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Introduction
Living His Way
What does it mean to be a Christian? The name 
“Christian” gives us an idea, for it means “Christ-
like.” Instead of guessing what we can do to be a 
good Christian, we can look to the Person who gave 
us the example of how a true Christian should act 
—like Jesus.

Jesus came to save the world from sin and reconcile 
man with God. He dedicated His life to serving, 
healing, and teaching others about God’s love and 
faithfulness. We are called to live like Jesus by 
walking in the way of the Lord. However, living this 
lifestyle is a challenge. 

Each chapter is divided into three sections. The 
first section defines the attribute of Jesus. It 
gives the teacher talking points for introducing a  
characteristic of Jesus to students to help them 
learn how to be Christlike.

Living the Word
The second section is a dramatization of an event in 
Jesus’s life. It illustrates how He lived the holy life 
that God calls us to live. While true to the biblical 
text, it is a dramatization that brings the moment 
to life in a way that children will be able to grasp— 
understanding how truly good Jesus is.

Living the Challenge 
The third section is a set of challenges. After we 
have chosen to follow Jesus Christ, we will face many 
challenges such as temptation and persecution. 
Jesus was faced with temptation (Luke 4:1–13) and 
persecution by the very ones who saw Him perform 
many miracles (Matthew 27:15–26). Jesus fought 
temptation and persecution not with the swing of a 
mighty sword, but with the mighty Word of God. 

To live like Jesus is to keep the faith in the everyday 
Christian walk despite the many challenges we will 
face. With this book, children will learn how to grow 
strong in Christ. They will also learn how they, too, 
can challenge themselves to live like Jesus.
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Dedicated to God

Narrator: For many years, the people of Israel had 
waited for the Messiah to arrive. When He finally 
came, He came in the form of a baby named Jesus. 

(Scene One: A great temple in Jerusalem) 

Simeon: Oh God, how long must we wait for our 
Messiah? Your Holy Spirit told me I would not die 
until I saw Him with my own eyes, but I am getting 
so old.

Narrator: Just then, Mary and Joseph approached 
Simeon in the temple with their newborn son.

Joseph: We have come to present our son to God.

Mary: God told Moses that every firstborn male is 
to be dedicated to Him. 

Joseph: And, Jesus is our firstborn. 

Mary: So, we bring Him here with our sacrifices—

Joseph: —and our promise that our son will serve 
God His whole life.

Simeon: He will do so much more than that. I see 
something special in Him. May I hold Him?

Narrator: Simeon cradled the baby Jesus in his 
arms and cried out to God.

Simeon: God, Your promise has come true! I now see 
Your salvation, the Messiah, in this young child.

Joseph: Mary, listen to what he is saying!

Simeon: You marvel at my words, but this child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel and to be a sign that will be spoken against.

Narrator: Joseph and Mary left the temple and took 
Jesus home to Nazareth. There, Jesus grew and was 
filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon 
Him.

Assign readers for the characters listed below.

Narrator

Simeon

Joseph

Mary  

John the Baptist  

Jesus

Voice from heaven

Learn more in: Exodus 13:2, Luke 2:21– 40, 
Matthew 3:1–17, and John 3:16.
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(Scene Two: The Jordan River)

Narrator: Thirty years later, a man preached in the 
desert of Judea. He wore clothing made of camel’s 
hair with a leather belt tied around his waist. He 
urged everyone to repent of their sins and to be 
baptized. His name was John the Baptist. He was 
the one who prepared the way for Jesus Christ.

John the Baptist: Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near! I baptize with water, but One is 
coming who is much greater than I. He will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit!

Narrator: Jesus approached John to be baptized.

John the Baptist: It’s You! Why do You come to me, 
when it is I who needs to be baptized by You?

Jesus: I must be baptized in order to fulfill all 
righteousness. I am obedient to God and will always 
do His will.

Narrator: So, John baptized Jesus. Jesus dedicated 
Himself to God in the waters of the Jordan River. 
Suddenly, the sky opened and the Spirit of God 
descended on Jesus. Then, there was a voice from 
heaven.

Voice from heaven: This is my Son, whom I love 
and with whom I am well pleased!

Narrator: Jesus lived His life in obedience to God’s 
will—just as you and I can do.
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Prayer Mobile
Just as baptism is a way to dedicate ourselves to 
God, we can also dedicate our days to Him. This 
activity will help children remember to dedicate 
their days to the Lord.

Morning Dedication Prayer
Each day, we can make the decision to follow 
God, ignore Him, or turn down another path. Help   
children create a morning reminder to follow God. 
Use the sun and cloud patterns (page 9) to create 
a Prayer Mobile. Children may use the morning 
prayer below or make up one of their own. 

Lord God, I dedicate my life to you this morning. 
May all I say and do be for Your glory.

Through my words and actions,
Lord, let me be Your servant today.

Guide me to places and people
Who need to know more about You.

God, take now the life I give to You
And use it this day as you wish. Amen.

Night Dedication Prayer
We are blessed that God watches over us even 
as we sleep. Sleep is the gift He has given us to 
strengthen us for the challenges of each new day. 
Alternatively, children may use the night prayer 
below with the moon and star patterns (page 9) to 
create a nighttime Prayer Mobile.

Lord, today I have tried to live completely for You. 
There have been times when I did well.
Forgive me for the times I fell short.

Watch over me as I sleep tonight and give me rest.
Strengthen me so that tomorrow I may 

 Walk in Your way and do Your will. Amen.

Materials Needed:
Heavy, white 11" x 17"  Glue/clear tape
  (30 cm x 43 cm) paper Patterns (page 9)
Crayon, markers, glitter Scissors 
Single-hole punch  Fishing line/string

Directions for both dedication prayer mobiles:
1. Enlarge the Prayer Mobile patterns (page 9) by 

154% and copy onto heavy, white 11" x 17" (30 
cm x 43 cm) paper. Note: You will only need one   
copy of the sun and moon patterns, but make three 
to five copies of the cloud and star patterns. 
Children will write the prayers inside them.

2. Have children write out their prayers. Use   
crayons, markers, or glitter to decorate the   
patterns. Then, cut out the patterns.

3. Punch out the black spots on the patterns.

4. Attach the cloud patterns to the sun pattern   
and the star patterns to the moon pattern by   
threading fishing line or string through the   
holes at the top of each pattern.

5. Pull the fishing line taut. On the backside of   
the pattern, glue or place clear tape over the   
fishing line to hold it in place.

6. Make a loop in the fishing line at the top of   
both the sun and moon patterns. These loops   
will be used to hang the mobiles.

Challenges
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Prayer Mobile Patterns
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1 

Jesus was a student of Scripture. It is easy to forget 
since it is His birth, life, death, and resurrection 
that the Old Testament prophets wrote about. Yet,  
Jesus studied Scripture as He grew up.

In Luke 2:46, Joseph and Mary find Jesus in the 
temple “sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions.” Jesus was filled 
with wisdom, even as a young child (Luke 2:40). 
As He was asking questions and listening to the 
teachers, the Bible says all were amazed at His 
understanding (Luke 2:47). As an adult, Jesus is 
seen again in the synagogue (Luke 4:14−20). The 
difference is that Jesus, who grew up learning the 
Scriptures, is now a teacher and able to show how 
He is the fulfillment of the Scriptures (Luke 4:21).

To be like Jesus also means to honor the truth 
of God’s Word. We learn the Word by reading it, 
studying it, and knowing how Jesus embodied the 
promises God made. Teach children that they can 
grow in understanding by reading the Word, asking 
questions, and living by God’s promises.

Jesus Himself asked questions. It is important to 
study God’s Holy Word so that we can more fully 
understand it. When we study the Word, we can 
also teach and lead others to Christ.

Just as Jesus studied, questioned, and taught others 
the truth of the Scriptures, children can grow in 
their wisdom of God’s Word by being like Jesus—a 
student of Scripture.

A Student of Scripture
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Narrator: Passover has ended and many people who 
traveled to Jerusalem for the festival are leaving 
for their homes. For some, it is a journey of many 
days. Among the travelers are Mary and Joseph, the 
parents of a 12-year-old boy named—

Mary: Jesus! Joseph, do you know where Jesus is?

Joseph: I don’t know. I figured you did.

Mary: Perhaps He is with some of our relatives.

Joseph: Or with some of His friends.

Mary: Joseph, I’m worried. Let’s find Him before we 
go any further.

Narrator: Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus but did 
not find Him with their relatives, His friends or with 
anyone in the crowds of travelers.

Mary: We must return to Jerusalem; He is probably 
still there!

Narrator: So, Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem 
and looked all over for Jesus.

Joseph: Mary, it’s been three days! We’ve looked 
everywhere. Where has that boy gone to?

Mary: I don’t know, but we must keep looking.

Joseph: Look over there, Mary, in the temple. Isn’t 
that Him?

Mary: No, that must be one of the students talking 
to His teachers. Probably a smart little boy. Wait! 
That’s no student, that’s my son!

Joseph: Like I said.

Mary: Jesus! Jesus!

Jesus: Mother!

Mary: We have been looking everywhere for you!

Joseph: How could you just go off without asking?

Jesus: But, why did you search so hard? Didn’t you 
realize I would be in my Father’s house?

Narrator: Though they were relieved to find Him, 
Joseph and Mary did not understand what Jesus 
meant by “my Father’s house.” But, Jesus was 
telling them that He wanted to learn more about 
His relationship with His Heavenly Father, God.

Mary: Come with us now, Jesus. It is time to go 
home.

Narrator: As they resumed their journey out of 
Jerusalem, Mary treasured all that had happened 
in her heart.

Jesus in the Temple

Assign readers for the characters
listed below.

Narrator  

Mary  

Joseph  

Jesus

Learn more in Luke 2:41–51.
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Scripture Journal
Have children keep Scripture Journals. These books 
will be in addition to any other materials they use 
for learning in the classroom. Journals can be spiral 
notebooks or something assembled in class.

During each class time, focus on two Scriptures 
used in the lesson. Have children write the line(s) 
of Scripture in their journals, including the book 
of the Bible, chapter, and verse where each can be 
found. Then, have them record what a particular 
verse means to them. Finally, guide children in 
their discussion of the verses, referring to Bible 
commentaries, study Bibles, or other people in your 
congregation for help with explanations as needed.

When they are studying the Bible at home, have 
children take notes in their journals on what 
they read. Encourage them to write about ways 
they could share this Scripture with others or to 
make a prayer list of the people God brings to 
their minds when they are reading the Scripture. 
Of course, these are only a couple of suggestions. 
Explain to children that their journals are for their 
own personal reflections, prayers, responses, and 
learning of God’s Word.  By the end of the school 
year, their Scripture Journals will almost be filled. 
Tell students how important it is not only to read 
the Word, but to always reflect on it and apply it to 
their lives. Encourage them to keep up the habit of 
writing in their journals even after you’ve reached 
the end of the school year.

Students in the Temple
Suggest that children take their Scripture Journals 
with them to worship. Have them to take notes 
and write down any questions they may have 
on the sermon. As a class, discuss the following 
questions: What did they learn from the sermon? 
What questions did they have? How will they live 
out what they’ve learned? 

One student could act as the teacher and share 
the sermon with the entire class. Students could 
bring in visuals such as pictures or clippings from 
magazines and newspapers to discuss how to apply 
the sermon to their everyday lives.

Then, divide the class into groups or pairs. 
Encourage students to share  their views, questions, 
and thoughts on what they’ve learned in recent 
sermons. Let students try to answer each other’s 
questions. If they still have unanswered questions, 
tell them to pray and ask God for the answers For 
the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6

 

Challenges

My 
Scripture 
Journal
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Trusting in God
What does it mean to trust God? The Bible is 
filled with promises of hope, forgiveness, comfort, 
guidance, provisions, and love. Yet, trusting does 
not come easily. How do we know that God will take 
care of us?

In His preaching, Jesus gives us an illustration of 
why we can trust God for care: . . . do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more important 
than food, and the body more important than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?
(Matthew 6:25−26) If God takes care of the birds, 
He will surely take care of us. However, we must 
place our trust—our firm belief—in His Word and 
promise to take care of us. 

To trust God means to have faith in Him. Now faith 
is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see. (Hebrews 11:1) In other words, even 
though we can’t physically see God, we know He’s 
there and we can be assured of His love for us, His 
presence in our lives through His Word, and His 
promise that He will take care of all of our needs. 

The Bible provides a powerful example of Jesus’s 
faith in God: He trusted that God would take care 
of Him when He fasted in the desert. After Jesus 
fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, Satan went to the 
desert to tempt Him. Satan even tried to get Jesus 
to turn away from God so that Jesus would worship 
him (Matthew 4:9). After Satan left Jesus, God sent 
His angels to attend to Him (Matthew 4:11).

Jesus trusted in the power of the Word and trusted 
that His father would care for Him. Trusting God 
is a great way to demonstrate faith in Him. Share 
with children the importance of trusting in God just 
as Jesus did.




