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Love
Message of Love
In today’s story, the actions of Paul and Silas show great love in three ways: first, the 
person toward whom they show love is their jailer, the one charged with the duty of 
keeping them behind bars. Second, Paul and Silas are selfl ess in that they choose to risk 
their lives by engaging the jailer instead of running for their lives. Third, though the 
jailor is an enemy, they see past his role as a representative of an oppressive government 
and demonstrate love for his soul. In their act of love, Paul and Silas demonstrate a love 
that was also demonstrated by Jesus, who so loved us that he gave His life for us instead 
of fl eeing the people who ultimately put Him to death.

Paul and Silas met a woman who was filled with an evil spirit. She knew that Paul 
and Silas had been sent by Jesus to teach and heal people. She followed them for 
days, loudly proclaiming to everyone who they were. Paul spoke to the evil spirit in 
the woman and commanded it to leave her. Instantly, she was delivered from the 
demonic spirit.

There were men who did not want her healed because they made money from the 
fortunes she told when possessed by the evil spirit. These men had Paul and Silas 
thrown in jail. They were beaten and whipped and watched by a guard.

Paul and Silas must have been unusual prisoners because even behind bars they 
prayed and sang to God. Around midnight, an earthquake shook the jail, breaking 
the chains that held Paul and Silas. Nothing could stop them from escaping.

When the guard saw that the prison doors were open, he started to kill himself 
because he thought the prisoners had escaped. Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! 
We are all here!” The guard was so impressed with them that he asked what he 
must do to be saved. Paul and Silas spent the rest of the night with the guard 
and his family, telling them all about Jesus and baptizing them. The guard and 
his family fed Paul and Silas and washed their wounds. In the morning, when the 
authorities decided to release Paul and Silas, the guard told them, “Go in peace!”

Message of Love

Paul and Silas teach us about love in Acts 16:16–36.
Read and discuss this passage with the children or use the paraphrase below.

 
— the unfailing 

power of —

CD-2036 FRUIT SPIRIT.indd   4CD-2036 FRUIT SPIRIT.indd   4 2/28/07   3:05:35 PM2/28/07   3:05:35 PM



5© Carson-Dellosa The Fruit of the Spirit: 4–6 • CD-2036

Consider This . . .
1. How did Paul and Silas show love to the guard?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

2. How did the guard and his family show love to Paul and Silas?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. How do you see the favor of God on Paul and Silas?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved—you and your household.” 

Acts 16:31

Memory Verse
Name ____________________ 
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Scene:  Elizabeth comes running to Peter 
 and Chloe

Elizabeth: Hey, Chloe! Hey, Peter! Come 
 quickly!

Peter:  What’s going on?

Elizabeth:  Paul was riding his 
 skateboard and he ran
 into Mr. Anderson’s mailbox 
 and knocked it right over!

Chloe:  Is Paul all right?

Elizabeth:  I think so, but he looks pretty 
 scared. Mr. Anderson yelled 
 that he was coming out to talk to him.

Chloe:  He’s going to be so mad!

Peter:  You can say that again. He’s always telling us to stay away from his yard.

Elizabeth:  Let’s run. I don’t want to get involved.

Chloe:  But we already are.

Elizabeth:  How?

Peter:  Never mind! You had a great idea. Run!

Chloe:  We’re involved because Paul is our friend and he needs our help.

Peter:  You two talk about this. I’ll see you later.

Elizabeth:  She’s right.

Peter:  And you’re braver than I am!

Elizabeth:  No, I’m just a friend. Hey, Paul! [They all walk over to Paul.]

Paul:  Hey, you guys better run. I’m about to get in a lot of trouble.

Elizabeth:  We’ll help you explain to Mr. Anderson that it was an accident.

Paul:  Really?

Peter:  Of course, that’s what friends do. Count us in.

Standing By
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Discussion Activity
Prayer List
In today’s Bible story and drama, we see how people can help others simply by 
standing by them. And, in the drama, the kids all supported Paul in his time of 
trouble. While the apostles in today’s Bible story not only helped save the life of the 
guard, they also introduced him and his family to the good news of Jesus Christ.

Explain to students that one way that we as Christians can stand by people in need 
is to pray for them. It is a real and practical way of helping others when we present 
their needs to God in prayer. One way of forming the habit of continually praying for 
others is simply to keep track of the people for whom we are praying. 

For today’s activity, have your students create a prayer list. Give each child a copy of 
page 8. Allow the children to decorate it, if desired. The most important part is to fill 
it in with the names and needs of those for whom they can pray.

Take-Home Assignment
Explain to students that the value of the prayer list is in its use and that for this reason 
they should take it home with them and pray for each person on the list. Remind 
students to write in the date that their prayers are answered!
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 Person Prayer Request Date Answered

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

____________________ __________________________________ ______________

Fruit of the Spirit
But the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

 Galatians 5:22–23

Prayer List

Name ____________________ 

LOVE
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Joy
Review
Ask for volunteers to recite the memory verse from the love lesson: “They replied, ‘Believe 
in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.’” Acts 16:31

Reward memorizers with praise, stickers, or other small treats. 

In the last lesson, you sent students home with prayer lists (page 8). Ask students to share 
what they did with those lists, where they keep them, how they used them, and any 
prayers added to them since the last class. You may wish to devote time each class period 
to prayer concerns, including ways your students have experienced answers to prayer. 
Consider leading intercessory prayers during which students pray for each other.

Pentecost
Not since the Lord stopped the Tower of Babel by causing its builders to speak in different 
languages had there been such confusion. While the action against the builders was 
because of their arrogance, the tongues granted by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the 
beginning of the worldwide spread of the Gospel. That Christianity continues to spread 
worldwide is a testament to hearers of the Gospel who first accepted Jesus Christ’s great 
commission to “Go! Make disciples of all!”

After Jesus returned to heaven, the apostles and their friends and families 
gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish holiday of Pentecost. As they stood 
together in a room, they heard a loud sound like a mighty wind coming from 
heaven. Suddenly small flames of fire appeared to land on their heads, and they 
each began to speak in a different language. People from various countries passed 
by and understood what was being said. Others assumed they were simply having 
a party and said, “They must be drinking wine!”

Peter stepped outside and told them “This is something that God told the Prophet 
Joel would happen. God said: “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. . . . And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Then, Peter told 
everyone about Jesus and how he was God’s Son. That day, 3,000 people were 
baptized in the name of Jesus and joined in the wonderful party.

A Wonderful Joy 

 
—the strengthening 

power of—

Peter teaches us about joy in Acts 2:1–41
Read and discuss this passage with the children or use the paraphrase below. 
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Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days, and they will prophesy. 

Acts 2:18

Consider This . . .
1. Why did some people think the apostles were drinking wine?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

2. What did the apostles and the 120 believers hear and see as they were filled with  
 the Holy Spirit?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

  
3. When speaking to the Israelites,  
 whom did Peter say the gift of the  
 Holy Spirit was for? (See Acts 2:39.)
 
 ______________________________

 ______________________________

 ______________________________

 ______________________________

 ______________________________

Memory Verse
Name ____________________ 
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Scene:  Peter finds Elizabeth sitting under a tree.

Peter:  What are you doing, Elizabeth?

Elizabeth: I’m waiting for the Holy Spirit.

Peter:  Really? Can I wait, too?

Elizabeth:  Sure. Hey, Paul, we’re waiting for the 
 Holy Spirit. Come and wait with us.
 [Paul enters.]

Paul: Okay, I have a few questions I want to 
 ask Him anyway. [Chloe enters.]

Chloe: Let’s go down to the park, guys.

Paul:  We can’t. We’re waiting for the Holy Spirit.

Chloe:  Huh?

Paul:  I don’t know. Ask Elizabeth.

Elizabeth:  We read a story in the Bible where Jesus told His disciples to go into the city  
 and wait for the Spirit to descend upon them. 

Paul:  So if we wait long enough, the Spirit will come and descend on us right  
 here. Right?

Chloe:  But, the Holy Spirit is already here.

Peter:  Yikes! Where?

Chloe:  Inside you, silly.

Paul:  Me too?

Chloe:  Yep. And He’s inside Elizabeth and me. He’s inside everyone who believes.

Paul:  So why are we sitting here?

Elizabeth:  Beats me.

Peter:  You know, you’re pretty smart for a little sister.

Chloe:  If I’m so smart, why am I standing here talking when I could be at the park?

Waiting for God
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Discussion Activity
Joy List
In today’s Bible story, the Holy Spirit came upon the people of the first Christian 
church in a very noticeable way—through tongues of fire and then the many 
languages that the people spoke. In the skit, the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
the lives of the children was brought to their attention by the youngest child who 
understood that the gift of the Holy Spirit to believers transcends time, and that it 
applies to believers today as well.

Directions for Project
Read Psalm 16:11 to the 
children: “. . . you will fill me 
with joy in your presence, with 
eternal pleasures at your right 
hand.” Remind students that 
real joy comes from being in the 
presence of the Lord. Ask them 
to remember the times that they 
have been in the Lord’s presence 
or the ways that God has shown 
Himself to them. Make a copy of 
page 13 for each child. Remind 
students that this is not just a 
listing of things, but a record 
of their personal encounters 
with the Holy Spirit. Encourage 
students to remember times that 
God has shown His faithfulness 
to them. Ask them to remember 
times of healing or protection, 
or times that the Lord has spoken to 
their hearts. 

Take-Home Assignment
Remind students that they have created more than a project to file away. The “joy 
lists” they created should be added to and reviewed daily at home to cultivate a sense 
of joy in their lives as they see how God works in their lives every day. Encourage 
children to keep these “joy lists” where they can access them frequently.
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The ways that the Holy Spirit has touched my life . . .            Date

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

__________________________________________________________   _____________

Fruit of the Spirit
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Galatians 5:22–23

Close Encounters with God

JOY
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Stephen was an apostle who loved teaching people about Jesus. He preached 
in Jerusalem, which got him into trouble with people who did not want to hear 
anyone preaching about Jesus. The authorities had Stephen brought to them and 
asked him what he was trying to do. Stephen, instead of explaining himself, began 
to preach. He told about Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and of course, about how Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God. He wanted the Jewish people to understand that Jesus 
fulfilled the promise God made to send a Savior.

The authorities did not like Jesus, and they became angry with Stephen. But 
Stephen paid no attention to them because, looking up, he saw Jesus at the right 
hand of God and was filled with peace. The authorities yelled at him, grabbed him, 
and dragged him outside where they began to throw stones at him. But Stephen 
never took his eyes off of heaven. Instead, as he died, Stephen asked God to 
forgive his murderers.

  Peace
Review
Ask for volunteers to recite the memory verse from the joy lesson: “Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.”      
Acts 2:18 Reward memorizers with praise, stickers, or other small treats. 

Ask students to discuss the “joy lists” they took home last week (page 13). Have they added 
anything to them? If not, encourage them to keep looking. Offer examples from your own life.

Message of Peace
The depth of Stephen’s faith is evident when he stands before his accusers and clearly tells 
the story of God’s interaction with this world. It is as if he rises above the terror of the 
moment and gets lost in the beauty of the message he is sharing. As he prepares to die at 
the hands of his accusers, Stephen communicates with God instead of focusing on a fear 
of dying. The Bible describes Stephen’s death in almost peaceful terms, saying that after 
asking God’s forgiveness for his murderers, Stephen “fell asleep.”

Eyes on God

 
— the protective 

power of —

Stephen teaches us about peace in Acts 6:8–15, 7:1–60
Read and discuss this passage with the children or use the paraphrase below.
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