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Through Today Is the Day, your class can experience Jesus Christ in every aspect of 
their lives. Readings can be integrated into any part of your school day, and you’ll see 
the effect on the students’ developing spiritual lives.

The 180 story devotionals are written for an adult to read aloud, and they should be 
readily understandable and enjoyable by children in elementary school. 

Each day’s reading is adaptable and includes:

Bible Verse  A Bible verse introduces each day’s reading in the New International 
Reader’s Version™, a translation geared to audiences ages 6-10.

Each Bible verse introduces the story devotional’s theme. Theme examples include 
faith, guidance, and family life. A special section dedicated to holidays is found on 
pages 180-186. A topical index of all the devotionals is found on pages 187-192. The 
Bible verse offers other opportunities for your class. For example, the verse may be 
posted on a bulletin or chalk board each day so that your students may meditate on it 
when they first come into the classroom (assuming it is a reading-age class). Each day 
you may also ask one of the students to read the verse aloud to the rest of the class. Also, 
you may ask your students to memorize some of the verses.

Devotional Story  Stories use the experiences of other children to illustrate the lesson 
of the devotional. 

Think about It  In this section, your class will be directed to the theme of the story and 
the verse. Children can apply the theme to situations they are experiencing. 

Today Is the Day  This is the action step. Each devotional recommends a step involving 
an activity or self-examination. If you use this section, be prepared to see positive 
changes and growth in your students in the way they relate to others and to God.

Above all, please enjoy using this resource. May God richly bless your time with 
His children.

INTRODUCTION
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What’s Your Name?

Faith went into the kitchen where her mother was baking cookies. Her dad was 
there, too. He said he was helping, but it mostly looked like he was eating cookie 
dough faster than Faith’s mother could make it.

“Mom,” she asked, “where did I get my name?” Her mother stopped to think. Her 
father took one last bite of cookie dough. Then he looked up and said, “We wanted 
to name you something special so that every time we said it, we would remember not 
just you, but also someone or something else that gave us good thoughts.”

Faith’s mother added, “So we named you ‘Faith,’ because that was the name of your 
grandmother. She loved Jesus very much, and we wanted you to get to know Jesus 
and love Him, too.”

“Plus,” said Faith’s father, “Cookie Dough would have been harder to spell!”

Think about It  Everyone receives a name from her parents. Maybe the parents chose 
it because it reminded them of someone, or just because they thought it sounded like 
a name the child might like to have. God calls us by the name “Christians,” because 
we love and follow Jesus. “Christian” means “follower of Christ.” 

Today Is the Day  Learn, remember, and live the meaning of the name “Christian.” 
Do it all year long!

Commitment

We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus will receive glory through what 
you have done. We also pray that you will receive glory through what he has done. 

We pray all these things in keeping with the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:12

Day 1
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Da
y  2

Turn It Around!

Joanna sat on the front porch with her head in her hands. She was upset. Nothing 
seemed to go right at school that day. She thought about everything that had happened: 
she had lost her backpack, she had argued with a friend, someone had teased her, and 
she had dropped her lunch. And this was only the first day of school! Over and over 
she replayed the day in her mind. The more she did so, the worse she felt.

Suddenly her brother Craig came running up to the porch with an envelope full of 
pictures in his hand. They were the pictures from church camp this past summer, and 
he had just picked them up from the drugstore. Joanna and Craig looked through the 
pictures together as they sat on the porch.

They laughed at the funny pictures and talked about all of the new friends they had 
made. Then they talked about how great next year would be and how maybe they 
could even see some of their new friends before camp started.

“I’m going to take these in and show Mom,” said Craig. He quickly jumped up and ran 
into the house.

Joanna got up to follow. She thought about how God had given her much more to make 
her feel good than the world had done to make her feel bad.

Think about It  God gave us minds that are capable of remembering happy times, 
being thankful for what we have, and dreaming of a beautiful future. Our minds 
are also able to dwell on bad things. We get to choose what thoughts we put into our 
minds, just as we put CDs into a CD player. Choose positive thoughts and you’ll have a  
positive life!

Today Is the Day  Think of a happy memory, a good thing in your present, and a 
dream you have for the future.

Thinking Good Things

. . . always think about what is true. 
Think about what is noble, right and pure. 

Think about what is lovely and worthy of respect . . . .
Philippians 4:8 
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Day 3

Always There

Sarah was sad. She had to spend all day in bed because she woke up feeling sick to 
her stomach. In the morning, she watched as her little brother went out to the school 
bus with all of the neighborhood children. All day she thought of the fun everyone 
was having together at school. In the afternoon, she watched as the children climbed 
off the bus and ran around, happy to be able to play together, running, jumping, and 
playing tag. 

Then she heard the doorbell ring. Her mother answered the door and called out, 
“Sarah, Emma is here.” Emma came into Sarah’s room. 

“Hi, Sarah.” 

“Hi, Emma. Why aren’t you outside with everyone else?” 

“I knew you were home sick, and all day I wondered how you were feeling and 
wanted to come see you.”

Then Sarah noticed the funniest thing—even though she was sick, having her friend 
with her made her feel very good inside.

Think about It  God does not want us to be alone. He promises to be with us at all 
times, and He has given us families to love and care for us. God has also given us 
friends to share in our lives. Each of our friends is proof of a loving God.

Today Is the Day  Look for all of the friends that God has sent your way.

Friendship

. . . there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Proverbs 18:24 
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Helping Others

Are any of you wise and understanding? 
You should show it by living a good life. 

Wise people aren’t proud when they do good works. 
James 3:13 

Real Help

The school bell rang—time for recess!

“Okay, class; if you’re done with your math problems, you may go outside. The 
others need to stay in and finish up!” said the teacher, Mrs. Crandall.

Angela started to put her papers away. She saw Paula still working on her math 
problems. “Come on, Paula, let’s go!” 

“Let me look at yours so I can finish, then we can go outside together,” she said.

Angela didn’t want to go outside by herself, but she knew how hard math was for 
her friend. She would probably struggle with her problems all the way through 
recess. If she just told Paula the answers, Paula would never learn how to do math 
for herself.
 
“What should I do?” Angela asked herself. Then she saw the teacher. “Mrs. 
Crandall,” she called, “could you help Paula with this math problem?” Then she 
turned to Paula and said, “I’ll wait here for you.”

Think about It  God gives us the chance to help someone every day. Sometimes 
we need God’s help to see who needs help and how we can be of assistance. Praying, 
reading the Bible, and talking to your parents, teachers, or pastor will help you see 
the way to be a real help to someone who needs it.

Today Is the Day  Look for ways to help your family and friends.

Da
y  4




