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Ready, Set, Write: Story Starters Grade 7

Revising, Editing, and Proofreading Guide
Carefully reread what you wrote. Use this checklist to revise and edit your writing.

Grammar, Spelling, and Punctuation

 ✔ Did you begin each sentence with a capital letter?

 ✔	 Do all sentences have end punctuation?

 ✔	 Do all sentences have subjects and predicates?

 ✔	 Do your subjects and predicates agree with each other?

 ✔	 Are all words spelled correctly?

 ✔	 Did you capitalize all proper nouns?

 ✔	 Do all of your sentences make sense?

Nonfiction writing

 ✔	 Is your topic sentence interesting?

 ✔	 Does your topic sentence express the main idea?

 ✔	 Do all of your sentences stick to the main idea?

 ✔	 Did you give specific examples?

 ✔	 Did you present the main points in the right order?

 ✔	 Did you leave out any important information?

 ✔	 Did you include too much information?

 ✔	 Does your conclusion sentence or paragraph sum up the main idea?

Fiction writing

 ✔	 Are your characters believable?

 ✔	 Is the dialogue realistic?

 ✔	 Will the reader be able to visualize the setting?

 ✔	 Is the character’s problem or challenge clearly stated?
 
 ✔	 Is the solution reasonable?
 
 ✔	 Are the events arranged in a logical order?

Revising, Editing, and Proofreading Guide
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Writing Tips
Whether you’re sending an e-mail to a friend or preparing a ten-page report, following these 
tips will help you write better. 

Decide on a topic. 
 ★ Before you begin writing, decide what you will write about.  

 ★	 In an e-mail to a friend, the topic might be your vacation in the Fiji Islands. 

 ★	 For a report, the topic could be the sport of curling. 

Narrow the focus of your topic.
 ★	 Your e-mail about your vacation could focus on one particular event during your vaca-

tion, like climbing a palm tree or finding seashells.

 ★	 Your report could focus on the history of curling.

Gather ideas.
 ★	 For an e-mail to a friend, gathering ideas may be a “think-about-it step.” 

 ★	 For a report, this would involve checking reference sources, doing surveys, gathering 
data, etc.

Organize your material.
 ★	 For your e-mail, you will probably tell what happened in sequential order.

 ★	 For a report, you could make an outline to organize the main ideas with examples or 
explanations for each main point.

Write the first draft.
 ★	 Don’t worry if it gets messy as you cross out words or move sentences around.

Proofread.
 ★	 Correct errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

Edit and revise.
 ★	 Make any other changes to improve your writing.

Rewrite.
 ★	 Write the final copy. 

Double-check.
 ★	 Go back and read through what you wrote one more time.

Writing Tips



Ready, Set, Write: Story Starters Grade 7

41588-EB  © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers

Name:  Date: 

Paragraphs Are Like Sandwiches: Paragraph Writing
 When you bite into a sandwich, the top piece of bread is the first 
thing you taste. The topic sentence of a paragraph is like the top piece 
of bread. If it’s not fresh and interesting, the reader won’t want to bite any 
further.
 Between the two slices of bread, the middle of the sandwich can 
include a variety of interesting ingredients. The middle of a paragraph 
should include interesting ideas, examples, and information.
 The bottom piece of bread in a sandwich is like the conclusion 
sentence in a paragraph. The conclusion sentence restates the main idea 
of a paragraph.

  1. Write an interesting topic sentence about your favorite type of sandwich.

 

 

 

 

  2. Write middle sentences about your sandwich. Include details of what’s inside the bread.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  3. Finish off your paragraph by writing a conclusion sentence. You might explain why you like 
this type of sandwich or why the reader should try one too.

 

 

 

 

Paragraphs Are Like Sandwiches: Paragraph Writing
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What Would You Do?: Paragraph Writing
Use the writing prompts to write paragraphs that include a topic sentence, three or more middle 
sentences, and a conclusion sentence. Use your own paper if you need more room.

Writing Prompt: You are invited to a friend’s house to watch a video. However, this is one video 
that your parents specifically told you they did not want you to see because they felt it was inap-
propriate for someone your age. What would you do?

Writing Prompt: You’re babysitting for your cousin late one night when you hear strange noises 
coming from the basement. You can’t tell what’s making those squishing, swishing, squashing 
sounds. What would you do?

What Would You Do?: Paragraph Writing
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Author! Author!: An Autobiography
Writing prompt: Your latest book is on the New York Times bestseller list. Write a brief autobi-
ography for the back cover of the book.

Author! Author!: An Autobiography
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Gone Fishing: Author’s Purpose
 Authors write for different purposes: to entertain, to 
inform, to persuade, and to express opinions. Writers can have 
more than one purpose when writing. Fables can entertain and 
teach a lesson. An editorial can be written to express the author’s opinion and persuade readers 
to share that opinion.

Determine the author’s purpose. Write entertain, inform, persuade, or opinion on the blank 
next to each writing sample.

   1. Fishing is the best way to relax on a Saturday morning.

   2. If you’ve never gone fishing, you should give it a try.

   3. Although most people today go fishing for recreation, in the past it 
was an important part of providing food for a family.

   4. Fortunately, the weather was perfect for fishing. Unfortunately, Ben 
fell out of the boat. Fortunately, we pulled him back in. Unfortunately, 
he scared away all the fish. 

  5. Write a topic sentence for a humorous article about life on another planet. 

 

 

  6. Write a topic sentence for an informational article about the possibility of life on other 
planets.

 

 

 

  7. Write a topic sentence to persuade readers to consider the possibility of life on other planets.

 

 

 

  8. Write a topic sentence that expresses your opinion about life on 
other planets.

 

 

 

Gone Fishing: Author’s Purpose
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An Unusual Event: An Anecdote	

 An anecdote is a short narrative about a real event that happened to the writer or to 
someone the writer knows. Anecdotes often tell about humorous or unusual events.

Writing Prompt: Write an anecdote about an unusual event that happened to you or to some-
one you know.

Use the guide on page 2. Proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite 
your anecdote. 

An Unusual Event: An Anecdote
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Clear as a Photograph: Visual Adjectives
 When you write, you become the eyes of the reader. Adjectives that describe color, size, 
shape, texture, and other details let you show the reader exactly what you have in mind.

 She drove a yellow car.

That sentence does not tell the reader 
much. You could improve it by writing: 

 The hatless teenager drove a 
yellow sports car.

That gives the reader a better picture of both the driver and the car, but more detail could be 
added. Was the car a convertible? Was it bright yellow or faded? Was it a new car or old and 
dented? What was the teenager wearing?

Rewrite the sentences, adding vivid adjectives to give the reader a clear picture.

  1. She smiled as she introduced herself to her neighbor.

 

 

 

  2. He cried when he found the dead bird on the ground.

 

 

 

  3. They looked across the lake.

 

 

 

Writing Prompt: On your own paper, describe a person you know so that someone who has 
never met that person would easily be able to spot him or her in a crowded room.

When you finish, proofread, edit, revise, and rewrite your description.

Clear as a Photograph: Visual Adjectives
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What’s in a Name?: Character Development
 The names you give your characters can be important. Names usually let your reader 
know if the characters are male or female.
 If you are writing a humorous story about a grumpy old man, you might name him Eb-
enezer Crabbe. But would you want to name a prince Sneaky Pete?
 If you were writing about a boy living in a small Mexican village, Stanislaus Prokofiev 
probably wouldn’t be a good name. If you use a name that denotes a certain race or nationality, 
do it because that information is important to the story.

Make up names for the following characters:

  1. A person who loves bright colors: 

  2. A timid person: 

  3. A Kentucky school teacher who lived in 1816: 
 
  4. A sailor on a pirate ship: 

  5. A football player: 

  6. An old person who has 14 pet cats: 

  7. A person with a green thumb: 

  8. A dishonest judge: 

  9. A super hero: 

10. A doctor: 

11. A physics professor: 

12. A friendly neighbor: 

13. A faithful pet: 

14. A grumpy tree: 

15. A talking snake: 

Save your ideas to use with the next activities.

What’s in a Name?: Character Development
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Physical Traits: Character Development
 Physical traits describe a person’s appearance. This includes age, height, weight, skin, 
hair, and eye color, and any other information about how that person looks. 

Select your favorite character from the last page and write a description of his or her physical 
traits. Use vivid adjectives.

Character’s Name: 

  1. Description: 

 

 

 

 

 What your character wears gives the reader more information. Even hats and shoes tell 
a lot about a character.

Answer the questions to describe your character more fully.

  2. What would your character wear to go to the mall? 

 

  3. What would your character wear to a picnic? 

 

  4. What would your character wear on a wintry Sunday afternoon? 

 

  5. Describe the hat your character might wear on a rainy day. 

 

 

  6. Describe your character’s favorite pair of comfortable shoes. 

 

 

  7. How does your character dress on a very hot day? 

 

  8. Draw a sketch of your character on your own paper.

Physical Traits: Character Development
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Character Traits: Character Development
 A character profile describes someone’s personality traits. 

Use adjectives like cheerful, grumpy, or shy to describe a different character from the What’s 
in a Name? activity.

Character’s Name: 

  1. Personality: 

 

 

 

 

Character traits affect how people react in different situations. Answer the questions to learn 
more about your character.

  2. What does your character do when people are late? 

 

  3. How does your character feel on a rainy day? 

  

  4. What’s the first thing your character does when faced with a difficult decision? 

 

 

  5. How does your character react to praise? 

 

  6. How does your character react to criticism? 

 

  7. What does your character like to do best when alone? 

 

  8. How does your character feel about parties? 

 

  9. What makes your character smile? 

 

Character Traits: Character Development




