclipses do not occur 

as frequently as solar eclipses and are visible from anywhere on the side of Earth facing the 

moon. Up to seven solar eclipses a year can occur, but they can only be seen from a narrow 

band on Earth about a hundred miles wide. Most solar eclipses occur over uninhabited areas.
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       Level One, Lesson 1: What’s the Difference? (cont.)

Reading Guide for “What’s the Difference?” 

BEFORE READING
   
Before reading “What’s the Difference?”, complete the Before Reading  section of the Reading 
Guide.

A. Prereading Activity: Pretest

What’s the Difference?

Directions: Answer these questions with what you know right now. Make educated (or silly) 
guesses if you don’t know, and make up a reason to support your guess.

  1. Would you rather be stung by a honeybee or a wasp? 

 Why? 

 

  2. Which of these is not a fruit?  orange peach apple tomato corn

 Why? 

 

  3. Which one of these are you most likely to �nd in the country?    smog     fog

 Why? 

 

  4. Would you rather put a frog or a toad in your pocket?

 Why? 

 

  5. Are you more likely to be attacked by an alligator or a crocodile? 

 Why? 
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      Level One, Lesson 1: What’s the Difference? (cont.)

Level One, Lesson 1: What’s the Difference?

ACROSS
  2.  readiness to attack
  5. freezing cold
  7. living in water 
  8. not lived in

DOWN
  1. sweet liquid in �owers
  2. an organism that can live on 

land and in water
  3. the farthest points 
  4. shaped like a triangle 
  6.  very unfriendly

  6. If you liked cold weather, would you rather live in the Arctic or the Antarctic?    

   Why? 

 

  7. Are you more likely to view a lunar eclipse or a solar eclipse? 

 Why? 

 
  
  8. Are you more likely to bump your head on a stalactite or a stalagmite? 

 Why? 

 

  9. If you were going to cross the Sahara Desert, would you rather be riding a camel or a 
dromedary? 

  Why? 

 

10. If you lived on Jamaica, would you be more likely to be caught in a hurricane or a cyclone?
  
  Why? 

 

B. Vocabulary: Crossword Puzzle 

Directions:  Complete the puzzle on the next page using the clues shown below and the words 
in the Word Bank.
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C. Prereading Questions

  1. What do you think this reading is going to be about?

 

 

  2. Read the questions in the After Reading  section of this Reading Guide so you will recog-
nize the answers when you see them.

 a. Which question do you �nd the most interesting?

  

  

      Level One, Lesson 1: What’s the Difference? (cont.)

Level One, Lesson 1: What’s the Difference?

WORD BANk

aggressive
amphibian

aquatic
extremities

frigid
inhospitable

nectar
triangular

uninhabited
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 b. Which answer do you think will be the hardest to �nd?

  

  

  3. What is your purpose for reading this story? Finish this sentence: I am reading to �nd  out …

 

 

DURING READING

  1. Put a check mark in the margin next to the information that answers the questions in the 
After Reading  section.

  2. Circle any words you don’t know when you come to them in the passage.

  3. Put a question mark in the margin next to anything you don’t understand.

AFTER READING

  1. READING THE LINES: Answer these questions by using information in the selection.

 True    False a.   A solar eclipse takes place when the moon blocks the sun’s light from 

the earth.

 True    False b. An alligator is more aggressive than a crocodile.

 True    False c. People, plants, and some animals live in the Arctic.

 True    False d. A honeybee can sting many times before it dies.

 True    False e. There’s not much difference between a frog and a toad.  
  
  2. READING BETWEEN THE LINES: Answer these questions by inferring ideas in the se-

lection.

  a. Name three things you learned from this reading that you didn’t know before.
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      Level One, Lesson 1: What’s the Difference? (cont.)

 b. What would you like to know more about?

  

  

 c. Which comparison in the reading presents the smallest difference between the ob-
jects? Explain.

  

  

  3. READING BEYOND THE LINES. Answer the following questions with what you now know. 
Compare this post-test with your previous answers.

What’s the Difference?
 
   a. Would you rather be stung by a honeybee or a wasp? 

  Why? 

  

   b. Which of these is not a fruit?  orange peach apple tomato corn

  Why? 

  

   c. Which of these are you most likely to �nd in the country?    smog  fog

  Why? 

  

   d. Would you rather put a frog or a toad in your pocket? 

  Why? 
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  e. Are you more likely to be attacked by an alligator or a crocodile? 

  Why? 

  

   f. If you liked cold weather, would you rather live in the Arctic or the Antarctic? 

  Why?  

  

 g. Are you more likely to view a lunar eclipse or a solar eclipse?  

  Why? 

  

   h. Are you more likely to bump your head on a stalactite or a stalagmite? Why? 

  

  

   i. If you were going to cross the Sahara Desert, would you rather be riding a camel or 

a dromedary? Why?

  

  

   j. If you lived on Jamaica, would you be more likely to be caught in a hurricane or a cy-

clone?    Why? 

  
  
  
ASSESSMENT/REINFORCEMENT

 The last three questions above were not addressed in the reading. Choose one, or pick 
another of your choice, and research the difference between two things. Write your paragraph 
(as in the reading selections) on a 4� x 6� index card and pin it to a student-created bulletin 
board.   
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