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  ________  Offers insightful reasoning and strong evidence of critical thinking

  ________  Makes valid, nontrivial inferences based on evidence in the text

  ________  Skillfully supports answers with relevant details from the text 

  ________  Gives answers that indicate a complete understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are easy to understand, clear, and concise

  ________  Uses conventions, spelling, and grammar correctly
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  ________  Offers sufficient reasoning and evidence of critical thinking

  ________  Makes inferences based on evidence in the text

  ________  Supports answers with details from the text

  ________  Gives answers that indicate a good understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are easy to understand

  ________  Uses conventions, spelling, and grammar correctly most of the time
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________  Demonstrates some evidence of critical thinking

  ________   Makes incorrect inferences or does not base inferences on 
evidence in the text

  ________  Attempts to support answers with information from the text

  ________  Gives answers that indicate an incomplete understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are understandable but lack focus

  ________  Gives answers containing several errors in conventions, spelling,
and grammar
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  ________  Demonstrates limited or no evidence of critical thinking

  ________  Makes no inferences

  ________  Does not support answers with details from the text

  ________  Gives answers that indicate little to no understanding of the text

  ________  Gives answers that are difficult to understand

  ________  Gives answers with many errors in conventions, spelling, and grammar

Read  Then, answer the questions 

 1. How are Sarah and Crystal traveling to camp?

 

 2. Sarah says, “This really makes me feel funny ” What is she referring to? How do you  
  know?

 

 3. What does Crystal do to help make Sarah forget about missing her family?

 Ref lect
Sarah’s feelings change from the beginning to the end of the story  Why do you think 
that is? 

 

On Our Way to Camp
 Crystal waved good-bye to her parents and threw her backpack over her shoulder  
She found  her best friend, Sarah, on the bus and sat down next to her  “Camp is going 
to be so much fun,” Sarah said, “but I think I will miss my family ”

 Crystal unzipped her backpack  “Maybe a snack will help you feel better,”  
she said 

 The girls giggled and finished their snack in no time  They 
watched out the window as busy highways became small roads, 
and buildings became lakes  “This really makes me feel funny,” 
Sarah said as she slumped in her seat 

 “I have cards in the pocket of my backpack  Should we 
play?” Crystal asked 

 “OK,” answered Sarah  She beat Crystal twice  By the time 
they had started their third game, Sarah had forgotten all about 
missing her family 
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.  Where does Brandon go to find out if his arm is broken?

 2.  How does the doctor know that Brandon’s arm is broken?

 3.   The doctor tells Brandon not to take any risks  What is a risk? Use details from the 
story to explain your answer 

 Ref lect
Matthew asks Brandon to play tic-tac-toe instead of wall ball at recess  Why? Use details 
from the story to explain your answer  

 

No Broken Friendship
 Matthew and Brandon have been best friends since kindergarten  One day when 
Brandon was playing at Matthew’s house, he jumped from the swing set and landed in 
a strange way  “My arm!” he shouted  One look at Brandon’s arm told Matthew that it 
was broken 

 Brandon’s parents took him to the hospital where the 
doctor x-rayed his arm  The doctor put a blue cast on him 
and told Brandon that his bones would grow back in place  
He also reminded Brandon not to take any risks, such as 
falling or playing too roughly, during the next eight weeks 

 The next day, Brandon took his X-ray to school and told 
the class his story  They had many questions, and Brandon 
answered them as best he could  Matthew asked, “Do you 
want to play tic-tac-toe instead of wall ball at recess today?”

 “Great idea!” Brandon answered  
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Name

Read. Then, answer the questions.

 1.  What is the cause of the rain in the poem? 

 2.  How does the author describe the sound of the rain? 

 3.  Where does the author use rhyming words in the poem? 

 Ref lect
The author uses a certain type of adjective throughout the poem to describe the rain. 
What is it? Use details from the poem to explain your answer. 

 

Pitter-patter, pitter-pat. . .
How I love the rain!

Storm clouds moving in,
The rain is about to begin.
How I love to see the rain!

Tiny sprinkles on my face,
Little droplets playing chase.
How I love to feel the rain!

I open up my mouth so wide,
Letting little drops inside.
How I love to taste the rain!

Tapping on my window,
It is a rhythm that I know.
How I love to hear the rain!

Everything looks so green,
And the fresh air smells so 
clean.
How I love to smell the rain!

Pitter patter, pitter pat. . .
How I love the rain!

The Rain

CD-104831 ATS Reading GR2.indd   7 11/11/14   8:47 AM



© Carson-Dellosa  .  CD-104831  . Applying the Standards:  Evidence-Based Reading8

Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.  What is one of the radical things Nick has planned for the summer? 

 2.   How does Nick feel about the waterslides at the park? What phrase describes 
this? 

 3.  Why will Grandma and Grandpa have to buy a new pan? 

 4.  At the end of the letter Nick writes, “I have to split ” What does he mean? 

 Ref lect
How does Nick feel about being on summer vacation? Use details from the story to 
explain your answer  

 

A Radical Summer
June 5, 2014

Dear Grandma and Grandpa,

 What’s happening? I’m just hanging out  Today is the first day of my summer 
vacation  I have some radical things planned this summer  Later on today, my friend 
Michael is coming over  We’re going to ride our bikes  Tomorrow, I start swimming 
lessons  Mom said that in two weeks we are going to visit you  I can’t wait! Can we 
please go to the park with the waterslides? I had a blast last year when we went 
there  Also, I would like to go fishing  This year, I’m going to catch the biggest fish  You’ll 
have to buy a new pan to cook it in because I don’t think the pans you have are big 
enough  Well, I have to split  Catch you later  

        Love, Nick   
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Name

Read. Then, answer the questions.

 1.  When do the two ants find the two cookies? 

 2.  What problem do the two ants have? 

 3.  How do the two ants disagree on getting the cookies back to their families? 

 Ref lect
What lesson does the second ant learn from the first ant about how she moved the 
cookie?

 

The Ants and the Cookies
 One day, two ants went exploring  They came across two giant cookies 

 “One of these cookies would feed my whole family for a month,” said the second 
little ant  “But, how can such little ants like us carry such big cookies like these?”

 “It seems impossible!” said the first little ant  “But, I must try ”

 So, the first little ant started to tug and pull at one cookie  Suddenly, a tiny piece 
broke off the cookie  She took the piece back to her family  

 “I’m not going to waste my time on such a small piece of cookie  I will find a way to 
take the whole cookie back to my family,” said the second little ant 

 Soon, the first little ant returned  She found the second little ant still pushing the 
other cookie, unable to move it  Again, the first little ant took a small piece of cookie 
back to her family  This went on for most of the day  The first little ant kept moving small 
pieces of cookie until she had moved the entire cookie  The second little ant finally 
became tired of trying to complete a task that seemed too big  She went home with 
nothing    
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.  Based on the story, what does starve mean? 

 2.  How does the mouse react to having only one small seed for food? 

 

 3.  What is the mouse always worried about? 

 Ref lect
What lesson does the reader learn at the end of the story? Use details from the story to 
explain your answer 

 

The Mouse and His Food
 One day, a little mouse sat inside his little house inside a log  “Oh dear,” said the 
mouse  “I have nothing to eat but this small seed  Surely, I will starve ” So, the little mouse 
went out to find some food  

 Soon, the little mouse found two acorns  He took the acorns to his house  “Oh, dear,” 
said the mouse  “I have nothing to eat but a small seed and these two acorns  What if 
rain comes and washes them away? Surely, I will starve ” So, the little mouse went out to 
find more food  

 Soon, he found a corncob and a piece of cheese  He took them to his house  “Oh, 
dear,” said the mouse  “I have nothing to eat but a small seed, these two acorns, this 
corncob, and a piece of cheese  What if wind comes and blows them away? Surely, I 
will starve ” So, the little mouse went out to find more food  

 Soon, he found six walnuts  He took the walnuts to his house  “Oh, dear,” said the 
mouse  “I have nothing to eat but a small seed, these two acorns, this corncob, a piece 
of cheese, and these six walnuts  What if snow comes and freezes them all? Surely, I will 
starve ” So, the little mouse went out to find more food  

 This went on for days  Finally, the mouse had gathered more food than 10 mice 
could eat in a year  Soon, rain, wind, and snow did come  But, none of the food washed 
away  None of the food blew away  And, none of the food froze  But, because the 
mouse could not eat all of the food, the food rotted  
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Name

Read. Then, answer the questions.

 1.  Why are the people of the kingdom not happy at the beginning of the story? 

 2.  Based on the passage, what does frugal mean? 

 3.   How do the townspeople’s feelings change from the beginning to the end of the 
story? Use details from the story to explain your answer  

 Ref lect
Would the story have ended differently if the king had not been frugal? Explain 

 

The Frugal King
 In a kingdom far away lived a frugal king  Each week, the king placed some of his 
kingdom’s food into a large storehouse in the castle  The people of the kingdom were 
not happy  

 “Why does the king take our food and store it away?” asked one of the 
townspeople 

 “I bet that he is taking our food and eating it himself,” accused another 

 “We are starving,” sighed another  “We barely have 
enough to eat ” 

 “All of the people in the kingdom on the other side of 
the land eat until their stomachs almost burst,” shouted 
another  “Our king is cruel to his people ”

 Despite what the townspeople said, the king kept 
taking a portion of the food and storing it away 

 One day, a famine came to the land  It was impossible 
to grow wheat to make bread  It was impossible to feed 
the cows, so there was no milk or cheese, and the famine 
grew worse  The towns people in kingdoms throughout the 
land were hungry  But, the people from the frugal king’s 
kingdom had plenty to eat  The king opened the doors of 
the storehouse and fed his people  The townspeople knew 
that the king’s frugality had saved their lives 
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.  In the first stanza, what living thing “stands straight”? 

 2.  What is one feature the tree and grass have in common? 

 3.  How do the tree and grass make the author feel? How do you know? 

 Ref lect
If it were a different season, how would you change the poem? Explain the changes. 

 

Two
Two living things, blowing in the wind.
One stands straight, the other bends.

One is a strong tree, growing tall.
The other is grass, ever so small.

Both are Mother Nature’s gift.
The tree, you can climb. On the grass, you can sit.

Green is their color, brought on by the spring.
Grass or trees, they both make me sing! 
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Name

Read. Then, answer the questions.

 1.  What equipment do the firefighters used to reach high places? 

 2.  Describe the main topic of the second paragraph. 

 3.  Based on the passage, what does extinguish mean? 

 Ref lect
How does the author feel about the field trip to the fire station? How do you know?

 

The Fire Station
 Today, our class took a field trip to the fire station. First, we met Captain Jeff. He 
showed us the big fire trucks. The fire trucks, or fire engines, have many switches and 
valves. The fire trucks  have many compartments that hold the equipment and tools 
used to fight fires and help in emergencies.

 We saw the large hoses the firefighters use to extinguish, or put out, fires. We saw 
the tall ladders the firefighters climb to reach high places. We saw the uniforms the 
firefighters wear when they fight fires. We got to try on their coats, pants, boots, and hats. 
The clothes firefighters wear are big and heavy. Gavin fell over because of the weight of 
the clothes!

 Then, Captain Jeff showed us where the firefighters live when they are on duty. 
Inside the fire station, are beds, showers, and a kitchen. The firefighters take turns 
cooking meals and shopping for food.

 Suddenly, we heard a loud siren. 
The siren meant that there was an 
emergency. Captain Jeff and the other 
firefighters quickly put on their uniforms, 
jumped on the fire trucks and drove 
away. It was interesting to see the fire 
station and learn about the job of 
a firefighter.
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Read. Then, answer the questions.

Name

 1.  Why did Ma Lien use rocks to scratch on stones or his fingers to draw in wet sand? 

 2.  Based on the story, what does acquire mean? 

  

 3.   What did you learn about Ma Lien’s character from his dream about the special 
paintbrush? 

 4.   How does Ma Lien respond to the king’s orders to paint him a gold mountain and 
a ship? 

 Ref lect
What does Ma Lien learn from his dream? How does this influence what lesson the 
reader learns from the story? 

 

Ma Lien’s Dream
 There once lived a poor Chinese boy named Ma Lien  He worked hard in the rice 
fields, dreaming of the one day he would become a painter  But, Ma Lien did not even 
have a paintbrush  Instead, he used rocks to scratch on stones or his fingers to draw 
pictures in wet sand 

 One night as Ma Lien lay in bed, he dreamed that he had a special paintbrush  
Whatever he painted with it came to life!

 Ma Lien used his special paintbrush to help people  He painted roosters for poor 
families in his village and toys for children 

 A greedy king heard about the special paintbrush  He ordered Ma Lien to paint a 
mountain of gold for him  Ma Lien painted a gold mountain surrounded by a huge  
sea  The king ordered him to paint a ship so that he could sail to the mountain  As the 
king and his men stepped on the ship, Ma Lien painted a storm that sunk the king’s 
ship 

 Ma Lien awoke and went to the rice fields to work  Eventually, he did acquire a 
paintbrush  Although it was not a “special” paintbrush, what he painted with it was 
special  He remembered the dream and always used his talent wisely 
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