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Introduction

Differentiated Solutions for Every Learner
How can you meet the instructional spelling needs of all students? Get students excited about 
spelling! Sometimes, it is not necessary for highly proficient spellers to practice the weekly core 
spelling words. Offer alternative lists of words. Many students need more than just a directive 
to “memorize” a spelling list. Let students play with words, learn about the parts of words, and 
teach others about new words. Expose able spellers to new words and meanings so that they 
can expand their vocabularies, allowing them to use words in meaningful ways.

Most of the activities, games, and worksheets in this book can be used with any spelling list 
and with any type of learner. The activities and games appeal to students with many different 
learning styles, including auditory, visual, and kinesthetic. Set up a spelling center or give each 
student a spelling contract (page 7). Watch your students’ interest in words blossom while you 
are freed from having to create activities for specific lists of spelling words. For spelling-list 
ideas, see the list below and the suggested spelling lists on page 78.

About the Games and Activities
Group Size 

Individual   Partners   Small Groups   Whole Group

This book is organized according to group size. Icons are located in the upper right corner of 
each page. They indicate the best group size for each game and activity in this book. Activities 
or games work best when completed as directed. However, many of the activities and games 
can be adapted for use with different group sizes.

Preparation
Before beginning each game or activity, note the preparation required. For some games and 
activities, students or teachers will need to create game pieces or other materials in advance. 
For some activities, consider creating a sample for students to use as an example.

Ideas for Spelling Lists
Dolch Words and Nouns• 
Fry Instant Words/High-Frequency Words/• 
Sight Words
Homophones• 
Color Words• 
Number Words• 
People Words• 
Animal Names• 

Nature Words• 
Food Words• 
Compound Words• 
Contractions• 
Word Family Words• 
Words Frequently Misspelled in Student • 
Writing
Words from Reading Assignments• 
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Spelling with Success 
Successful spellers systematically apply spelling techniques. No matter the word list used 
or the proficiency level, students benefit from using different strategies for learning spelling 
words. These basic strategies will help students on all levels learn and use spelling words 
successfully. Give each student a copy of the chart on page 6 or enlarge it and display it in 
your classroom until all students have learned the spelling strategies.

Choose a variety of activities to give students a wide range of options to study their spelling 
words, and change monthly or quarterly as needed. Each week, write activities on the board 
and require students to complete three different activities for the week.

Spelling contracts, like the one on page 7, also allow students to make decisions about how to 
study their weekly spelling words. Below are a variety of activities that students can complete.

Spelling Activities for Students
Beginning

Draw a picture. Hide at least 10 words inside.• 
Make flash cards from the spelling words. Have a friend or family member call them out.• 
Write each spelling word. Then, trace each word with three different colorful pens or • 
pencils.

Intermediate 

Draw pictures to show the meanings of at least 10 spelling words.• 
Type the words (all lowercase) on a computer three times each and print. • 
Write spelling words in order from the longest to the shortest word. Then, write spelling • 
words in order from the shortest to the longest word.
Write the spelling words in ABC order.• 
Divide all of the spelling words into syllables.• 

Advanced
Group the spelling words into categories. Group words by number of syllables, number of • 
vowels, rhyming words, action words, etc. Be sure to write how the words are sorted.
Write the spelling words in reverse ABC order. • 
Write five sentences using as many spelling words as possible in each sentence. Underline • 
or write the spelling words with a colorful pen or pencil.
Using the dictionary, find 10 spelling words. For each word, write the page number and the • 
guide words that are at the top of the dictionary page.
Write antonyms for at least 10 spelling words. (An antonym is a word with the opposite • 
meaning.)
Write synonyms for at least 10 spelling words. (A synonym is a word with the same • 
meaning.)
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Spelling Strategies for Students

Say 
the word 

aloud.

Write 
the word 
in the air.

Divide 
the word 
into small 

parts.

See 
the word 
in your 
mind.

Stretch 
out the 

word, saying 
the sounds 

slowly.

Pronounce 
every letter 
in the word.

Chant, 
sing, or 

whisper each 
letter in the 

word.

Look 
for a 

spelling 
pattern or a 

word family in 
the word.

Make 
up a silly 
sentence 

to help you 
remember the 

hard word. 

Think 
of a 

rhyming word 
that is spelled 

the same 
way.
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Weekly Spelling Contract
Choose three activities in a row to make tic-tac-toe. Work on the activities during the week. 
Turn in this signed contract and your completed activities on  ___________________________ .

Spelling Words

Activities

Signatures
Student: ________________________________________________________________________

Parent:  ________________________________________________________________________

1. __________________

4. __________________

7. __________________

10. __________________

13. __________________

2. __________________

5. __________________

8. __________________

11. __________________

14. __________________

3. __________________

6. __________________

9. __________________

12. __________________

15. __________________
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Spelling Assessments 
Assessing students before they begin learning new spelling words is valuable for measuring 
progress. Pretests can also be used to differentiate spelling lists to accommodate all students. 
At the beginning of each week, choose 20 words and arrange them in ascending order of 
difficulty. Begin by calling out words that even the lowest-level students can spell. End with 
words that will challenge even the highest-level students. 

Give each student a copy of the Spelling Pretest/Posttest (page 9). 1. 

Instruct each student to write his best guess for the spelling of each word in Column A.   2. 
Then, read the list of spelling words. 

Instruct students to write the correct spelling of each word in Column B. Students should 3. 
write each word as you spell it. 

Have students compare the columns and highlight or circle the words in Column A that   4. 
do not match those in Column B. The first 15–20 words that each student highlights or   
circles will constitute her spelling list for the week. 

For a posttest at the end of the week, read the words again in the same order. Each   5. 
student should write only his 15–20 assigned words. 

Note: If a student needs help remembering her spelling words, give her a copy of the   6. 
blank posttest and her completed pretest. On the posttest, have her circle the numbers   
of the spelling words that she will be expected to know.



Name: Date:
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Spelling Pretest/Posttest
Column A

1. ____________________________

2. ____________________________

3. ____________________________

4. ____________________________

5. ____________________________

6. ____________________________

7. ____________________________

8. ____________________________

9. ____________________________

10. ____________________________

11. ____________________________

12. ____________________________

13. ____________________________

14. ____________________________

15. ____________________________

16. ____________________________

17. ____________________________

18. ____________________________

19. ____________________________

20. ____________________________

Column B

1. ____________________________

2. ____________________________

3. ____________________________

4. ____________________________

5. ____________________________

6. ____________________________

7. ____________________________

8. ____________________________

9. ____________________________

10. ____________________________

11. ____________________________

12. ____________________________

13. ____________________________

14. ____________________________

15. ____________________________

16. ____________________________

17. ____________________________

18. ____________________________

19. ____________________________

20. ____________________________

1. ____________________________

2. ____________________________

3. ____________________________

1. ____________________________

2. ____________________________

3. ____________________________

Bonus Words
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What’s in a Word?
Students discover the short words that can be made from 
the letters of longer words in this activity.

Preparation 
1. Create activity directions for students.
2. Place paper and pencils on a table.

Directions
1. The student should choose a spelling word with many 

letters and write it at the top of a sheet of paper. 
2. The student should make as many new 

words as possible using the letters of 
the spelling word. Each word that the 
student makes should be three or more 
letters long. 

3. The student should write each new word 
below the spelling word.

4. Continue the activity with several long 
spelling words.

List of the week’s  • 
spelling words

Paper• 

Pencils• 

Materials
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Tongue Twisters
In this activity, students use their creativity to write and illus-
trate tongue twisters that include spelling words.

Preparation 
1. Create activity directions for students.
2. Place the paper, pencils, and markers on a table.

Directions
1.  The student should choose five spelling words.
2. The student should write a tongue twister that includes a spelling word. Almost every word 

in the tongue twister should start with the same letter as the spelling word. 
3.  The student should underline the spelling word in the tongue twister. 
4. Continue the activity with each spelling word.
5.  Each student should illustrate his two favorite tongue twisters on construction paper.

List of the week’s  • 
spelling words

Paper• 

Construction paper• 

Pencils• 

Markers• 

Materials
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Word Formations
This activity helps students discover words that are forms of 
spelling words.

Preparation
1. Create activity directions for students.
2. Place the paper, pencils, and a dictionary on a table.

Directions
1. The student should choose a spelling word and write it 

at the top of a sheet of paper.
2. The student should write as many forms of the 

word as she can think of, including singular, 
plural, noun, verb, adjective, etc. Allow the 
student to search for words in a dictionary  
if needed. 

3. Continue the activity with each spelling word.

List of the week’s  • 
spelling words

Paper • 

Pencils• 

Dictionary• 

Materials




