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Name:  Date: 

Mesopotamia and Sumer

Mesopotamia is the area between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. It is one of the places 
where civilization first began. It is where humans settled, farmed, built cities, developed metal 
technology, invented writing, and kept records. The land we once called Mesopotamia is now 
known as Iraq, northern Syria, and southern Turkey. Sumer was a region in southern Mesopo-
tamia.

Circle the letter of the answer you believe correctly completes each statement.

  1. On March the 21st of each year, there would be a public celebration where the Meso-
potamian king would be: 
A. Praised by the people. B. Given gold to make the crops grow.
C. Required to dress like a donkey. D. Slapped until he cried.

  2. Mesopotamians learning to be scribes were taught by people they called: 
A.  Wise one. B.   Big brother.
C. Teacher. D.   Master.

  3. The school’s principal was called:
A.  Lord. B.  School father.
C. Honorable man. D. Wise leader.

  4. The Mesopotamians wrote the first: 
A. Farmer’s almanac. B.  Geography book.
C. Book on beauty aids. D. Medical text.

  5. Some Mesopotamian homes had: 
A. Flush toilets. B. Whirlpool baths.   
C. Swimming pools. D.  Overhead fans. 

  6. Mesopotamians believed that a person could become ill or unlucky by breaking certain rules 
or committing sins. One such rule was, on the first day of the month, “thou shall not: 
A.  look at your wife.” B.  eat garlic, or a scorpion will sting you.” 
C. work, or your crops will fail.” D. conduct business, or you will be beaten.”

 
  7. Instead of praying to gods for their souls, Mesopotamians:

A. Had slaves pray for them. B.  Hired people to pray for them.   
C. Had statues pray for them. D. Bought the souls of others.

  8. When someone in a prominent family died, they were usually buried: 
A. In a temple. B.  Under the floor of his or her house.
C. In a castle. D.  In the royal sepulcher.

Mesopotamia and Sumer
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Name:  Date: 

  9. Which of the following did the Mesopotamians not use to foretell the future? 
A.  Studying the stars B. Studying the flight of birds   
C. Studying the intestines of animals D.  Studying the shells of turtles 

10. Scribes kept records and wrote letters and reports on clay tablets. Important legal docu-
ments were often put in an envelope and given to Temple Scribes to keep. The envelopes 
were made of: 
A.  Papyrus. B.  Papier-mâché.
C. Clay. D. Reeds.

11. After a Sumerian died, the worse thing that could happen was for him:
A.  To be buried in a foreign land. B. To be cremated.
C. Not to be buried by sundown. D. Not to be buried.

12. In the country, most houses: 
A. Did not have chapels. B.  Did not have a courtyard.   
C. Did not have doors. D.  Were made of wood.

13. When a visitor arrived at a home: 
A. A slave washed his feet. B.  He was immediately given a huge meal.
C. He was given wine and dates. D. He was expected to pay his host.

14. The favorite Sumerian drink was: 
A. Goat’s milk. B.  Beer.
C. Wine. D. Water.

15. In ancient Sumer, Nanna was the name for: 
A. Nursemaid. B. Grandmother.
C. The Moon god. D.  Banana.

16. Which of the following was the head of a Sumerian household forbidden to do?
A.  Take property from his slave B.  Divorce his wife
C.  Sell his wife into slavery D.  Sell his children into slavery

17. In order to improve their appearance, Sumerians would:
A.  Wear cucumbers over their eyes. B.  Clean their faces with olive oil.
C.  Rub their faces with stones. D.  Wear tattoos.

18. During the growing season, the farmer would always pray to the Goddess of: 
A.  The Harvest. B.  Sun and Rain.
C.  Earth and Wind. D.  Mice and Vermin.

Mesopotamia and Sumer (cont.)
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Mesopotamia and Sumer Answers 

  1. D. Slapped until he cried. Mesopotamians had several important festivals during the 
year. Over a period of time, many of these festivals were merged into one New Year’s 
celebration that lasted 11 days. This celebration happened during the spring equinox, 
which occurs about March 21st. There were ceremonies and sacrifices. On the fifth 
day, the king was humiliated by having a priest take his royal clothes away from him, 
pull his ears, and slap him in the face until he cried. The purpose of the ceremony was 
to remind everyone that the king was a mortal and that he, too, was a servant of the 
gods. 

  2. B.  Big brother. 
  3. B.  School father.
  4. A. Farmer’s almanac. Somewhere between 5000 

and 4000 b.c., the first farmer’s almanac was 
written by a Sumerian teacher. This farmer’s 
book explained the annual flooding of the fields, 
how to plant crops, how to care for them, and 
how to harvest them. It also taught how to raise 
animals. 

  5. A. Flush toilets. Mesopotamian towns had clay 
pipes used for drainage. 

  6. B. Eat garlic, or a scorpion will sting you.” 
  7. C. Had statues pray for them. Mesopotamians 

prayed to the gods and asked for long and pros-
perous lives. Ordinary people were not allowed 
to go inside the temples, and those who were 
wealthy did not have the time to spend praying; 
so some people would hire an artist to make a 
stone statue of a Sumerian praying. The statue 
was to pray for the person for whom the statue was made.  

  8. B. Under the floor of his or her house. Or they were sometimes buried near a family 
shrine often located behind the house. When a Sumerian king died, all the members of 
his household, which included the ladies of the court, guards, musicians, and soldiers, 
would take poison and be buried with him. They did this so they could serve the king 
in the afterlife.

  9. D.  Studying the shells of turtles. Mesopotamians felt that their lives were completely 
controlled by the gods. They tried many methods to determine the fate the gods had in 
mind for them. Mesopotamians believed that diviners could tell the future by studying 
the weather, the stars and the planets, the flight of birds, or the entrails of sacrificial 
animals. Mesopotamians also believed that if a person learned of the bad fate in store 
for them, they could change the future by performing certain rituals or by trying to fool 
fate. For example, if a fortuneteller said that a king was going to die, a substitute king 
would be crowned and allowed to rule for a certain length of time. Then the substitute 
would be killed and buried, so the prophesy could be fulfilled. Afterwards, the real king 

Mesopotamia and Sumer Answers
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could be restored to his throne and live a long life. On one occasion, however, it did not 
work out as planned. A fortuneteller had predicted that the king was going to die, so 
the king had his gardener crowned as king. He planned to kill the gardener later and 
then be restored to the throne. However, while the gardener was king, the real king 
happened to die. So, the gardener ruled for the next 24 years.  

10. C. Clay. 
11. D. Not to be buried. If he were not buried, it was thought that he became an evil spirit 

and haunted his relatives. 
12. C. Did not have doors. Wood was so valuable that those who owned anything made of 

wood considered it a valuable asset. Many houses did not have doors, and those with 
doors did not consider them as part of the property. If the house was sold, the door 
was sold separately or was taken by the seller to his new home. Most homes in ancient 
Sumeria included a small family tomb. Next to the tomb was a chapel. 

13. A. A slave washed his feet.
14. B.  Beer. The Mesopotamians produced 19 different types of beer.  
15. C. The Moon god.
16. A.  Take property from his slave. A father was the head of the household and master of 

the house. If his wife did not bear children, he was allowed to divorce her. It was even 
possible for him to sell his wife and children into slavery. Children were sometimes sold 
into slavery in order to pay the debts of the parents. Slaves in ancient Sumeria were 
treated better than slaves were in other civilizations. They were considered a valuable 
part of the community. While slavery was not a good life, slaves did enjoy some legal 
rights. They could borrow money, engage in business activities, and even buy their 
freedom. If a free man married a slave, their children would be considered free. Slave 
families were never separated, unless the members of the slave family gave their con-
sent. If a male slave was sold, his wife and children were sold along with him. If a slave 
was not married, a master might buy him a female slave to marry. A slave could own 
property and was able to farm and to even own a house. His master could not take 
these things away from him. In the country, when a farmer sold a farm, the slaves were 
included in the sale. The slaves were considered property and part of the farm. 

17. C. Rub their faces with stones. Sumerians wore very heavy makeup. Men and women 
alike used eyeliner and eyeshadow. They darkened their eyebrows and eyelashes. 
Some kings even wore false beards to make them look more distinguished. They often 
smoothed their faces with pumice stones. Pumice stones are a kind of a volcanic glass; 
it was lightweight and was used to smooth and polish. Sumerians also curled their hair 
and doused it with perfume. They took perfumed baths. They painted their faces with 
white lead and their lips and cheeks with red henna. Red henna was also applied to 
their fingernails and the palms of their hands. 

18.  D. Mice and Vermin. The purpose of a prayer was to prevent these animals from destroy-
ing the crops. 

Mesopotamia and Sumer Answers (cont.)
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Name:  Date: 

Egyptian Life

A civilization began in Egypt on the banks of the Nile River over 5,000 years ago. This 
civilization, along with Mesopotamia, India, and China, was one of the earliest and most impor-
tant civilizations. Its form of writing, hieroglyphics; its art; and other features of its culture were 
adopted by other ancient kingdoms and civilizations. The ancient Egyptians’ influence extended 
centuries after Egypt ceased to be a great civilization.

Circle the letter of the answer(s) you believe correctly completes each statement.

  1. Which of the following were not traditional hunting weapons used by ancient Egyptians?
A.  Boomerangs B. Bows and arrows
C. Traps D.  Razors

  2. In order to cure a sick baby, a mother would sometimes: 
A. Eat a mouse. B.  Beat herself.    
C. Bathe the child in water from the Nile. D. Feed the child hippopotamus fat.

  3. When Egyptians hunted crocodiles, they would: 
A. Catch them with baited hooks. B.  Catch them with nets.
C. Kill them as they slept. D. Throw them poisoned fish.

  4. During harvest time, landowners would often hire:
A. A rain dancer. B. Musicians . 
C. Wagons and carts. D.  Priests.

  5. The bread made by the Egyptians caused:
A. Cancer. B.  People to lose their teeth.
C. Hallucinations. D. Blindness.

 
  6. Upper Egypt was in the: 

A. North. B.  South.      
C. East. D. West.

  7.  Which of the following were not used to move people and goods in ancient Egypt?
A. Donkeys B. Horses      
C. Camels D. Sleds

  8. Egyptian men would wear loincloths or:
A. Short shorts. B.  Dresses.
C. Serapes. D.  Kilts.

  9. When an ancient Egyptian went to a banquet, the host might place a cone containing 
animal fat mixed with perfume:
A.  On the head of the guest. B. On the table.     
C. On his dinner plate. D.  In the guest’s hands.

Egyptian Life
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Egyptian Life (cont.)

10. Eye paint was used by men as well as women. The purpose of the eye paint was not only 
to enhance the eyes and improve the appearance of the person wearing it, but it also: 
A. Kept away the flies. B. Kept them cool.
C. Revealed their occupation. D. Showed if they were married or single.

11. Which of the following cosmetics did the Egyptians not have?
A.  Dandruff remover B.   Lotions to cure baldness 
C. Hair dyes D.  Anti-wrinkle creams

12.  In most Egyptian homes, there was a small altar or shrine for worshiping the gods. One of 
the gods that protected women who were having babies and raising children was a: 
A. Beautiful woman. B. Pregnant hippopotamus.
C. White cat. D. God named “Guy No Cologist.”

13. Many professional musicians were: 
A.  Aristocrats. B. Blind.
C. Soldiers. D. Slaves.

14. Which of the following medical procedures or practices was not used by the ancient Egyp-
tians?
A. Cosmetic surgery B.  Sterilizing surgical instruments  
C. Brain surgery D. Open-heart surgery

15. The Egyptians considered the temple as a place where:
A.  Baptisms took place. B.  Worship services were held.
C.  The gods lived. D. All of the above.

16.  When Egyptians went to the temple gates to pray, they sometimes propped a slab of stone 
against the wall. On the stone were: 
A. Written prayers. B.  Recipes for soup.
C. Pictures of the god. D. Pictures of ears.

17. At a location called , the Egyptians worshipped . 
A. Sunni-dee, the Sun god B. Thebes, the Nile
C. Crocodilopolis, the crocodile god D. Memphis, King Presley 

18. After the flood had receded and farmers were able to work their land, they would sow their 
seed and then: 
A. Bury a dead fish in the ground. B. Allow pigs to run over the field.
C. Have a priest bless the land. D. Sacrifice a lamb.

19.  Anyone who wore colored clothing in ancient Egypt was probably a:
A. Foreigner. B. Nobleman.
C. Priest. D. Politician.

Egyptian Life



Amazing Facts in World History

CD-1584  © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 9

Name:  Date: 

Egyptian Life (cont.)

20. When Egyptian houses became old and began to fall apart, the bricks were often used:
A. To build a new house. B. To build a shrine.
C. To build a sidewalk. D. For fertilizer.

21.  A person considered it an honor to kiss the king’s foot, while others would: 
A. Kiss his ring. B. Kiss the ground in front of the king.
C. Bow in his presence. D. Name their children after him.

22. In ancient Egypt, almost one-third of the days were: 
A. Holy days. B. Spent working for the king.
C. Spent in prayer. D. Spent working on the pyramids.

23.  Egyptians may have been the first society to compile a: 
A. Cookbook. B. Medical text.
C. Dictionary. D. Camel train schedule.

24. Farmers needed to protect their crops from cattle, birds, and: 
A.  Wild pigs. B.  Shuttlecocks.
C. The king’s army. D. Hippopotami.

25. When a doctor was unable to heal the patient with traditional types of medicine, he might 
use magic because it was thought that some diseases were caused by dead spirits. If the 
doctor thought that a specific dead person was causing the illness, then the doctor might: 
A. Attack the dead person’s tomb. B. Make an offering to the dead person.
C. Pray to the dead person. D. Threaten a relative of the dead person.

26. An Egyptian soldier wore a: 
A. Coat of armor. B. Suit of heavy leather.
C. Coat made from a young goat. D. Short skirt made of linen.

27. Slaves in ancient Egypt had many different names. Which of the following was not the 
name for a slave?
A. Listeners B. Cupbears
C. Know-nothings D. Followers

28.  Workers in stone quarries would split rock by: 
A. Using iron chisels. B. Using fire and water.
C. Dropping them from cliffs. D. Using a huge guillotine. 

29.  About 1500 b.c., Egyptian women:
A. Dyed their hair. B. Braided their hair.
C. Combed their hair over their eyes. D. Polished their heads.

Egyptian Life
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Egyptian Life Answers

  1. D.  Razors. Ancient Egyptian hunters used bows and arrows, as well as spears and nets 
to catch wild animals. They would use traps for birds, turtles, and hares. Strangely 
enough, they would also hunt with a boomerang. The boomerang was introduced into 
Egypt from Nubia and central Africa.

  2. A. Eat a mouse.
  3. A. Catch them with baited hooks. They would bait a hook with pork and throw it out into 

the middle of a river. Then they would beat a live pig, and when the crocodile heard the 
pig squeal, it would think that a pig had fallen into the river and take the bait. The men 
would then haul the crocodile out of the water and slap mud into its eyes. Since the 
crocodile could not see, it could be killed very easily. They would also hunt crocodiles 
with spears. 

  4. B. Musicians. Musicians would play flutes in order to keep the peasants entertained while 
they harvested the grain.  

  5. B.  People to lose their teeth. Grains were the most important crops of the ancient Egyp-
tians. With the wheat they grew, they were able to make about forty different kinds of 
breads, cakes, and other pastries. One of their biggest challenges, however, was to 
grind the grain into flour. This was a task assigned to women, who would grind the grain 
using stones. The grinding was done outside, and small bits of stone, dirt, and other 
objects became mixed with the flour. Over time, these foreign objects in the bread would 
cause the Egyptians to wear away their teeth and cause infections and other dental 
problems.

  6. B. South.
  7. C. Camels. Donkeys were the beasts of burden in ancient Egypt. While the Egyptians had 

horses, they were very expensive and mainly used to pull chariots. Sleds, sometimes 
called sledges, had been used since prehistoric times. Camels, which are often thought 
of as the beasts of burden in the East, had not yet been domesticated at the time of 
the ancient Egyptians. 

  8. D.  Kilts. In early Egypt, women wore simple, straight dresses while men wore kilts and 
loincloths. A man would work only in a loincloth or nothing. Children very often would 
not wear any clothing. 

  9. A.  On the head of the guest. Ancient Egyptians were very concerned about their ap-
pearance. They used many different types of oils, cleansing creams, and perfumes to 
protect their skin, improve their appearance, and combat body odors. When an ancient 
Egyptian went to a banquet, the host might place a cone that contained animal fat mixed 
with perfume on the head of the guest. As the animal fat melted and ran down the face 
and the back of the guest, it not only cooled the guest, it made him smell better.  

10. A. Kept away the flies. Lead ore was used as a mascara or to make eye makeup. Lip-
stick was made of iron oxides, and a blush was put on the cheeks. The eyebrows were 
plucked. Nails were painted; sometimes the palms of their hands and the soles of the 
feet were even painted.  

11. They had them all. In addition, there were lotions to prevent hair loss. Of course that 
doesn’t mean they all worked.

Egyptian Life Answers
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12. B. Pregnant hippopotamus.
13. B. Blind. While those of royal blood would often learn to play musical instruments and 

learn to sing, professional musicians were hired to play at parties and at festivals. Since 
music was not written down as it is today, becoming a musician was something a blind 
person could do and still earn a living.  

14. D. Open-heart surgery. The ancient Egyptians had a fairly accurate knowledge of the 
human body and how the organs worked because of their practice of preparing mum-
mies. There were aware, for example, that if one side of the brain was injured, it would 
affect the workings of the opposite side of the body. There is some evidence that ancient 
Egyptians even practiced a rudimentary type of brain surgery. They also used some 
types of sedatives so a patient would not be in pain during surgery. While we are not 
sure of the type of sedatives used, it could have been opium or alcohol. The Egyptians 
attached a lot of ritual to their surgery. They would purify the instruments and them-
selves by washing themselves and by putting the surgical instruments in a fire before 
the operation. While these were done for religious reasons, both of these practices 
probably help cut down infection following surgery. 

   When a patient came to a doctor, the doctor would first examine him very carefully. 
He would touch the patient, smell the patient, and then look him over. Then he would 
ask the patient many questions about his illness or injury. If he thought that he could 
cure the patient, he would say, “An ailment I will treat.” If the doctor was uncertain if 
he could cure the patient, he would say, “An ailment with which I will contend.” Unfor-
tunately, there were times when the doctor knew that he would be unable to cure the 
patient. When this occurred, he would say, “An ailment not to be treated.” Doctors would 
take notes of their treatments, the medicines they used, and how well they worked. 
They would use these notes when they treated other patients in the future. Some of the 
medicines the Egyptian doctors used were found to be very sound herbal treatments 
and worked remarkably well. On the other hand, some of the medicines they made 
were bizarre and, in some cases, even disgusting. The ingredients of some medicines 
included beetles, dung, and mice. 

15. C.  The gods lived. When a person sees or hears the word, “temple,” there is a tendency 
to compare it to a modern-day church, synagogue or mosque. However, an Egyptian 
temple was not a place to hold worship services. The Egyptians considered the temple 
as a place where a god or goddess lived when he or she was on earth. Ordinary Egyp-
tians were usually not allowed inside the temples to see the statues of the gods and 
goddesses. If a citizen wanted to pray to a god, he or she would go to the temple gate. 
Each temple generally had a priest and sometimes deputy priests. There were also 
priestesses who sang hymns. Sometimes there were professional musicians, singers, 
and dancers. The staff often included cooks, butchers, bakers, and brewers, who pre-
pared food to offer to the gods. There were maintenance men, cleaners, and slaves to 
maintain the temple. 

16. D. Pictures of ears. The stone was considered an offering to the god, but it was also a 
plea for the god to listen to the man’s prayers. 

Egyptian Life Answers (cont.)
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17. C. Crocodilopolis, the crocodile god. In ancient Egypt, every town had its own god. 
This god would not be known or worshiped by people living in other towns but only by 
the people living in this particular town. Egyptians worshipped snakes, cats, cows, and 
even crocodiles. There was a whole group of people who worshipped the crocodile god 
at a place called Crocodilopolis. At Crocodilopolis, there was a crocodile. The priests 
would bring him gifts of bread, meat, and wine as he was lying on the bank. They would 
secure him so that he could not hurt them. Then they would pry his mouth open and 
force the bread, meat, and wine down his mouth. The priests would then retreat, and 
the crocodile would run away. 

18. B. Allow pigs to run over the field. The pigs would force the seed into the ground. 
19. A. Foreigner. Egyptians generally wore white clothing in order to keep cool. The light 

color would reflect the sunlight, while dark clothing absorbed the heat. Since almost 
everyone wore white clothing in ancient Egypt, anyone who wore colored clothing was 
probably a foreigner. 

20.  D. For fertilizer. Egyptian houses were made from wood, mud, and reeds. The mud 
bricks were often made from the rich silt that was the result of the flooding each spring. 
Because this mud was rich in nutrients, Egyptian farmers would often dismantle old 
homes that were falling apart and use the mud bricks for fertilizer.

21. B. Kiss the ground in front of the king.
22. A. Holy days.
23. B. Medical text. Egyptians who became doctors learned from experienced doctors. They 

actually kept track of the patients they treated and how successful the medicine and 
treatments were. In this way, they could use their experiences to treat future patients. 
As their knowledge of medicine increased, their notes were compiled into a document 
that is now known as the Edwin Smith Papyrus. This document gives the treatment and 
care of 48 different injuries. 

24. D. Hippopotami. 
25. A. Attack the dead person’s tomb. By attacking and destroying the tomb of the evil spirit 

causing the illness, it was thought that the spirit would be released. 
26. D. Short skirt made of linen. 
27. C. Know-nothings. Slaves were often named after the tasks they performed. They were 

sometimes called listeners, because they listened to and obeyed orders. They were 
also called followers or cupbears.

28.  B. Using fire and water. The workers placed wedges of wood into the cracks and then 
doused the wood with water, making the wedges swell, thereby cracking the rock. 
Sometimes, they would set fires inside the cracks or rocks and then douse the fires 
with cold water. The sudden change in temperature of the rock from hot to cold would 
cause the rock to split.

29. D. Polished their heads. A shaved head was the fashion and considered beautiful. Egyp-
tian women plucked every hair from their heads and polished their scalps. Priests in 
Egyptian temples also plucked every hair from their bodies, including their eyebrows 
and eyelashes.

Egyptian Life Answers (cont.)
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Name:  Date: 

The Egyptian Way of Death

Mummies are dead humans or animals that have been preserved. Mummies have been 
found in many different countries. In some cases, those burying the dead intentionally tried to 
preserve the bodies by mummifying them. In other cases, the environment has preserved the 
bodies. Frozen mummies have been found in Greenland, Peru, Alaska, and Chile. Mummies 
have also been found in a peat bog in Europe. It was determined that the chemicals in the bog 
preserved the bodies.

When we think of mummies, we generally think about Egypt, but it wasn’t the first civili-
zation to make mummies. It is believed that the Chinchorros of South America may have been 
the first group of people to intentionally mummify their dead. Scientists have estimated that 
some of the Chinchorros mummies are over 7,000 years old. The oldest mummy ever found 
was discovered in a cave in Nevada. It is over 9,000 years old. 

In ancient Egypt, millions of people, animals, and even insects were mum-
mified. The more important the deceased had been in life determined how he or 
she was treated after death. A king or aristocrat was embalmed. His body was 
smeared with different ointments and was eventually wrapped with linen strips. 
Peasants were often simply buried in the desert. In either case, the dry climate 
took the moisture out of the body, and the body became a mummy. 

Circle the letter of the answer you believe correctly completes each statement.

  1. A bronze disc, which carried a spell, was placed under a mummy’s head: 
A.  To ward off evil spirits. B. As an offering to the gods.
C.  As a bribe for grave robbers. D. To keep it warm.

  2. Mummies were buried facing east, so they:
A.  Could see the sun rise. B.  Would face the Nile.
C. Would face the Sphinx. D. Were protected from desert winds.

  3. When a pet cat died, a family might: 
A. Shave their eyebrows. B.  Offer the cat as a gift to the gods.  
C. Have the cat stuffed. D. Eat it.

  4. Eyes were sometimes painted on the side of the coffin: 
A. To signify royalty. B. So the mummy could see outside.
C. As a decoration. D.  To scare grave robbers.

  5. During the nineteenth century, mummy heads were: 
A.  Thought to be sacred. B.  Declared a national treasure.
C. Used to make marionettes. D. Souvenirs and displayed in homes.

  6. Ancient Egyptians thought that intelligence was in:
A. The heart. B.  The brain. 
C. Eye of the beholder. D. The spleen. 

The Egyptian Way of Death
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Name:  Date: 

  7. Some tombs contained: 
A.  Ostrich mummies. B. Potato mummies.
C. Corn mummies. D. Soccer mummies.

  8. As far as is known, which of the following have mummies not been used for? 
A. Medicine B.  Paint      
C. Amulets D.  Fuel 

  9. In ancient Egypt, a human’s life span was: 
A. 9 years. B. 29 years.
C. 39 years. D. 49 years.

10. A popular event in Victorian England was:
A. Mummy burnings. B. Unwrapping mummies.
C. Mummifying animals. D. Actors reading the “Book of the Dead.” 
  

11. The Egyptians had: 
A.  Pet cemeteries. B.  Athletic contests at funerals.
C. Cremation Sundays. D. An atlas of the underworld.

12.  When a mummy was dried out, it would shrink. In order to prevent the body from shrinking, 
it was sometimes filled with  or linen.
A. Papyrus B.  Fur 
C. Sawdust D.  Palm leaves

13. Who built the pyramids? 
A.  Hired workers B. Volunteers     
C.  Slaves D.  Priests 

14. The sarcophagus of the last Egyptian pharaoh was taken to Alexandria where the 
Greeks:  
A. Used it as a bathtub. B.  Sailed it down the Nile.    
C. Used it as a bed for Nero. D. Displayed it in the Acropolis.

15. The workers who took the dead bodies and turned them into mummies were called: 
A.  Embalmers. B.  Undertakers.
C.  Death surgeons. D. Transitioners.

16. The workers who took the dead bodies and turned them into mummies would work on the 
bodies in a place they called the: 
A. Grand temple. B.  House of the dead.
C. House of Styx. D. Beautiful house.
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17. Pyramids had everything that a king might need in his afterlife. Which of the following has 
not been found in a pyramid?
A. Food and drink B.  Toilet
C. Eye makeup D. Live slaves

18. Pharaohs were often buried with a book of the dead that was called: 
A. Destiny. B.  Sleep, Sleep.
C. Death Be Not Proud. D. The Book of the Divine Cow.

19. During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Egyptian mummies were dug up and sold: 
A. By the ton. B.  Illegally.
C. To medical schools. D. For Halloween decorations.

20. How long did it take to make a mummy?
A. Seven hours B.  Seven days
C. Seven weeks D. Seventy days

21. When a man died in ancient Egypt, the women in his family would: 
A. Celebrate. B.  Arrange a marriage for his widow.
C. Smear their faces with mud. D. Dress in yellow.
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  1 D.  Keep it warm. 
  2. A.  Could see the sun rise.
  3. A. Shave their eyebrows. Cats were sacred, and anyone who killed a cat could be put to 

death. When a pet cat died, it was mummified, placed in a coffin, and buried. The family 
might shave their eyebrows (not the cat’s eyebrows, their own) as a way to honor its 
pet. In the nineteenth century, about 300,000 cat mummies found in tombs were taken 
to England, where they were used as fertilizer in gardens. 

  4. B. So the mummy could see outside. 
  5. D. Souvenirs and displayed in homes. 
  6. A. The heart. Egyptians did not understand the importance of the brain. They felt that the 

heart controlled feelings, thoughts, and everything else. When preparing the mummy, 
the embalmers removed the brain but left the heart. It was important that the heart be 
left inside the body, since they believed that the heart contained a record of the good 
and bad deeds of the person who had died. According to their religion, Anubis, who 
was the protector of mummies, would take the heart of the deceased person and put 
it on a scale. On the other side of the scale was a feather worn in a headdress of a 
goddess. If the heart balanced perfectly with the feather, the person’s soul received 
eternal life. Those whose hearts did not balance had their hearts thrown to Ammit, a 
monster known as the “Devourer of the Dead.”

  7. C. Corn mummies. Corn mummies looked like real mummies, but inside the wrapped 
linen were grains of corn. A corn mummy had a mask of Osiris. The purpose of the 
corn mummy was to help the spirit of the deceased join Osiris in the afterlife.

  8. C. Amulets. Over the years, people have used mummies for many different purposes. 
One strange use for mummies was as a medicine. From the Middle Ages until the 
seventeenth century, Egyptian mummies were ground up and mixed with other ingre-
dients to cure sick people. People felt that mummies could cure all sorts of diseases 
and injuries, including poisoning and broken bones. A French king once took a mixture 
of ground-up mummy and other ingredients in order to heal a wound; as a result, he 
became very sick. Ground-up mummies were also used to make a brown paint for 
artists. In the sixteenth century, Egyptians would sometimes burn mummies as fuel. 
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Egyptian mummies were purchased by 
papermaking factories. The bandages that were used to wrap the Egyptian mummies 
were used to make paper. The bandages did not make a good, high-quality paper for 
stationery but were used to make a coarse brown paper often used in grocery stores 
or by butchers to wrap meat. An epidemic of cholera, which was a very serious and 
sometimes deadly disease, resulted. 

  9. B. 29 years. This is an average. Since there was a high infant mortality rate, which means 
many children died of accidents and diseases, this brought down the average life ex-
pectancy. In fact, if a person survived childhood and became an adult, he or she might 
expect to live to be around 50 years old. 

10. B. Unwrapping mummies. Tickets were sold and people would come to see a doctor 
unwrap a mummy. Refreshments were even served.  
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11. A.  Pet cemeteries. Animals were identified with certain gods and were often mummified 
and buried in what today we would call “pet cemeteries.” They were also buried in tombs 
with humans. Egyptians believed that animals acted as messengers to the gods. Mum-
mies of bulls, baboons, birds, cats, jackals, calves, and crocodiles have been found. 

12. C. Sawdust.
13. A.  Hired workers. For many years people thought that tombs for royal families were built 

by slaves. This is not true. Royal families hired the best and most respected builders to 
build their tombs. Tomb-builders were very well paid and had good working conditions. 
In fact, the world’s first recorded labor strike occurred in ancient Egypt by tomb-builders 
who were not paid on time. They wouldn’t work and kept shouting, “We are hungry!”  

14. A. Used it as a bathtub.
15. A.  Embalmers. 
16. D. Beautiful house.
17. D. Live slaves. They would have died thousands of years ago! In addition to food,  toys, 

musicians with their instruments, women, eye makeup, and toilets, there were small 
model boats to carry the deceased to the kingdom of Osiris. 

18. D. The Book of the Divine Cow. 
19. A. By the ton. They were sometimes sold by the graveyard.
20. D. Seventy days. First they removed the internal organs and put them in jars. The body 

was washed in palm wine and covered with natron, a salt, that absorbed the moisture. 
Forty days later, the body was rubbed with oils, and repacked with sawdust and linen 
and was then wrapped with linen bandages with charms between the strips. The mummy 
was then placed in a case.

21. C. Smear their faces with mud. They would smear their heads and faces with mud and 
go through the city beating themselves and ripping off their clothes. When Egyptians 
left the country, they would take a small, stone model of themselves. If they died before 
they returned, these models would be sent back to Egypt for burial.
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