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Talk Radio

Daily Oral Language: Introduction
Children learn a great deal of vocabulary indirectly. By having conversations with others, especially adults, 
students learn new words. In conversations, children are exposed to new vocabulary and hear the same word 
repeated in several different contexts. This repeated exposure helps students understand the meanings of words.  

Talk Radio
Create a classroom radio station. Ask staff members 
if they would be willing to have students interview 
them. Give adult volunteers copies of the Talk Radio 
reproducible (page 7) to prepare for the interviews. 
Have students be reporters for a classroom radio station, 
WVOC. Explain that the format of the station is talk 
radio, so the focus is talking, not music. Next, give each 
student a copy of the Talk Radio reproducible, read the 
questions, and let students practice asking them. Explain 
how to record interviews and let students practice 
operating the recording device. During a school day, 
send one student at a time to interview an adult. (Or 
send two students—one to record and one to interview.) 
After each interview, check to make sure that the 
next student will not record his interview over another 
student’s interview. After students finish, play the tape 
during independent work time or a school open house.

Pen Pals
Send a note home to caregivers explaining how 
conversations with adults help increase their 
children’s vocabularies. Share that their children 
will be writing letters to adults, such as parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, family friends, or 
school staff members. Ask each family to indicate 
who they prefer to be their child’s adult pen pal. 
Brainstorm with students what they can write 
about in their letters and consider sharing one of 
your own personal letters as a model. Let students 
write letters. When they finish, have them put 
the letters in envelopes and address them. Have 
students deliver letters to school staff members 
or take their letters home to deliver to family 
members and friends. Have students bring the 
responses to class. To reinforce vocabulary, have 
students circle any new words in the letters they 
received. Allow time during the school day for 
students to continue their correspondence.

I  n  d  i  r  e  c  t    I  n  s  t  r  u  c  t  i  o  n    
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Talk Radio

Indirect Instruction

Introduce_yourself,_ask_your_guest_questions,_
and_write_answers_on_the_lines_below.

“I_am_reporting_for_WVOC_talk_radio._I’m_here_with
____________________________________________________________________ _
(Interviewee’s_Name)

I’d_like_to_ask_you_about_your_favorite_things.

1._What_is_your_favorite_book?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

2._What_is_your_favorite_saying_or_quote?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3._What_was_your_favorite_subject_in_school?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4._What_is_your_favorite_animal?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Thank_you_for_your_time._This_is________________________________________ _
for_WVOC_talk_radio._Stay_tuned_for_the_next_interview.”

Name_ __________________________________________
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Poetry Festival

Indirect Instruction 

Listening to Adults Read: Introduction
Reading aloud indirectly teaches children new words, strategies, and ideas. Book discussions and think alouds 
increase the value of listening to adults as they read.

Relay Reading
In relay races, each team member runs a portion of the full 
distance and passes a baton to the next runner. In relay 
reading, a reader passes the book, rather than a baton, to 
let the next reader know it is her turn to read. The variety 
of voices and short segments of text make relay reading fun 
and enjoyable for students, especially those who find reading 
long stories difficult. Choose a new and engaging chapter 
book for students. Send a note home inviting families to 
participate in Relay Reading. Explain that “relay reading” is 
when one person reads a chapter, then another person reads 
the next chapter the following day, and so on. In the note, 
ask different adults to read to their children at home. Adults 
should continue to “hand off” the book until it is finished. 
If finding adult volunteers to participate is difficult, invite 
staff members, such as the principal, assistant principal, 
or media specialist, to be guest readers and complete the 
activity at school. Schedule times for each adult to read. 
Have students review what has already happened in the 
story and predict what will happen next before each 
reading. After each guest reader finishes a chapter, thank 
her for sharing time with the class. Offer several Relay 
Readings throughout the year.

Poetry Festival
Reading poetry is a great way to engage 
children. Poems are often short, have rhythm, 
and can be humorous. Designate a day for the 
festival on which students will read favorite 
poems and listen to special guests read poetry. 
Take students to the library to pick out favorite 
poems that are fairly brief. Work with the 
librarian to offer different choices to students 
and parents. Consider using poetry by Maya 
Angelou, Laura Numeroff, Maurice Sendak, 
Dr. Seuss, Shel Silverstein, and Judith Viorst. 
Schedule time for students to practice reading. 
If students come across unfamiliar words, have 
them look up the words in dictionaries. Give 
each student a copy of the Poetry Festival 
reproducible (page 9) and help students fill in 
the appropriate information on the invitation. 
Send invitations home with students. On the 
day of the festival, decorate the classroom and 
consider offering refreshments. (Before offering 
food to students, get permission and check with 
families about possible food allergies and religious 
and other food preferences.) Have students, 
parents, and other guests read their selected 
poems. Make sure to take breaks so that younger 
audience members can remain attentive.
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Poetry Festival

Indirect Instruction 

Here_Ye,_Here_Ye.
Come_one_and_all
to_our_classroom.
You’ll_have_a_ball!

Both_grown-ups_and_children
will_offer_a_read

of_their_favorite_poems,
their_favorites_indeed!

_
So,_come_to_our_class_Poetry_Fest.

We_cannot_wait!
It_will_be_the_best!

Name_ ___________________________________________

What:_Poetry_Festival
When:_ _________________________________________
Where:__________________________________________
Admission:_Your_favorite_poem
RSVP:____________________________________________
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Indirect Instruction 

Book ClubsExtensive Independent Reading: Introduction
The more children read independently, the more they are exposed to new words. The best readers often have the 
best vocabularies. When reading becomes more frustrating than fun, readers often stop reading. Without reading 
independently, students are exposed to fewer words and reading new texts becomes even more difficult. Making 
independent reading enjoyable and feasible for students is another way to provide indirect vocabulary instruction.

Strike-Five Strategy
Children who read for pleasure are exposed 
to many more vocabulary words than 
students who only do required reading. One 
reason some students do not choose to read 
is that they do not know how to choose 
appropriate books. If a student constantly 
tries to read books that are too difficult 
for him, he will get frustrated and quit. 
When students read independently, they 
should read texts that are fairly easy for 
them. For every 100 words, a student should 
not encounter more than five unknown 
words. Inform students about the “Strike 
Five” rule. Explain that batters in baseball 
games get three tries to swing and hit the 
ball. Each time they swing and miss, it is a 
strike. When a player gets three strikes, he 
is out. Tell students that for books, they get 
five strikes. Encourage students to use the 
“Strike Five” strategy when deciding which 
books to read. Have each student scan two 
paragraphs in a book (approximately 100 
words). Each time a student comes across an 
unknown word, have her make a tally mark 
or hold up one finger. If the student makes 
five or more strikes, the book is “out”—that 
book is too difficult for her. If the student 
has less than five strikes after scanning the 
100 words, the book is “in,” and she can read 
that book successfully. 

Book Clubs
Adult readers usually read for enjoyment and often join book 
clubs to discuss favorite books and socialize. The same is true 
for younger readers. They want to read books that are fun and 
talk to their friends about the books they enjoy. Assign students 
to groups of three or four to form small book club groups. (Note 
that there are advantages and disadvantages to both leveled 
and homogenous groups.) Assign books or take students to the 
library to choose their book club books. Let students know the 
date by which they have to finish reading the books. Allow class 
time for students to read independently and meet to discuss 
their selected books. Let students read their book club books 
at home, as well. When students finish the books, have each 
student complete a Book Clubs reproducible (page 11). Let 
groups meet again to share what they wrote. Consider offering 
book clubs throughout the school year and encourage students 
to form book clubs outside of class. 
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Indirect Instruction 

Book Clubs
Read_your_book_and_answer_the_questions.

Title_________________________________________________________________
Author_______________________________________________________________

_ 1._ Had_you_read_this_book_before?___________________________________

_2._ Who_was_your_favorite_character?_________________________________

_3._ Who_was_your_least_favorite_character?____________________________

_4._ Were_there_any_parts_you_didn’t_understand?_Which_ones?
_ _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _ _________________________________________________________________

_5._ What_was_your_favorite_part_of_the_story?_Why?
_ _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _ _________________________________________________________________
_
_6._ If_you_could_write_a_new_title_for_this_book,_what_would_you_call_it?
_ _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _ _________________________________________________________________

_ 7._ Would_you_recommend_this_book_to_someone_else?_Why_or_why_
not?_____________________________________________________________

_ _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _ _________________________________________________________________ _

Name_ ___________________________________________
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Pre-Reading Strategies: Introduction
When students do not understand vocabulary words in text, this affects comprehension. To help students with 
difficult words, preview difficult words so that they do not have to stop and decode. This section provides strategies 
for understanding unfamiliar words prior to reading. 

Pre-Reading Show
Write the following questions on a transparency: What is 
your name? Why are you important to the text? What words 
and pictures in the text are you close to? Explain that before 
a big sporting event, there is often a pregame show. In the 
pregame show, sportscasters talk about the players and 
teams. Explain that during a pre-reading show, the players 
are not people but important words in the text. Assign half 
of the students to be interviewers and the other half to be 
“players.” Choose words that are difficult but important 
to a current reading assignment. Assign each player a 
word and pair each interviewer with a player. Distribute 
three index cards and a copy of the Pre-Reading Show 
reproducible (page 13) to each pair. Then, have each pair 
use a dictionary to find the definition of their word. Have 
the players write the definitions on the jerseys on their 
reproducibles. Have the interviewers copy the questions 
from the overhead onto index cards. Allow time for pairs to 
locate their words in the text, count how many times the 
words appear, and understand how the words are important 
to the text. Act as a host for the pre-reading show and have 
each pair come to the front of the classroom to present. Let 
interviewers ask questions and players answer them. After 
a quick “commercial break” or some time to stretch, read 
the text that includes the vocabulary words discussed in the 
pre-reading show.

Reading Warm-Up
Select six vocabulary words that are unfamiliar 
to students and that are also important to 
the meaning of a current reading assignment. 
Explain that before exercising, people need 
to warm up to get their muscles ready. Share 
that people can warm up their minds, or 
prepare their brains for new words, by learning 
about them before reading. Write the selected 
vocabulary words on the board. Say each word 
and have students repeat it, then write its 
definition on the board. Assign partners and 
have them sit facing each other so that one 
student in each pair can see the board while 
the other student has his back to the board. 
Have students who can see the board read the 
first word aloud to their partners. Give each 
partner one minute to guess the definition of 
the word. If the partners do not correctly guess 
the definition, let students who can see the 
board give visual clues in a manner similar to 
Charades. After students correctly define the 
word, let partners switch places and repeat 
with the next word. After students “warm up” 
their minds for 10 minutes, read the text that 
includes the selected words.

Pre-Reading ShowS  p  e  c  i  f  i  c    W  o  r  d    

Instruction
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Pre-Reading Show
Write_the_vocabulary_word_
on_the_top_line._Write_the_definition_
on_the_lines_below_your_word.

Specific Word Instruction Name_ ____________________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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Vocabulary Vaults 
Explain that brains are like memory banks. Banks store related items and information in vaults or files so that 
people can easily access them. Brains also store information. Use this activity to help students connect new words 
with words they already know. Choose four new and important words from a current reading lesson. Write the 
words on the board, pronounce them, and explain their meanings. Distribute the Vocabulary Vaults reproducible 
(page 15). Have students write each new word at the top of each vault. Then, have students brainstorm words or 
phrases that are related to each word. Record students’ ideas on the board. Finally, have each student pick three 
words or phrases that will help her remember the meaning of each word. Have her write those words or phrases in 
the corresponding vault on the reproducible. 

Pantomime and Pictures
Choose six new and important vocabulary words from a current fictional text. Write each word on an index 
card so that each student has a word. (For example, if there are 24 students, write each vocabulary word on four 
index cards.) Fold the index cards so that students cannot see the words. Place the folded index cards in a hat or 
container and set aside. Write the words on the board, pronounce them, and point out where they occur in the 
text. Explain the words’ meanings. Assign students to two teams. Have a student from Team A select a card, act 
out or draw pictures of her word, and have members from her team guess the word. Allow one to two minutes 
for guessing. If her teams guesses correctly, they get two points. If they guess incorrectly, allow the other team to 
guess. Give the opposite team one point if they correctly guess the word. Repeat the process until each student 
has a chance to act out or draw her word. Then, read the selected text. Let the winning team choose whether to 
pantomime or illustrate the story. Give the team time to prepare and present their creative retelling to the class.

Connect the Dots
Students are more likely to retain information when it is connected to prior knowledge. Choose three words 
from a current unit of study or a new, engaging text. Briefly review the words’ meanings. Write each word on 
a separate sheet of chart paper and draw a circle around it. Have students brainstorm what they already know 
about each word. Record their responses in the appropriate circles. Make sure students consider classroom and life 
experiences, texts they have read, and information they have heard from friends and family. Distribute enlarged 
copies of the Connect the Dots reproducible (page 16). Have each student place one vocabulary word in each 
large dot and record three of her most important “connections” in the surrounding small dots. Have each student 
use a marker to connect each large dot with its three small dots (using a different color for each set of dots). Let 
students talk to partners about what they wrote. Encourage students to “connect the dots” (think about their prior 
knowledge) when reading new words.

Vocabulary Vaults

Specific Word Instruction
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Vocabulary Vaults
Write_a_new_vocabulary_word__
at_the_top_of_each_vault._In_each_vault,_write_three_words_
or_phrases_that_will_help_you_remember_the_meaning_of_the_word._

Name_ ____________________________________ Specific Word Instruction 




