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How Long Is the Amazon River?

 Facts are statements that are true. They can 
be proven by checking reliable sources or through 
direct observation. Facts are important when writ-
ing news articles, reports, and informational es-
says. 

 Fact: The amazon river is the longest river 
on earth.

 you could prove this by measuring all the 
rivers on earth for yourself, but that would be a lot 
of work.

  1. How else could you check to find out if this statement is a fact? 

 

 

 Opinions are statements that express someone’s point of view. in advertisements, edi-
torials, letters, stories, and most types of essays, writers include both facts and opinions.

 Opinion: The Mississippi river is the prettiest river in the United States.

  2. even if you took a trip on every river in the United States and decided for yourself that the 
Mississippi river was the prettiest, would that make it a fact, rather than an opinion?

    

For each statement, write “F” for Fact or “O” for Opinion. For each fact, list one way you could 
verify it. if the statement is an opinion, leave the line blank.

  3.   everybody enjoys a circus.

 

  4.  More people have dogs than cats as pets.

 

  5.  Michigan is farther north than Missouri.

 

  6.  Fly-Me airlines offers the most convenient schedules.

 

  7. Write a fact: 

  8. Write an opinion: 
 

How Long is the amazon river?
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What’s the Editor’s Opinion?

 When a person who works at a newspaper or magazine as an editor feels strongly about 
an issue, he or she can express his or her opinions by writing an editorial to be published in 
the newspaper or magazine. Guest editorials from readers may also be published as letters to 
the editor. 

a well-written editorial ...

  Begins with an interesting topic sentence to catch the reader’s attention. 

  Clearly explains the issue.

  States how the writer feels about the issue.

  Provides specific examples or facts to support that opinion.

  ends with a sentence that summarizes the main points the writer made.

read an editorial from a local newspaper. 

  1. What is the issue (main topic) discussed in the editorial?

 

 

 
 
  2. What is the writer’s opinion of the issue?

 

 

 
  
  3. What examples or facts are used to support that opinion?

 

 

 
  
  4. do you agree or disagree with the writer? Why or why not?

 

 

 

What’s the editor’s Opinion?

✎

✎

✎

✎

✎
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What’s Your Opinion?

 To write an editorial, select a topic about which you feel strongly. you won’t be able to 
write very well if you really don’t care one way or another.
 your editorial can agree or disagree with an issue. it can be for or against a candidate or 
proposal.
 your editorial can discuss a problem and offer solutions that might help solve the problem.

Select one of these topics for an editorial:

  a. all students, beginning in fourth grade, should or should not be required to take a foreign 
language every year until they graduate from high school. 

  B. your school should or should not have a dress code that does not allow jeans, shorts,       
T-shirts, or sweatshirts at school. 

  C. all windows in classrooms should or should not be completely covered, because looking 
outside is a distraction to students.

  d. Summer vacations should or should not be only one month long, and the school year 
should last 11 months.

  e. The school cafeteria should or should not only offer vegetarian meals: no meat—only fruits, 
vegetables, and fish.

  F. a person who had been convicted of a crime and spent two years in jail for robbery 20 
years ago should or should not be elected mayor of your city.

  G. The legal age for obtaining a driver’s license should or should not be raised to 21.

  1. On your own paper, write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper, expressing your 
opinion about one of the topics.

  2. remember to:

 •  State the issue and how you feel about it.

 •  Give specific reasons or examples for your 
opinion.

 •  add a one-sentence summary. 

  3. edit, revise, and proofread your editorial before 
rewriting it.

What’s your Opinion?
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From Dull to Lively

 Verbs are words that show action or being. Lively verbs like trembled, whirled, shivered, 
frolicked, and screamed make writing more interesting.

 Use lively verbs to change dull sentences to interesting ones.

 Dull: The dog was happy.  Interesting: The dog quivered with excitement.

rewrite the sentences to make them more interesting by using action verbs.

  1. He was sad. 

 

  2. The girl was scared. 

 

  3. Jason was hungry. 

 

  4. They were lonely. 

 

  5. They were jogging in the park. 

 

  6. “i am fine,” Gavin said. 

 

  7. The child left the cold water. 

 

  8. The grass was green. 

 

  9. The sky was cloudy. 

 

10. yesterday was a nice day. 

 

From dull to Lively
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Action, Please

 Lively verbs like trotted, spun, tiptoed, and shouted make your writing more interesting.

Write action words for each letter of the alphabet except “x.” Give yourself one point for each 
verb. Can you score at least 50 points?

  a    

  b 

  c 

  d 

  e 

  f 

  g 

  h 

  i 

  j 

  k 

  l 

  m 

  n 

  o 

  p 

  q 

  r 

  s 

  t 

  u 

  v 

  w 

  y 

  z 

My score: 
 

action, Please
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Is It Interesting and Timely?

 if you scan several news stories, you’ll notice many similarities. News articles ...

  • Provide information about events. They are usually written in the third person. 

  • Begin with a headline that summarizes the article. 

  • Should be about national events that would interest most readers or about events 
that occur in the area where readers live.

  • Should be timely. 

  1. read the headlines of 10 front-page stories in a local newspaper.

  2. Count the total number of words in all 10 headlines: 

  3. divide that number by 10. 

 your answer is the average number of words in the headlines you read. Most headlines 
use six or less words.

  4. Why do you think it is important for news articles to be interesting? 

 

  5. d o you think people in California would be interested in reading about candidates for mayor 
in a city in Oregon?

 

 Why or why not? 

 

 

  6. d o you think readers in new york would be interested in reading about a terrible hurricane 
in Florida? 

 
 
 Why or why not? 

 

 

  7. Why do you think it’s important for news to be timely? 

 

 

is it interesting and Timely?



7© Mark Twain Media, inc., Publishers

name:  date: 

Student Booster: Writing Facts and Opinions

Like a Pyramid

 news stories are written in  an inverted pyramid style.

•    The lead is the opening sentence or paragraph. it contains the 
most important information and is usually quite short.

•    The body of the article contains less important
information. The paragraphs in the body 
of the article are arranged in descending 

order of importance.
•    The last paragraphs of 

the article contain the
least important

information 
or details.

 The lead of a well-written news article should be interesting and to the point. its purpose 
is to give readers enough information about the event so they will want to continue reading.

  1. Cut out a news article from the front page of a local newspaper. Choose one that contains 
at least six paragraphs.

  2. is the first sentence of the article interesting and to the point? 

 

 The �rst paragraph of a well-written news article should answer the questions Who, 
What, When, Where, Why, and How.

  3. read only the first paragraph of the news article. Write the answers to the questions if they 
can be found in the first paragraph.

 Who? 

 What? 

 When? 

 Where? 

 Why? 

 How? 

  4. Save this article to use with the next activity.

Like a Pyramid
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Action Words and Simple Verbs

 • Most news articles use many action verbs. 

 • When writing news articles, sentences should be short and to the point.

 • When writing news articles, use familiar words. a general rule is, the simpler the 
better.

 • When writing news articles, avoid unnecessary words. Unlike many other types of 
writing, few adjectives are used in news articles.

 
  1. List the action verbs from the first paragraph of the article you cut out.

 

 
 
  2. Why do you think that using sentences that are short and to the point is important?  

 

 

 
 
  3. read each pair of synonyms. Circle the word that would be better for a news article.

   a.  abode home   B.  employee  worker

   C.  save  economize  d.  transaction sale

   e.  bestowed gave   F.  remembered  reminisced

  4. rewrite the sentence below in 15 words or less. Get rid of all unnecessary words.

 Several people on their way to the theater 
to watch a new Star Trek movie witnessed an 
unusual event when Scott emerson, a tall man 
with long, dark hair and wearing a blue-striped 
shirt, jeans, and running shoes, and his dog, 
Sparky, a Great dane, ran screaming through 
the park near the baseball diamond where the 
local baseball team won the state championship 
last fall chased by three large, brown and white 
goats who had escaped from the petting zoo on the other side of the park.

Save the news article you cut out to use with other activities in this book.

action Words and Simple Verbs
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The Body of a News Article

 The body of a news article contains more information 
about the event described in the lead. Paragraphs are arranged in 
descending order of importance.

  1.  Write a short summary of paragraphs two through six of the 
news article you cut out. 

 Paragraph 2: 

 

 

 

 Paragraph 3: 

 

 

 Paragraph 4: 

 

 

 Paragraph 5: 

 

 

 Paragraph 6: 

 

 

  2. are the paragraphs arranged in order of importance? 

  3. do you think the writer of this article followed the inverted pyramid format? Why or why 
not?

 
  

 
  

The Body of a news article
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Short and to the Point

 Headlines summarize the 
main ideas of news articles in a few 
words. Most headlines include at 
least one active verb.

 The purpose of headlines is 
to grab the readers’ attention so they 
will want to read more.

  1. Write three headlines from a current newspaper on the lines below. 

 a. 

 B. 

 C. 

  2. Circle the active verbs in the headlines.

  3. Trade papers with a classmate, and finish the activity.

  4. Write one sentence for the first headline describing what you think will be the main idea 
of the article.

 

 

  5. Of the questions Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How, which questions are answered 
in the second headline?

 

 

  6. Which questions are nOT answered in the third headline?

 

 

  7. Of the three headlines, (a, B, or C) which one do you think is most likely to grab a reader’s 
attention? Why?  

 

 

 

 

Short and to the Point




