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Exercise:  Read the following paragraph, and fill in the information requested below.

Abraham Lincoln

Early Life

  Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in 

Kentucky. He was the second child of Thomas and Nancy 

Lincoln. Abe Lincoln had an older sister named Sarah. 

The Lincoln family moved to Indiana in 1816, where Abe’s 

mother died. His father then married a woman who had 

three children. One of Lincoln’s jobs was to make fence 

poles from logs; this is how he got the nickname of “rail-

splitter.” Abe Lincoln didn’t have much formal education. 

He could write and do simple arithmetic, and he loved to 

read. In 1830, his family moved to Illinois.
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Exercise:  Read the following paragraph, and take notes below.

Fuel

Solid Fuels

 Coal, wood, charcoal, and peat are all solid fuels. Coal is made up of carbon and car-

bon compounds. It produces the most heat of the solid fuels. There are three types of coal: 

anthracite, lignite, and bituminous. Each type of coal is used in different areas. Wood produces 

little heat in comparison to coal. 

It was widely used for heating 

and cooking in the early days of 

America. Now it is used mostly 

in underdeveloped areas of the 

world. Charcoal comes from 

wood and produces a little more 

heat. It gives off a gas, so it is often used for cooking food outside. Peat is a poor fuel and is 

very smoky. It is made of dry vegetation and was used in Great Britain.
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Exercise: Read the following paragraph, and fill in the requested information below.

Alaska

 Alaska is the forty-ninth state in the United States. 

The territory was purchased in 1867 from Russia. Secre-

tary of State William Seward got Congress to approve the 

purchase. Because of the distance to Alaska and the climate 

of the area, it was referred to as “Seward’s Folly” or “Seward’s 

Icebox.” At first salmon fishing was the main industry, but gold was 

discovered in 1880. This started the Alaskan Gold Rush. Alaska 

now has a thriving oil business. A pipeline stretches across most 

of the state. It has brought money to the people from the taxes the petroleum industry pays. 

Alaska is the largest state in the union. Over 100 million acres of land have been set aside as 

national parks. Do you think it was Seward’s Folly?
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Exercise:  Read the following selection, and fill in the requested information below.

Aluminum

 What lightweight metal makes up seven percent of the earth’s crust? If you said aluminum, 

you would be correct. Pure aluminum is soft, but when made into an alloy with another metal, 

it becomes strong and hard. Aluminum conducts both heat and electricity.

Uses

 New uses for aluminum and aluminum alloy are being found all the time. Because of 

its strength and durability, it is used in construction. Doors, shutters, and siding on houses are 

made of aluminum. This helps with the cost of building. In transportation, it is used on cars and 

boats. This is because it is lightweight and doesn’t rust. Aluminum is used in industry to give 

paint a metallic finish. It also helps when metal roofs are painted to reflect the sun and its heat. 

Aluminum has other uses in cans and patio furniture, in space travel, and as aluminum foil, 

which is used to cook and store food.
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Exercise:  Read the following paragraphs. Take notes and put them in chronological order on 
the lines below.

 The Civil War began on April 12, 1861, with shots fired at Fort Sumter, South Carolina. 

This was a victory for the Confederate army. The Battle of Bull Run occurred on July 21, 1861, at 

Manassas, Virginia. During this battle, the war was within 25 miles of Washington, D.C. An impor-

tant battle at sea was between the Merrimack 

and the Monitor. This battle took place March 

8, 1862. These ships were called ironclads. 

For three days, the Confederate and Union 

armies fought at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

This battle began on July 1, 1863, and ended 

July 3, 1863. Almost 50,000 men died at Gettysburg. On April 9, 1865, General Robert E. Lee 

signed the surrender of the Confederate army at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia. This brought 

an end to the last war fought in the United States.
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Exercise:  Read the following paragraphs. Take notes and put them in chronological order on 
the lines below.

James Garfield

 James A. Garfield was the twentieth president 

of the United States. He served from March 4, 1881, 

to his death on September 19, 1881. On July 2, 1881, 

he was shot by an assassin while at a train station.

 Garfield was born November 19, 1831, in Or-

ange, Ohio. He served as a congressman from Ohio 

from December 1863 to December 1879. In January 

1880, he was elected as one of Ohio’s senators.

 James Garfield was married in 1858 to Lucretia 

Randolph. They had five boys and two girls.

 Garfield was buried in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Exercise:  Read the following paragraph, and then on the lines below, write a summary.

 Have you ever wanted to look out into outer space and see the stars and planets as more 

than little specks in the sky? Then you need a telescope. A telescope helps objects appear 

closer. There are two types of telescopes, a refracting telescope and a reflecting telescope. The 

first telescopes were refracting telescopes. A refracting telescope bends or refracts light. The 

reflecting telescope reflects light. Sir Isaac Newton invented the reflecting telescope. Telescopes 

come in many sizes from the small to use at home or in your yard to the enormous that would 

be found at an observatory.
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Exercise:  Read the following selection, and write a summary on the lines provided.

 When it rains or snows, most of the water evaporates. The precipitation that doesn’t 

evaporate is called runoff. One of the ways that runoff occurs is when there is a heavy downpour 

and the ground cannot absorb all of the rain. If the area has steep hills or has many streets and 

sidewalks made of concrete, there is a lot of runoff. If the soil is made of clay, the water will not 

absorb quickly, and the rain will run off. Often during times of several days of rainfall, the ground 

becomes overly saturated with water, and the new rain does not soak into the ground. This will 

also cause runoff. All of this water makes its way back to the ocean.

Note Taking From Textbooks: Summary 2
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Exercise:  Organize these notes about England under the correct outline heading. Place the 
Roman numeral for the correct heading on the line next to each fact.

I. Climate

II. Industry

III. Farming

IV. Government

   1. The annual temperature is about 50 degrees Fahrenheit.

   2. England has a House of Lords and a House of Commons.

   3. There is fog and mist in much of England.

   4. Coal mining has declined.

   5. Cattle and sheep are raised for meat.

   6. It rains about 30 inches per year.

   7. A prime minister governs England.

   8. Pottery was made in Birmingham.

   9. The queen has very little governmental authority.

 10. England has small family farms.

Note Taking From Textbooks: Outline 1
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Exercise:  Organize these notes about Benjamin Franklin under the correct outline heading. 
Place the Roman numeral for the correct heading on the line next to each fact.

I. Childhood

II. Inventor

III. Statesman

   1. Benjamin Franklin was one of seventeen children.

   2. Member of the Continental Congress 

   3. Postmaster General of the Colonies

   4. Developed bifocal glasses

   5. Apprenticed with a printer

   6. Developed directions for using a lightning rod

   7. Ambassador to France

   8. Was ten years old when he left school

   9. Served on the committee to write the Declaration of Independence

 10. Experimented with lightning and electricity

Note Taking From Textbooks: Outline 2




