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Teaching (and having fun!) with Paper Plates
These imaginative toys, games, and crafts will delight children with their movement and 
interaction. You’ll be delighted too with how easy and inexpensive they are to make! 
What could be better than that? Lots! While playing with each project and using the 
provided teaching during the construction, children will grow in God’s love and gain a 
better understanding of the Bible!

Each project includes:

Mini-lesson • 
Use these discussion starters while children work on their projects. Engage children 
with questions about each Bible story and what it means to them.

Suggested uses•
These offer extra ideas for using each project or ways to increase its ministry value.

Scripture reference • 
Each project is based on a specific Bible story, Scripture, or theme. Enhance each 
project by reading and discussing these passages before children begin their projects.

Memory verse•
Each project also includes a child-friendly memory verse that can be incorporated into 
the making or use of the project.

Instructions • 
Step-by-step instructions, illustrations, complete materials lists, and reproducible 
patterns are provided for the projects. Paper plates and bowls are the main materials 
needed, but additional craft supplies are inexpensive and easy to obtain. Preview each 
craft to see if certain steps should be completed prior to class time. This may benefit 
younger children.

Let the fun and learning begin!
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Helpful Information
Paper plates and bowls come in various sizes, materials, and strengths. Unless otherwise 
specified, use uncoated paper plates and bowls since crayons, markers, and paints do not 
adhere to foam, waxed, or plastic-coated products. Uncoated paper plates and bowls are 
less expensive, are easy to cut, and provide a white surface on which to color.

Plates
The following types of plates are used:

Flexible plates:  Use uncoated regular paper plates. 
Sturdy plates:  Use uncoated, two-ply paper plates or glue two flexible plates together. 
Dinner plates:  9" or 10" (23 or 25 cm) 
Dessert plates:  7" (18 cm)  
Oval platters:  9.5" x 12" (24 x 30 cm) 
Paper bowls: 12 oz. (340 g)
Plastic bowls:  12 oz. (340 g)

To Find the Center of Plates
An easy way to find the center of a plate is to fold a flexible plate in half, crease it, then 
unfold and fold in half again from the opposite direction. With a pencil, mark where the 
two creases intersect. To find the center of a plate without folding it, place a plate with a 
hole punched in the center on top of the plate. Mark the center with a pencil. 

Reproducing the Patterns 
The full-size patterns in this book may be reproduced on a photocopier for classroom use.  

Express Yourself!
With the basic patterns given, children can still express their creativity by using different 
colors and designs. Encourage children to use their own ideas and imaginations while 
creating the projects.
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God’s Lights in the Sky
Spinner Toy

Roll the pencil between your hands 
to remember God’s beautiful 
lights in motion.

Suggested Uses 
1. Alternatively, simply suspend 

the cutouts from a paper 
plate to make a mobile.

2. Have children say the memory 
verse as they spin the toy.

Genesis 1:14—19

God made two great lights, the greater light the 
sun for the day, and the lesser light the moon for 
the night. He also made the stars. Remind children 
to always let their light shine for God. Discuss the 
special gift that each child has for expressing God’s 
light and love to the world.

Memory Verse 
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse 
of the sky to separate the day from the night.”

     Genesis 1:14

Materials
One sturdy dinner-size paper plate • 

Scissors• 

Paper hole punch• 

Poster board (white)• 

Crayons, markers, or paints• 

Four 12" (30 cm) pieces of string• 

One unsharpened pencil• 

One thumbtack or pushpin• 

Glue•

Directions
1. Cut away the rim of a sturdy dinner-size paper plate to make a paper circle.

2. Use a paper hole punch to make four equally spaced holes around the edge of the circle. 
Then write “God’s Lights” on the circle.

3. Copy and cut out the patterns on page 8. Glue the patterns onto poster board. Decorate 
the reverse side of each cutout.

4. Punch a hole at the top of each cutout.

5. Tie one end of each string to a cutout and the other end of each string to a hole in the 
paper circle. Cut off excess string.

6. Use a thumbtack to attach the paper circle at its center to the eraser of an unsharpened 
pencil. (This step should be completed by an adult or with adult supervision.)
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God’s Lights in the Sky Patterns
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God’s Little Creatures
Animal Toys

These toys can move on rollers to 
imitate God’s little creatures.

Suggested Uses 
 1. Have children make a bee, 

spider, turtle, or ladybug. Then, 
mark off a track on a sloping 
surface and allow them to 
race their creatures.

2. Children can give the creatures 
as gifts to friends.

Optional Materials
Legs: chenille craft sticks, • 
yarn, or felt

Antennae: pipe cleaners• 

Mouths: yarn• 

Eyes: plastic wiggle eyes• 

Spider hair: craft fur• 

Wings: waxed paper• 

Genesis 1: 24—25

God loves and cares for all of His creatures. He gives 
them hard shells and stingers to protect themselves. 
He gives them foods to nourish them. Ask children 
to think of other ways that God cares for every  
living thing.

Memory Verse 
God said, “Let the land produce living creatures 
according to their kinds.”

Genesis 1:24

Materials
One paper cereal bowl• 

Ruler• 

Scissors• 

Two empty thread spools for rollers (optional) • 

Two pipe cleaners• 

Paper hole punch• 

Crayons, markers, or paints• 

Construction paper scraps• 

Glue• 



Paper Plate Christian Crafts 10 © Carson-Dellosa CD-204062

Directions
These directions are the same for the bee, spider, turtle, and ladybug.

1. Cut away the rim of a paper bowl for the body. Turn the bowl over and color the back 
of your chosen creature. Glue construction paper cutouts to the body to make a head, 
eyes, mouth, legs, wings, and antennae. Or, glue on some of the optional materials. 

2. To allow the creatures to roll (optional), use a paper hole punch to make two holes on 
each side of the bowl. Holes should be about 0.25" (0.6 cm) from the rim (fig. 1).

3. To allow the creatures to roll (optional), each creature will need two thread spools. To 
make each roller, insert one end of a chenille craft stick into a hole in the bowl, thread 
into the thread spool, then push the craft stick into the hole on the opposite side of the 
bowl. Wrap the ends of the craft stick around themselves inside the body to secure (fig. 2).

fig. 1

fig. 2
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God Made You Special
Hand Mirror

Use this mirror to remind children 
that they were made in God’s 
image.

Suggested Uses 
 1. Have children look in their 

mirrors as they draw pictures 
of themselves.

 2. Have chi ldren repeat the 
memory verse together.

Genesis 1:26—27

God created us in His very own image! And, just 
like snowflakes, no two of us are exactly alike! God 
made each of us with special gifts and abilities so 
that we can play unique roles in His Kingdom and 
be unique expressions of His love.

Memory Verse 
God created people in His own image.

Genesis 1:27 NLT

Materials
One sturdy dessert paper plate• 

Plastic mirror, 3" (8 cm) round (or foil)• 

Glue• 

Jumbo craft stick• 

Yarn (various colors)• 

Scissors•

Ribbons, hair clips, etc. (optional)• 

Directions
1. Glue the mirror in the center of 

a dessert-size plate (eating side). 
Allow to dry.

2. Glue a jumbo craft stick to the middle of the 
back of the plate to make a handle.

3. Choose yarn similar to hair color. Cut the yarn and glue pieces 
around the mirror and on the back of the plate to make hair. 
When dry, style the hair and add accessories if desired.




