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Many Types of Personal Writing

 ➨ People write letters to friends and relatives to invite people to events, to thank them for 
gifts or favors, and to keep in touch.

 ➨	 They write letters to businesses to compliment or complain about products or service 
or to request more information.

 ➨	 Letters may be handwritten, typed and printed on the computer, mailed, or sent as e-
mails to any place in the world. 

 ➨	 Autobiographical writing can include anecdotes, memorable events, life stories, and 
personal accounts of events.

 ➨	 Journaling allows writers to express personal thoughts and feelings privately. A journal 
can be a source for emotional release when feeling troubled, hurt, or lonely. 

 ➨	 Journal writing helps us to become more observant of ourselves and the world around 
us. Journaling allows us to exercise our imagination in words and pictures. 

 ➨	 Some types of personal writing, like letters, are meant to be shared with others. Journ-
aling is often more private. What goes into your journal is up to you. It is also up to you 
whether or not you share your journal with others.

 ➨	 Regular journal writing provides a written record you can use to go back and read again 
later. Writing in a journal while traveling helps remind you of what you saw and did. A 
journal is a place to store thoughts and ideas so they don’t get lost.

 Some activities in this book involve writing journal entries. A journal can be any type of 
book with blank pages. It doesn’t need to be fancy or expensive. You can write your journal in 
a spiral notebook, on theme paper in a three-ring binder, or even in a file on the computer.

  1. Why do you think e-mail letters have become so popular?

 

 

 

  2. What types of things could you include in your journal?

 

 

 

Many Types of Personal Writing
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All About You

 An autobiography is a true account that a person writes about his or her life. It can 
include major events or focus on one specific event.
 An autobiography can be about a person’s whole life. It can be about one period in a 
person’s life, such as childhood or a term as president. It can also be about one important day, 
or even about one important event, like meeting a celebrity, winning a contest, or witnessing an 
accident.

List ideas for each topic you could use for an autobiographical essay.

  1. A special holiday: 

 

  2. An important day in your life: 

 

  3. A time you were proud of yourself: 

 

  4. Your bravest deed: 

 

  5. The ten best things about yourself: 

 

  6. An unusual day in your life: 

 

  7. The most valuable lesson you have learned in your life: 

 

 

 

 

  8. Use any of your ideas to write an autobiography on 
your own paper. 

  9. When you finish the rough draft, edit, revise, and 
proofread before writing the final version. If possible, 
add pictures or photographs.

All About You
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 Strange But True
 

 An anecdote is a short account of something 
strange or funny that actually happened. An anecdote 
might be about a time when something embarrassing hap-
pened, when you had an unexpected surprise or did some-
thing that turned out totally different than expected.
 Reader’s Digest magazine includes many personal 
anecdotes in every issue. If you can find a copy, read sev-
eral anecdotes.

  1. Why do you think people enjoy reading anecdotes?

 

 

 

  2. Have you ever heard the saying: “Truth is stranger than fiction?” What do you think that 
means?

 

 

 
 
  3. Write an anecdote about an experience you’ve had.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strange But True



© Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 4

Student Booster: Personal Writing

Homophone Game

 Homophones are words that sound the same, but are spelled differently and have dif-
ferent meanings.

              1                 2                3                4                 5                6      

   

 

 
 

 

Materials: Two dice
        A different color pencil for each player

Object of the game: To color in the most boxes on the grid.

How to play:
  1. Take turns rolling the dice and finding the corresponding box on the grid. 

 Example: Player rolls a 6 and 5. The corresponding square would be either the one con-
taining the word right  (6 down, 5 across), or the word sense (5 down, 6 across).

  2. If that square has not been colored, the player uses the word in a sentence. If the word is 
used correctly, the player colors in that square. 

  3. Players self-check each other. When in doubt, consult a dictionary.

  4. If no square is available to match the numbers on the dice, play passes to the next player.

  5. The game ends when all of the squares are colored, or after a preset time.

What Would You Do?

 Sometimes people must make difficult decisions. Often they know what they should do, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s what they will do. 

Read the writing prompts below. On your own paper, answer the question, “What would you 
do?” for one of the situations. Include reasons for your decision.

Writing Prompt: You’re at the mall with a friend. A man comes up to you and says his little 
girl is missing. He looks really worried. He asks you to go outside with him 
and help look for her in the alley behind the mall. What would you do?

Writing Prompt: You found a wallet. Inside is the person’s driver’s license and $100. What 
would you do?

Writing Prompt: Brightly colored knee-length pants are the lat-
est fashion! Everyone is wearing these neon 
pink, purple, yellow, blue, and red pants with 
wide, baggy legs and elastic at the knees. You 
think they make people look like miniature 
hot-air balloons. It’s time to buy some new 
school clothes. What do you do?

Writing Prompt: Some friends want you to go to a movie, but 
you have promised your parents you would 
clean the garage. What do you do?

Writing Prompt: You want something that costs more money 
than you can afford. Your parents have 
agreed to pay for half, if you earn the other 
half. What would you do?

Writing Prompt: If you walk home from school the shortest way, you have to walk past a 
really creepy house. Your friends have told you some strange stories about 
the place, and you’re not sure what to believe. To avoid passing this house 
means walking an extra four blocks. What would you do?

Writing Prompt: A good friend was in a terrible fire and will be in the hospital for a long 
time. Another friend went to see her and said that your injured friend really 
wanted you to visit. He also said that all of the tubes, scars, and burns are 
really gross. What would you do?

1  they’re  knight     sail     main      hare     won 

2     two       pear     reign     due      wear      for   

3      its       your      hear           whether    ate     male  

4     oar      know      blew      red           through  pane   

5    heir       hale     grate    wring     site    sense  

6      tail       fare     bear     meat      right    vein   

Homophone Game
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Journaling

 What should you write about in your journal? Anything you want. Stumped for writing 
ideas? Here’s a few to get you started:

 ✐ The place I would most like to visit is ... because ...

 ✐	 The person I most admire is ... because ...

 ✐	 If I were an animal, I would be a ... because ...

 ✐	 The most unique thing about me is ...

 ✐	 To me, friendship means ...

 ✐	 The thing that upsets me the most is ...

 ✐	 The ten things I would most like to have are ...

 ✐	 The most important lesson I ever learned was ...

 ✐	 Last night, I dreamed that ...

 ✐	 A skill I would really like to have is to be able to ...

 ✐	 If I had $10,000, I would ...

 ✐	 I feel afraid when ... because ...

 ✐	 If I could invent something, it would be ...

 ◆	 Besides writing in your journal, you could doodle or draw pictures. 

 ◆	 If you find a picture or cartoon in a magazine or on the Internet that you like, you could 
cut it out or print it and add it to your journal. It may become a writing idea.

 ◆	 You could write the words to a song you like or a quotation by a famous person—or 
even one by someone who is not famous.

 ◆	 When you think of good writing ideas, save them in your journal. Jot them down before 
they float off and dissolve like a wispy cloud on a windy day. 

Write a journal entry using any of the ideas on this page. Also, save this page for another time 
when you need an idea.

Journaling
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Heard Any Good Jokes Lately?

Sometimes people include jokes in their journals. 

  1. Think about the best joke you’ve ever heard. Why did you think it was funny? 

 

 

 

  2. Why do you think people would write jokes in their journals?

 

 

 

  3. Write one of your favorite jokes in your journal. It can be one you heard or one you made 
up yourself.

Heard Any Good Jokes Lately?

How many ladders would it take to get to the sun?One—if it’s 93 million miles long!

What gets bigger the more you 

take from it? A hole.
Why does a stork stand on one leg?

If he lifted the other one,
HE’D FALL DOWN!

Why shouldn’t an owl be 
allowed to use a computer?

Because it keeps eating the mouse.

What’s the hardest thing 
about learning to skateboard?

The sidewalk.

How can you tell which end

of a worm is the front?

Tickle it in the middle, and

see which end laughs.

What do you get when you cross a porcupine with a balloon?
POP!
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Hunting for Ideas

 Your bedroom is probably filled with writing ideas for your journal. 

 ★ Do you still have a favorite old stuffed animal or action figure you loved when you 
were younger?

  You could write about a time when you pretended it was real 

  ... or about the person who gave it to you

  ... or the day you received it.

 ★	 How about your old baseball mitt?

  You could write about the time you caught the pop-fly for the third out 
in the last inning 

  ... or about the ball you didn’t catch.

 ★	 Do you have a favorite book on your shelf?

  You could write about why you like that book

  ... or how the main character is a lot like you

  ... or imagine yourself as a character in a book.

 ★	 What’s under your bed? Take a look. Besides dust bunnies and some unmatched 
socks, you may find a few writing ideas.

 ★	 Do you have any posters on your wall?

  You could write about meeting the person or going to the place shown on the post-
er.

 ★	 Old photos often bring back happy memories. 

  You could write about the day you got your first baseball cap

  ... or the day you went to the beach and found that very special seashell

  ... or the first time you spent the night at your grandparents’ house.

Use any of these ideas to write a journal entry. You can keep this page in the back of your journal 
and look at it anytime you need a writing idea.

Hunting for Ideas
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Then and Now

 How much have you changed in the past five years? What skills have you learned? What 
new experiences have you had? Have you moved to a new city or transferred to a new school? 
How have you changed physically? 
 You may also be the same in many ways as you were five years ago. Your favorite color 
or sport may be the same. You may live in the same house or have the same best friend.

  1. Fill in the blanks with words and phrases to use for writing ideas. Continue on the next 
page.

  Ways I’ve stayed the same   Ways I’ve changed

Physical:

  

  

Where I live:

  

  

What I enjoy doing in my spare time:

  

  

My friends:

  

  

My family:

  

  

Where I go to school:

  

  

Hobbies I enjoy:

  

  

Then and Now
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Then and Now (cont.)

  Ways I’ve stayed the same   Ways I’ve changed

Foods I like:

  

  

Books I like:

  

  

My personality:

  

  

Skills I have:

  

  

My most treasured possession:

  

  

How I interact with others:

  

  

Things that make me happy:

  

  

  2. Use your ideas to compare and contrast yourself today to yourself five years ago, and write 
the comparison/contrast on your own paper. Include at least one paragraph about the ways 
in which you are the same as you were then and one paragraph about the ways in which 
you are different.

  3. When you finish the first draft, proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite on your own paper. If 
possible, include a photograph of yourself, then and now.

Then and Now




