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     Early Motorcycles      Motorcycles Today 
  
       
 wheels  
  
  
 frame 
  
  
 seat  
  
  
 engine 
        
  
 advantages
  
  
 disadvantages
  

Motorcycles Aren’t What They Used to Be

 Motorcycles Aren’t What They Used to Be

Directions: Read about early motorcycles, and then complete 
the chart.

 In 1885, Gottlieb Daimler of Germany built the first 
motorcycle by attaching a small gasoline engine to a wooden 
bicycle frame. The wooden wheels came from a horse-drawn 
carriage. He used a leather horse saddle for the seat.

 Early motorcycles had pedals like bikes. The engines 
weren’t strong enough to ride up hills, so riders had to pedal. 
The engines weren’t very reliable either. They often broke 
down. Riders had to carry gasoline with them because there 
were no gas stations. 

 Fortunately, if the engine didn’t work or the motorcycle 
ran out of gas, the rider could always keep pedaling.

 Can you imagine a group of Harley™ riders pedaling 
down the highway today?

When you compare 
two items, you look 
for ways in which 
they are alike. 
To contrast means 
to list ways in which 
the items are dif-
ferent.
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Directions: Underline all the nouns and personal pronouns 
in the article.

  1. Have you ever heard the expression, “to give someone 

the cold shoulder”? 

  2. It means to ignore someone or to treat that person with 

very little respect.

  3. The expression probably began hundreds of years ago 

in England. 

  4. When an important guest like a knight arrived at a castle, 

people treated him with respect and honor. 

  5. His host provided the best meat and drink. 

  6. Others who came to a castle didn’t get treated as well. 

  7. They might get only water and a plate of cold meat, often 

mutton. 

  8. The shoulder was one of the toughest parts of the meat.

  9. Visitors who were not important might receive only a 

piece of cold shoulder.

The Cold Shoulder

The Cold Shoulder

A noun is the name of 
a person, place, thing, 
or idea. King, castle, 
sheep, and respect are 
nouns. 

A personal pronoun 
takes the place of a 
noun. Personal pro-
nouns include I, he, 
she, we, it, they, them, 
us, and you.

10. When you ignore a classmate or exclude someone from a game or activity, you treat that 
person with disrespect, or “the cold shoulder.” 

 How would you feel if someone gave you “the cold shoulder”?
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 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem, “Paul Revere’s 
Ride,” became very popular in the 1860s. He wrote about a real 
event, but he changed the facts a bit. Paul Revere became the 
hero of the poem.

 What really happened?

 On the night of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere left Boston. 
He rode to Lexington to warn Samuel Adams and John Hancock 
that British soldiers planned to arrest them. He also needed to 
alert the Patriots in nearby Concord about a British raid.

 William Dawes also set out to deliver the same warnings, 
but he took a different route.

 On his way to Lexington, Paul Revere stopped at 
houses to deliver the warning: “The British are coming!” Around 
midnight, he gave Adams and Hancock the message, so they 
had time to escape.

 When Dawes arrived, the two men set off for Concord. 
On the way, Dr. Samuel Prescott joined them.

 Before they reached Concord, a British patrol arrested 
the three men. Dawes and Prescott escaped, but Dawes fell 
from his horse. He couldn’t continue. The British took away Paul 
Revere’s horse. He had to walk back to Lexington. 

 Only Prescott made it to Concord. His early warning 
helped the Patriots win the first battle of the Revolutionary War.

The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere

The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere

  1. In your opinion, was Paul Revere a hero? Why or why not?

 

 

 

  

  2 . Write two facts you learned about Paul Revere’s ride.

 

 

A fact is a true 
statement that 
can be proven. 
An opinion  is a 
belief someone has 
about an event. 
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Directions: Select one of the California place names below, and 
write a short story  on the next page that explains how that place 
got its name. You may research using the Internet, an atlas, the 
encyclopedia, and/or other resources to find out some facts about 
the name, or just make up your own story. (Spanish names have 
the English meaning in parentheses.) Next, try to locate and label 
the place you have selected on the California map on page 6.

AdvanaI

Arcade

Aromas

Badwater

Bee Rock

Bend

Blunt

Bumblebee

Bummerville

Cabbage Patch

Cactus

Clapper Gap

Confidence

Cool

Cow Creek

Dairyville

Deadman Crossing

Deadwood

Doghouse Junction

Dogtown

Fallen Leaf

Freedom

Frying Pan

Gas Point

Globe

Hallelujah Junction

Hardy

Harmony

Hellhole Palms

Hells Kitchen

Honda

Honeydew

Igo

Jupiter

Keg

Last Chance

Laws

Little Penny

Mad River

Mormon Bar

Mystic

Needles

Ono

Peanut

Plaster City

Priest

Ragtown

Rainbow

Relief

Rescue

Rice

Roads End

Rough and Ready

Sargent

Scarface

Secret Town

Shrub

Siberia

Skidoo

Sky High

Skytop

Soapweed

Soda Springs

Squabbletown

Steam

Stone

Stovepipe

Strawberry

Sucker Flat

Surf

Surfside

Surprise

Tarzana

Teakettle Junction

Thorn

Timbuctoo

Toadtown

Truths Home

Volcano

Weed

Weed Patch

Wimp

You Bet

Yreka Zzyzx

Boca (Mouth) 

Bonita (Beautiful) 

Chico (Little Boy) 

Chula Vista (Insolent 

View) 

Escondido (Hidden) 

Fortuna (Fortune) 

Los Gatos (The Cats) 

Los Olivos (The Olive 

Trees) 

Los Osos (The Bears) 

Mariposa (Butterfly) 

Pajaro (Bird) 

Pa lo  Verde (Green 

Wood) 

Rancho Llano Seco (Dry 

Level Farm) 

Roblar (To Rivet)

Salinas (Salt Mines) 

Sandia (Watermelon) 

Soledad (Solitude) 

Tierra del Sol (Land of 

the Sun) 

Tortuga (Turtle) 

Verde (Green) 

All Aboard for Teakettle Junction!

All Aboard for Teakettle Junction!

A map  provides 
information about 
an area as small as 
a room or as large 
as a planet. 
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All Aboard for Teakettle Junction!

All Aboard for Teakettle Junction (cont.)
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Welcome to Roachtown, Idaho

Welcome to Roachtown, Idaho

An atlas contains 
maps and informa-
tion about places. 
It shows the names 
and locations of 
cities, states, coun-
tries, rivers, and 
mountains. You can 
find the number of 
people in a country 
or the name of an 
ocean.

 Have you ever been to Bald Knob, Arkansas, or 
Monkey’s Eyebrow, Kentucky? 

Directions: Look through a United States atlas, and complete 
the following activity. 

  1. List five types of information you found in the atlas.

 

 

 

 

  

  2. In the atlas, find the state in which you live. List some 
weird place names in your state.

 

 

 

 
 
  3. If you could make up a name for a new place, what would 

it be? 

 

  4. Explain why you selected that name. 
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Rollo, the Red-Nosed Reindeer?

Directions: Fill in the blanks with underlined words from the article that match the definitions.

  1. writer                  R

  2. fixed              E  

  3. chose                         I      

  4. bright                        N  

  5. saved                    D

  6. demanded                  E  

  7. one of a kind                E

  8. with pictures                            R         

You can sometimes 
understand the mean-
ing of a word you don’t 
know by using context 
clues. 

Context clues are 
other words in the 
sentence or para-
graph that help 
explain the meaning 
of the word.

 In the 1930s, many store Santas gave children candy or 
small toys at Christmas. In 1939, the owners of the Montgom-
ery Ward store in Chicago decided to give away something 
unique. What could their store Santa give children that would 
be different from the other stores’ Santas?

 Robert May worked for the store. He wrote a poem 
about a reindeer with a shiny nose. The reindeer rescued 
Christmas. He helped Santa find his way on a foggy Christmas 
Eve.
 
 Robert May wanted to name the reindeer Rollo or 
Reginald; however, the store owners didn’t like either name.

 The author’s four-year-old daughter finally solved the 
problem. “Rudolph” was the right name, she insisted. Rudolph 
became the name of the most famous red-nosed reindeer.

 The Montgomery Ward Santa gave each child who 
visited an illustrated copy of the poem. Children loved the 
pictures and the poem. The poem became a song in 1947. 
We know it as “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”

Rollo, the Red-Nosed Reindeer?
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Directions: Select one of these weird, but true events. On 
your own paper, write an editorial expressing your opinion 
of the event.

•  In 1656, Captain Kemble of Boston was sentenced to sit in 
the stocks for two hours because of improper behavior on 
a Sunday. He had kissed his wife in public after returning 
from a three-year sea voyage!

•  Fifteen women lost their jobs at the Curtis Publishing 
Company in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1912 for 
dancing the “Turkey Trot” while on the job.

•  In 1939, pinball machines were illegal in Atlanta, Georgia.

•  In 1660, Massachusetts outlawed the celebration of 
Christmas. Offenders were fined five shillings.

•  Thirty men were arrested in Connecticut in 1674 for 
wearing silk and having long hair.

•  In 1712, people who drove their wagons recklessly in 
Philadelphia were fined for speeding.

•  In 1925, a dog was convicted of killing a cat and sent 
to prison. He died of old age after spending his last six 
years in a prison in Philadelphia. 

•  In colonial times when someone was convicted of a crime 
and not executed, they would sometimes be branded 
on the base of the thumb of the right hand. From this 
punishment comes the custom of raising one’s hand 
when swearing in court. The court could see if a person 
had been found guilty of previous crimes.

That’s Ridiculous!

That’s Ridiculous!

People write edito-
rials  to express 
t h e i r  o p i n i o n s 
about something 
that they believe is 
important.
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Directions: Circle the proper nouns that should be 
capitalized.

  1. Before he became president, ulysses s. grant was 
arrested twice for speeding. He paid a five-dollar fine 
each time—for riding his horse too fast.

  2. george washington, thomas jefferson, and john adams 
enjoyed collecting and playing marbles, even as adults. 

  3. john quincy adams planted mulberry trees on the white 
house lawn. His wife, louisa adams, spun silk from 
silkworms that lived on the trees. To relax, Adams liked 
to go for long walks, play pool, and swim nude in the 
potomac river.

  4. Born in a log cabin, millard fillmore didn’t attend school 
until he was 19 years old. After attending new hope 
academy for six months, he fell in love with his teacher. 
He later married her.

  5. When harry s truman ran for president, most people 
thought he would lose. The Chicago Daily Tribune 
announced the results on the morning after the election: 
DEWEY DEFEATS TRUMAN! They printed different 
headlines the next day. truman had won by over two 
million popular votes!

  6. Why did abe lincoln wear a stovepipe hat? When he was 
a lawyer, he carried important papers in his hat.

  7. The twentieth president of the united states, james 
garfield, was the last president to be born in a log cabin. 
He could also write in greek with one hand, while he wrote 
in latin with his other hand.

President Fined for Speeding

President Fined for Speeding

A proper noun is the 
name of a specific 
person, place, or thing. 
Proper nouns are 
always cap-italized. 
George Washington, 
Grand Canyon, and 
L iberty Bel l  are 
proper nouns.
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In the White House

In the White House

A dictionary gives 
the meanings and 
pronunciations of 
words. Some dic-
tionaries list the 
parts of speech and 
origins of words.

 President Jackson had little formal education as a child. He learned to read and write, but 
his spelling might be called “creative.” Even as president, Jackson spelled the same word 
several different ways—on the same page.

  3. formal: 

  4. creative: 

 Grover Cleveland avoided being drafted during the Civil War by paying a substitute to serve 
in his place.

  5. avoided: 

  6. drafted: 

  7. substitute: 

 

Did you know? When John Quincy Adams was president, he 
kept a pet alligator in the East Room of the White House.

Directions: Read these weird, but true facts about U.S. 
Presidents. Use a dictionary. Write a short definition for each 
underlined word.

 Electricity was installed in the White House while 
Benjamin Harrison was president. He and his wife feared 
it. They refused to touch any of the switches. Sometimes 
they left the lights on all night if servants weren’t available 
to turn them off.

  1. installed: 

 

  2. available: 

 




