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Be Specific

Descriptive Writing

 Descriptive writing provides vivid details. The key to a 
good description is to be as specific as possible. 
 The main purpose of a description is to enable the reader 
to picture what you’re describing. These tips will help you to write 
better descriptions. 

  Decide on a topic: Before you begin writing, decide 
on a topic. if your topic is too broad, you may not be able to cover it completely. if 
your topic is too narrow, you may not have enough to write about.

  Gather ideas: This can include jotting down ideas, checking reference sources, 
doing surveys, gathering data, etc.

  Organize your material: describing events in order works best for many topics. it 
provides a time sense of what happened first, next, and last. you can also outline 
your topic and organize the main ideas in order of importance, with examples or 
explanations for each main point.

  Add details, descriptions, and examples: d etails related to the main topic provide 
the reader with a clear image.

  Edit and revise: When you finish your first draft, ask yourself:

   •    is my writing clear and concise?

   • is any important information missing? 

   • is there too much or too little detail? 

   • did i use complete sentences?

   • did i stick to my topic?

   • did i include an interesting topic sentence and conclusion?

   Proofread: Correct errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

   Double-check: Go back and read through your final copy one more time.

descriptive Writing
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A Delicious Paragraph

 a paragraph is a group of sentences about a specific topic. 
an interesting paragraph is like a tasty sandwich. 
 When you bite into a sandwich, the top piece of bread is the 
first thing you taste. The topic sentence of a paragraph is like the 
top piece of bread. it introduces the main idea of a paragraph. if the 
topic sentence is not fresh and interesting, the reader won’t want to 
bite any further.
 interesting topic sentences encourage readers to bite further 
into the paragraph.

Write two different topic sentences for each subject.

  1. a trip in a canoe 

 

 

 
  
  2. being lost in a forest 

 

 

  
 

  3. taking care of a pet 

 

 

 
  
  4. a person you admire 

 

 

 
   
  5. Save this page to use with the next activity.

a delicious Paragraph
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Sliced Bananas and Peanut Butter With Liver Sausage and Pickles 
on Rye

 a great slice of bread alone does not make a memorable sandwich. The middle of the 
sandwich needs to include interesting and tasty ingredients. 
 Topic sentences are followed by supporting sentences that provide interesting informa-
tion, give examples, or provide additional details and descriptions.

  1. Write two sentences that could follow each topic sentence.

 as soon as i woke up, i knew it was going to be one of those days when nothing goes right.

 

 

 

 

 as darkness crept toward us, we huddled closer to the fire, listening to the sounds of the 
waking forest.

 

 

 

 

  2. rewrite your best topic sentence from the last activity. add supporting sentences. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
  3.  Save this page to use with the next activity.

Sliced Bananas and Peanut Butter With Liver Sausage and Pickles on rye
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Good to the Last Bite

 The bottom piece of bread in a sandwich is like the conclu-
sion sentence in a paragraph. Without the second piece of bread, the 
sandwich would fall apart. The conclusion sentence restates the main 
idea or sums up the main points in a paragraph.

  1. Write a conclusion sentence for one of the three topics on the last 
page. 

 

 
  
  2. Cut out a picture from an old magazine that shows any type of scenery, preferably one 

without people. The scene could be of a city, mountain, rain forest, or even under the ocean. 
imagine visiting this place. 

 
  3. Write a topic sentence you could use to begin a paragraph describing your visit to the place 

shown in the picture.

 

 
 
  4. List details you might see, hear, feel, taste, and touch if you were there in person.

 

 

 
 
  5. Write a conclusion sentence to sum up a paragraph about your visit to this place.

 

 

 
 
  6. On your own paper, write a descriptive paragraph about any person, place, thing, or event. 

you can use any of the topics or sentences you wrote about in the last two activities.
 
  7. reread what you wrote. Keep these questions in mind as you revise your descriptive para -

graph.

 • Can you make the topic sentence more interesting?

 • did you include descriptions, details, and/or examples in the middle of the paragraph?

 • did your conclusion sum up the main idea of the paragraph?

Good to the Last Bite
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A Purple Alien Wearing Green- and Yellow-Striped Pajamas

 Adjectives are words that describe nouns or other adjectives. Red, frizzy, enormous, and 
lazy are adjectives. adjectives help the reader to form a mental picture of a person, place, or 
thing.

Underline the adjectives.

  1. a large shaggy dog with floppy ears  

  2. a tiny gray mouse with a long thin tail

  3. a freckled boy with red hair wearing a green baseball cap

  4. an old chair with a broken leg, sagging springs, and moth holes 
 

Write adjectives to describe each noun.

  5. alien 

  6. tiger 

  7. sky 

  8. whale 

  9. flower 

10. shoes 

Fill in the blanks with adjectives to complete the sentences.

11. The ,  woman with the

 ,  hat raced quickly through the 

 ,  alley.

12. as the  boy wandered farther into the  

woods, the  roots of the trees and their  

limbs seemed to be trying to trap him.

13. When the ,  sun rose above the

  hill, it looked like a  ball of fire.

14. Maria found a ,  bag in the 

  parking lot behind the   factory.

15. Petting the ,  snake was the last thing 

Jeremiah wanted to do.

a Purple alien Wearing Green- and yellow-Striped Pajamas
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See It!

 When you write, you become the eyes of the reader. descriptive writing uses adjectives 
to provide the reader with a clear picture of people, places, things, and ideas.
 Sight words include descriptions of color, shape, size, and texture.

each of these phrases describes a type of container. read the description, then draw the con -
tainer. Use colored pencils or pens.

  1. a rotten, wooden chest with rusted hinges  

  2. a green and red plastic toy box

  3. a large, shiny, metal safe

  4. a square, battered cardboard box 

  5. an empty, rectangular glass aquarium

  6. a triangular stone pyramid

  7. decide on an object to describe. On your own paper, write a paragraph describing that 
object in detail, but do not name the object. Call it “Object X” if you need to use a word. 
describe the size, shape, color, texture, and other features of the object. 

  8. When you finish your paragraph, trade papers with a partner. read each other’s descrip -
tions. See if you can guess the object being described.

See it!
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Hear It!

 Sounds are everywhere. What do you hear when you close your eyes and lis-
ten? Can you hear the motor on your refrigerator? The hum of your computer? Traffic 
noises? Children playing? Birds singing? 
  Buzz, creak, howl, roar, cheer, rumble, crash, and squeak describe 

sounds. Onomatopoeia uses words that imitate a sound. The words 
can be real, like crunch, or made-up, like ka-pow and ka-boom. 

Write words to describe these sounds. you can use real words, or 
make up your own.

  1. Walking barefoot through squishy mud  

 

  
 

  2. a rocky shore with huge waves crashing  

 

  
 

  3. Going down a huge waterslide  

 

  
 

  4. What you hear right now if you close your eyes and listen  

 

  
 

  5. On your own paper, describe an experience so that the reader can hear the sounds of 
the event. (experiences could be attending the circus, playing football, watching a parade, 
walking down a busy city street, or sitting at an airport.)

  6. When you finish, proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite your description.

Hear it!
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Smell It!

 imagine watching a movie that provided not only sound and pictures, but also smells! 
describing smells in writing adds to the reader’s sense of being part of the scene.

Write words to describe these smells:

  1. a damp fall day after a heavy rain 

 
 
  2. a soap factory 

 
 
  3. a candy store 

 
 
  4. a freshly mowed lawn 

 
 
  5. a locker room after a basketball game 

 
 
  6. your favorite perfume or aftershave 

 
 
  7. a loaf of homemade bread 

 
 
  8. a hospital or medical clinic 

 
 
  9. On your own paper, describe a place that has many smells, like a restaurant, bakery, 

kitchen, or garden. Use sensory words that describe the various aromas.

10. When you finish, proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite your description.

Did You Know? Movies with “Smell-O-Vision” were first introduced in 1960, but they never 
became popular. 

Smell it!
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Taste It!

 imagine eating a bowl of cold, creamy, mint chocolate ice cream on a hot summer day. 
Cold, creamy, mint, and chocolate describe the taste, temperature, and texture of the ice cream. 
Sweet, hot, sour, crunchy, tangy, salty, and bitter are other adjectives that describe taste and 
texture. 

  1. Write taste, temperature, and texture words to describe each item.

 a.  stale bread 
             
   
 
 B.  a cup of hot cocoa with marshmallows 

       
 
 C.  a steaming bowl of spicy chili 

       

 d.  a two-day-old deluxe pizza with 10 toppings 

       

 e.  mashed potatoes and gravy 

       

  2. List six fruit flavors. 

 

  3. List six vegetable flavors. 

 

   4. List six words that describe the texture of food.

  

  
  
   5. On your own paper, describe your favorite meal so that the reader will 

be able to “taste” all the goodies.

   6. When you finish, proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite your description.

Taste it!



10© Mark Twain Media, inc., Publishers

name:  date: 

Student Booster: Writing description

Touch It!

 We use our hands to feel the texture of objects. Sandpaper feels rough and gritty. Bumpy, 
smooth, wet, warm, and soft are other words that describe how something feels.
 your sense of touch is not limited to your hands. Cold rain on your face, the wind blowing 
through your hair, the hot sun beating on your skin, and walking barefoot through thick, cool, 
squishy mud are also sensory experiences.

List words to describe these experiences.

  1. cuddling with a fuzzy blanket 

 

  2. walking on a cold, windy, rainy day

 

  3. lifting a heavy wooden box 

 

  4. running a long race 

 

  5. jumping into cold water 

 

Most experiences involve using several senses at the same time.

  6. Which senses would you use if you were a drummer in a marching band?

  

 
 
  7. Which senses would you use if you were chopping onions?

 

 

  8. On your own paper, describe a personal experience so the reader can share the feel and 
texture of the event. (experiences could be falling asleep in a hammock, wading in a creek, 
or standing on a hill on a windy day.) 

  9. When you finish, proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite your description. 

Touch it!




