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4

  ________  Offers insightful reasoning and strong evidence of critical thinking

  ________  Makes valid, nontrivial inferences based on evidence in the text

  ________  Skillfully supports answers with relevant details from the text 

  ________  Gives answers that indicate a complete understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are easy to understand, clear, and concise

  ________  Uses conventions, spelling, and grammar correctly

3

  ________  Offers sufficient reasoning and evidence of critical thinking

  ________  Makes inferences based on evidence in the text

  ________  Supports answers with details from the text

  ________  Gives answers that indicate a good understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are easy to understand

  ________  Uses conventions, spelling, and grammar correctly most of the time

2

 
 
________  Demonstrates some evidence of critical thinking

  ________   Makes incorrect inferences or does not base inferences on 
evidence in the text

  ________  Attempts to support answers with information from the text

  ________  Gives answers that indicate an incomplete understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are understandable but lack focus

  ________  Gives answers containing several errors in conventions, spelling,
and grammar
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  ________  Demonstrates limited or no evidence of critical thinking

  ________  Makes no inferences

  ________  Does not support answers with details from the text

  ________  Gives answers that indicate little to no understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are difficult to understand

  ________  Gives answers with many errors in conventions, spelling, and grammar

Read  Then, answer the questions 

 1.   In paragraph 3, the author says, “A slight breeze tickles the curtains ” What type 
of figurative language is this? What does it mean? 

 2. At the end of the passage, what is the narrator wishing for? How do you know? 

 3.   How does the narrator feel throughout the text? 

 Ref lect

Underline the examples of figurative language in the text  How might this story be 
different if the author did not use figurative language?  

Night Noises
 It is four o’clock in the morning  It is one of the few times when not-so-sleepyheads 
take the time to absorb the underlying sounds floating through dream-laden star 
scapes  It starts with a toss or a turn, a cough or a wheeze—some unidentified sound 
nudges me awake  Softly echoing at the base of my brain is the incessant chirp of a 
far-off cricket, strumming its children to sleep under a moist, brown blanket of leaves  
The humming buzz of cicadas tickles my ears 

 Aaaa       CHOO! It is enough to blow away any quiet-hour sounds  A cannon-
shot nose blow continues my seven-hour viral war  The advertised soft tissue feels like 
sandpaper against my battle-torn nose  The lukewarm water left at my bedside soothes 
the screaming cells lining my aching throat 

 A slight breeze tickles the curtains and plays with the maple leaves outside my 
window  It gently strokes my heated forehead and draws my burning eyes toward 
the soothing darkness  I drift between peaceful dreamland and the onslaught of a 
dripping nose and viral nasties tapping behind my tired eyes 

 At sunup, a mourning dove whispers, asking if anyone else is awake  Another 
mourning dove sleepily answers, wondering who gave the wake-up call  I bury my 
head under my pillow, desperately searching for one last note from the stars 
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.   What does cautious mean? Why do you think the narrator was cautious when 
she offered the bird a crumb? 

 2.   How does the author organize each stanza of the poem? How do the stanzas fit 
together to tell a story?

 3. Summarize the poem in your own words  

 Ref lect
How might this poem, especially stanza 4, be different if the narrator was the bird? 

A Bird Came down the Walk—
He did not know I saw—
He bit an angle-worm in halves
And ate the fellow, raw,

And then he drank a Dew
From a convenient Grass,
And then hopped sidewise to the Wall
To let a Beetle pass—

He glanced with rapid eyes
That hurried all abroad—
They looked like frightened Beads, I thought—
He stirred his Velvet Head 

Like one in danger, Cautious,
I offered him a Crumb,
And he unrolled his feathers
And rowed him softer home—

Than Oars divide the Ocean,
Too silver for a seam—
Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon,
Leap, splashless as they swim 

328
by Emily Dickinson
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Read  Then, answer the questions on page 8 

Like one in danger, Cautious,
I offered him a Crumb,
And he unrolled his feathers
And rowed him softer home—

Than Oars divide the Ocean,
Too silver for a seam—
Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon,
Leap, splashless as they swim 

The White Heron
by Sarah Orne Jewett (adapted)

 Half a mile from Shelby’s home, at the edge of the woods, stood a great pine tree  
The tree was a landmark that could be seen from many miles away  Shelby had always 
believed that anyone who climbed to the top of the tree would be able to see the 
ocean and maybe all of the world  The little girl had often laid her hand on the tree’s 
great trunk and looked up at the dark boughs  She wondered if, by climbing the tree, 
she could discover where the white heron flew and find its hidden nest  She decided 
that she would try 

 The windows of the little house were open all night, and the whip-poor-wills sang 
outside Shelby’s room  Everyone else was asleep, but Shelby’s plan kept her awake  The 
short summer night seemed as long as the winter darkness  At last, she crept out of the 
house and followed the path through the woods  A sleepy bird chirped nearby  

 Finally, she came to the huge tree asleep in the moonlight  Small and hopeful, 
Shelby bravely climbed  Her bare feet and fingers pinched and held like bird claws 
to the tree  The tree seemed to reach farther and farther upward as she climbed, but 
Shelby felt her way easily  

 Shelby’s face was like a pale star as she stood 
in the treetop  Yes, there was the sea, glinting with 
the golden dazzle of the sunrise  Toward the east 
flew two hawks  Their gray feathers were as soft as 
moths; they seemed only a little way from the tree  
Westward, the  woodlands and farms reached for 
miles into the distance, and here and there were 
church steeples and white villages  Truly, it was a 
huge and awesome world  

 The birds sang louder, and at last, the sun 
came up bewilderingly bright  Shelby could see 
the white sails of ships at sea  The clouds that 
had been purple, rose, and yellow began to fade  
Shelby began to look for the white heron’s nest 
from her perch in the magnificent tree  

 Shelby looked toward the green marsh  There, 
she saw a white spot, like a single floating feather, 
rise and drift toward the pine tree with a sweep 
of wings, an outstretched, slender neck, and a 
crested head  Shelby crouched silently in the 
tree, watching the heron  It perched on a nearby 
branch  It gave a cry to its mate on the nest and 
shook its feathers to welcome the new day 

 Shelby gave a sigh  She knew the bird’s secret now, the wild, light, slender bird that 
floats and wavers and goes back like an arrow to his home in the great green world 
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Read the story on page 7. Then, answer the questions.
 1.   What inferences can you make about Shelby? Use evidence from the text to 

support your inferences. 

 2.  What does the narrator mean when he says, “the short summer night seemed as 
long as the winter darkness”? 

 3.  In the third paragraph the narrator says, “Her bare feet and fingers pinched and 
held like bird claws to the tree.” What kind of figurative language is this? Why do 
you think the author makes this comparison?

 4. What was the secret Shelby discovered at the end of the story? 

 Ref lect
How does Shelby feel about nature? What does the author do throughout the story to let 
you know this? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

 1.  Summarize the story in your own words 

 2.  What can you infer about Jason’s father? Why? 

 3.  Why does Jason like New Year’s Day so much? How do you know?

 Ref lect
How does the author organize the story? How does it help you understand the story?  

 

New Year’s Day
 Early in the morning on January 1, Jason is wide awake  He gets up and takes 
his dog outside for a walk  When he comes in, he gets a glass of juice and watches 
television  Soon, his parents get up, and his dad starts making a special breakfast of 
waffles, eggs, and fresh fruit  Jason knows that taking down the holiday decorations 
is the job of the day, so he gathers boxes from the garage and brings them into the 
house 

 After breakfast, the whole family takes down decorations  Jason’s dad reminds 
Jason and his mom that the college football bowl games will begin at one o’clock in 
the afternoon  Jason and his mom carefully take down all of the decorations in the 
family room  They hand them to Jason’s father, who wraps each one in tissue paper 
and places it in a box for next year  Jason helps his father wrap the decorations while 
his mom travels from room to room collecting the rest of the holiday decorations 

 Soon, everything is packed, and the boxes are stored for next year  The television 
displays spectacular floats and spirited performers as the parade spirals through the 
routes of adoring bystanders  Jason’s mom prepares a traditional lunch of hot dogs, 
chips, and dip  His mom says that it is good luck to eat cabbage on New Year’s Day, so 
they eat sauerkraut with their hot dogs  Jason doesn’t like cabbage, but he takes some 
anyway  They get comfortable in front of the television to watch the football games 

 The day is one big vacation, and Jason loves it  His family is together, there is plenty 
of food, and the college football games are fun to watch  The new year cannot be bad 
if it starts off like this!
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.  How many teams were in the play-offs?

 2. Based on the text, how many games did Alicia play in regular season? 

 3. What does exclusive mean? How do you know? 

 4.  What can you infer about Alicia? Use evidence from the text to support your 
answer 

 Ref lect
Who won first and second place in the championship? How does the chart of Alicia’s 
games help you to answer this question? 

 

Soccer Champions
 Alicia is on the championship soccer team, the Mongooses  Her team had five 
wins, two ties, and one loss in the regular season  Alicia was the team’s primary goalie  
When not playing goalie, she alternated between defense and offense  Alicia was the 
exclusive goalie during play-offs  See the play-off bracket below 

Penguins (2)

Mongooses (4)

Tarantulas (1)

Gibbons (1)

Zebras (0)

Crocodiles (1)

Pythons (3)

Mongooses (2)

Gibbons (0)

Pythons (0)

Cheetahs (1)

Mongooses (3)

Mongooses

Cheetahs (1)
Cheetahs (3)
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 1. What does slumber mean?

 2.  What does the narrator compare the falling snow to? What type of figurative 
language is this? 

 3.  What is the mood of this poem? How do you know?

 Ref lect
How does the author’s word choice help you to see images in your mind as you read 
the poem? Why do you think the author chose these words?

 

Read  Then, answer the questions 
Winter Is a White Owl

by Alisha Golden

The owl’s eyes shine darkly,
As the quiet moon at midnight 
So chillingly cold,
So dark and black 
The snow falls gently,
Like the downy feathers
Of the night watcher 
He floats from tree to limb,
Ever watchful,
In the frosty winter night 
The moon casts her pale light
On the soft snow 
Nature is in silent slumber,
Deeply buried 
Under a blanket of white crystals 
The owl is alone,
Except for the moon 
All is still 
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Read the poems on pages 11 and 12  Then, answer the questions 
Winter Sunrise
By J  P  Wallaker

Rose fingernails push back 
star-sparkled blanket 
Warm toes slide out, 
feel cold morning 
Pink pajama-clad body sits on side of bed, 
shivering, 
standing,
stretching 
Sparkle       
A snow day 

 1. What does the author compare the sunrise to?

 2. Underline an example of alliteration in the poem  How are these words related? 

 3. What does the “star-sparkled blanket” represent in this poem? 

 4. Compare and contrast “Winter Sunrise” to “Winter is a White Owl ” 

 Ref lect
What words does the author use to create imagery in the poem? What do these words 
help you visualize?
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Read  Then, answer the questions on page 14 
Amy’s Swim Meet

 When she got to the pool, Amy hardly recognized the natatorium as the same 
place where she practiced every week  The starting blocks were crowded with judges 
and timers  Banners for the different teams hung from the wall opposite the bleachers  
And, the bleachers were actually filled with people: parents, grandparents, brothers, 
sisters, and a lot of swimmers from different teams  The noise of all of those people and 
the announcer calling warm-up pool assignments was really loud  Amy saw her friend 
Mia and went to find out where the rest of the team was 

 “Look!” Mia exclaimed when she saw Amy  “We’re in the same heat for backstroke 
and breaststroke ” 

 Amy grinned at her friend  “Cool,” she said  “Can I borrow your program to see 
when all of my events are?”

 Amy looked at the program  She was swimming the 50-meter backstroke, the  
50-meter breaststroke, the 100-meter freestyle, and both of the medley and freestyle 
relays  According to the program, she would have only a few minutes between the 
backstroke and breaststroke events  It looked like she would have time to eat lunch 
between her breaststroke and freestyle events, but she would have to swim the relays 
right after her freestyle event  She put down her stuff and went to the warm-up pool to 
swim some laps with Mia 

 Soon after they got out of the warm-up pool, it was time for their backstroke event  
They stepped onto the blocks and waited for the starter to tell them to jump into the 
water and take their marks  Mia started faster than Amy, but Amy caught her at the turn 
and beat her by half of a length  Later, in the breaststroke event, Amy sucked in some 
water and stopped to cough before rallying to finish third behind Mia and another 
teammate 

 After lunch, Amy swam a record for her age group in the 100-meter freestyle  She 
and Mia swam with two other girls from their team and won both relays  By the end  
of the day, Amy was exhausted, but she had earned four first-place finishes and one  
third-place finish  It had been her best performance at a swim meet, and she was 
proud of her effort 
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Read the story on page 13  Then, answer the questions 
 1.  What can you infer about Amy and Mia? How are they alike? How are they 

different? Use evidence from the text to support your answer 

 2.  How does Amy feel about the differences she notices in paragraph 1?

 3. What did the program reveal to Amy?

 4. What is a natatorium? How do you know?

 Ref lect
How might the story be different if it were told from Mia’s point of view? 
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