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Casual Interview

Daily Oral Language: Introduction
Research has shown that when children have conversations with people, especially adults, they indirectly learn 
vocabulary words. In these conversations, children may hear words repeated several times. They also hear 
unfamiliar words. The more conversations children have, the better their vocabulary skills will be.

Conversation Party
Have a conversation party with students. Explain that the point 
of the party is for students to have conversations with adults. Tell 
students that when they have conversations with adults, they 
will learn more words. Work with students to write invitations 
with RSVPs. On the invitations, explain the purpose of the 
party: students learn vocabulary indirectly from other people. 
Saying words in conversation gives students repeated exposure to 
vocabulary. Also, adults use words that may be new to students, 
and students learn these words from conversations. Allow each 
student to invite one adult to school. Ask staff members, such as 
the principal, the librarian, a special education teacher, etc., to 
attend the party to ensure that there are enough adults. On the 
day of the party, pair each student with an adult partner. Write the 
following conversation starters on the board:

I always laugh when . . . 
My favorite part of first (or second) grade is (or was) . . . 
The best book I ever read was ________________ because . . . 
For fun, I like to . . . 
The best trip I ever had was . . . 

Let each pair choose one sentence starter to begin a conversation. 
Remind the whole group that the sentence starters may spark other 
conversations. These other subjects are acceptable; the objective is 
to get children and adults talking. At the end of the party, thank 
everyone for coming and encourage the adults and students to 
continue talking to each other in the future.

Casual Interview
Encourage students to have conversations 
with their family members by setting 
up opportunities for family interviews. 
Explain that an interview is a meeting 
in which information is gained from 
someone. Give each student a copy 
of the Casual Interview reproducible 
(page 7). Have each student take home 
a reproducible, ask a family member 
the questions, write the responses, and 
bring the sheet back to school. (Family 
members may help younger students with 
bigger words on the reproducible.) The 
next day, ask, “What did you learn about 
your family members that you didn’t 
know? Did you hear any new words? 
Which questions were your favorites?” 
Continue your conversation with 
students by asking more questions about 
the interviews.
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Dear_Parents/Family,

Did_you_know_that_talking_with_children_helps_them
develop_vocabulary_skills?_It_does!_Please_listen_to_your_child_read_
these_questions_and_share_your_answers_with_your_child._Feel_free_to_
start_conversations_about_the_questions.

1._What_is_your_favorite_animal?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________ _
____________________________________________________________________

2._Who_is_your_best_friend?_What_do_you_like_about_him_or_her?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3._When_you_were_in_school,_what_was_your_favorite_subject?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4._What_is_your_favorite_book?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5._What_is_your_favorite_movie?_Why?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Casual Interview

Indirect Instruction Name_ ___________________________________________
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Book AwardsListening to Adults Read: Introduction
When students listen to adults read, they indirectly learn new vocabulary. Students not only hear a model for 
fluent reading, but are also exposed to rich and interesting vocabulary. “Thinking aloud” when reading unfamiliar 
words teaches students reading strategies. In addition, talking about books encourages conversation—another 
indirect method for teaching vocabulary.

Book Awards
Give students another reason to listen to books by creating class 
book awards. Make one copy of the Book Awards reproducible 
(page 9). Write four nominations for best books in each category. 
When the nominations are complete, make a class set of the 
reproducible. Explain what the categories Best Illustrations, Best 
Comedy, Best Drama, and Best Mystery mean. Each week, check 
out library books from one category. The category for the first 
week is Best Illustrations. Each day for four days, read one nominee 
from that category to the class and have students write its title on 
the reproducible. On the fifth day, have each student vote for the 
book with the best illustrations by circling the number beside the 
title of that book on a Book Awards reproducible. After circling 
her favorite, have her cut out that category and place her ballot 
in a box. (If desired, allow students to decorate a box to look like 
a ballot box.) Continue in the same manner with the remaining 
categories. After the voting is complete, have an awards ceremony. 
Ask four students to design an award for each category and reveal 
the winners to the class. Attach the awards to color copies of the 
winning titles’ book covers and display them on a bulletin board 
titled “And the Winner Is . . .” 

Guest Readers
Having other readers visit the classroom 
improves students’ vocabulary and keeps 
things interesting. Students like to hear 
different voices and to meet school 
staff members with whom they may not 
interact very often. Invite several adults 
who work at the school, such as the 
cafeteria manager, the building manager, 
a custodian, a school secretary, etc., to 
read books to the class. If any of the 
adults are nervous about selecting books, 
offer to help them choose appropriate 
titles. Also consider giving a few tips 
about reading aloud, such as how to hold 
the book and show pictures, how to talk 
about vocabulary words, and how to 
interact with students. Schedule guest 
readers several days apart so that students 
will be fresh and ready when the guests 
read. Introduce each guest and help 
spark conversations after the readings, if 
necessary. Use conversation starters, such 
as, “Did you like the book?” “Have you 
read it before?” or “If you were the author 
of the book, would you change anything?”

Indirect Instruction 



�First-Rate Reading™: Vocabulary • CD-104020 • © Carson-Dellosa

Circle_the_number_of_your_favorite_title__
for_each_category._Cut_out_the_ballot_and_place__
it_in_the_ballot_box.

____Nominees_for_Best_Illustrations
_ _1._______________________________________________________________ _ _
_ 2._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 3._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 4._ _____________________________________________________________

____Nominees_for_Best_Comedy
_ 1._______________________________________________________________ _ _
_ 2._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 3._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 4._ _____________________________________________________________

____Nominees_for_Best_Drama
_ 1._______________________________________________________________ _ _
_ 2._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 3._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 4._ _____________________________________________________________

____Nominees_for_Best_Mystery
_ 1._______________________________________________________________ _ _
_ 2._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 3._ _____________________________________________________________
_ 4._ _____________________________________________________________

Book Awards

Indirect InstructionName_ ___________________________________________
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Extensive Independent Reading: Introduction
The more children read independently, the more they are exposed to new words. The best readers often have the 
best vocabularies. When reading becomes more frustrating than fun, students often stop reading. Without reading 
independently, students are exposed to fewer words and reading new texts becomes even more difficult. Making 
independent reading enjoyable and feasible for students is another way to provide indirect vocabulary instruction.

My Favorite Things
Encourage students to read independently and encourage their 
love for reading by empowering them to choose reading materials. 
Motivate students to read by focusing on subjects that interest 
them. Give each student a copy of the My Favorite Things 
reproducible (page 11). Have each student list five of her favorite 
things. Invite students to include things like birds, drawing, sports—
things that interest them. After students have listed their favorite 
things, take the class to the school library and help each student 
select a book about one of her five listed interests. Although 
students can read at higher levels if they are truly interested in 
given topics, make sure books are appropriately leveled for students’ 
abilities. Tell students to write the titles of their books on their 
reproducibles. Allow time during the day for students to read 
their books. When students are finished, have them choose books 
for other topics from their “favorites” lists. Continue until each 
student has completed a book about each favorite thing she listed 
on her reproducible. Encourage students to choose books about 
other fun topics on a regular basis. 

Light Reading Marathon
Motivate students to read more by 
making reading as fun as possible. Any 
kind of reading is positive. Adults often 
choose light reading for leisure time. 
The same should be true for children. 
Encourage students to turn to reading 
for fun. Pick a day for a light reading 
marathon and have students bring 
in comic books, cartoon collections, 
magazines, and joke books. Consider 
sending note homes to remind students 
to bring their books on the correct day 
and also to explain the reasoning behind 
the marathon. Explain to families that 
the usual school reading day is made 
up of fiction, nonfiction, and historical 
fiction. The light reading marathon 
gives students a wider variety of reading 
materials, motivates them to read, and 
provides new vocabulary. If students 
do not have light reading materials at 
home, take the class to the school library 
to choose appropriate materials. On 
the special day, allow students to read 
on the floor. Reserve a block of time 
during the day for the marathon so that 
students can have uninterrupted reading 
time. If students enjoy the light reading 
marathon, also use it as a reward for good 
class behavior.

Indirect Instruction 

My Favorite Things
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Indirect Instruction 

Write_five_of_your_favorite_things.

_ 1._ ________________________________________________________________ _

_2._ ________________________________________________________________

_3._ ________________________________________________________________
_
_4._ ________________________________________________________________

_5._ ________________________________________________________________

Write_the_titles_of_books_you_will_read_about_your_favorite_things.

_ 1._ ________________________________________________________________ _

_2._ ________________________________________________________________

_3._ ________________________________________________________________
_
_4._ ________________________________________________________________

_5._ ________________________________________________________________

My Favorite Things

Name_______________________________________________
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S  p  e  c  i  f  i  c    W  o  r  d    

Instruction

Pre-Reading Strategies: Introduction
When students do not understand vocabulary words in text, their comprehension is affected. One strategy to 
help students with difficult words is to preview text. This section provides numerous strategies for understanding 
unfamiliar words prior to reading. Remind students that learning new words before reading helps them understand 
specific words, and in turn, the meaning of the text.

Book Bounce
Ahead of time, look through a text that will be in 
a current reading lesson. Find three or four words 
that will be important to comprehending the text. 
Make notes about the selected words and their page 
numbers. At the beginning of the lesson, explain that 
“Book Bounce” is a phrase that means previewing 
text before reading it. Instead of looking at every 
word on every page, tell students they will “bounce” 
around the book. Direct students to the first selected 
word in the book and read the surrounding sentence. 
Then, write the word on the board. Ask, “What do 
you think this word means?” Take a few suggestions 
and then write a definition next to the word. Explain 
that it is time to “bounce” to another page. Move to 
the second word, read the sentence that contains it, 
and ask students if they can guess its meaning. If they 
cannot, give a definition and a sample sentence. Use 
students’ prior knowledge as a foundation for the new 
word. Continue bouncing through the book until the 
selected vocabulary words are reviewed and then read 
the book. If students still struggle with the words, 
remind them that the definitions are on the board.

Vocabulary Wall
This activity is an excellent precursor to 
learning to use a dictionary. From a text 
students will read, select three or four words 
that students may not understand but that 
are vital to comprehension. Write each word, 
its definition, and its phonetic spelling on a 
sentence strip. Explain that sometimes readers 
find words that they do not understand, but 
there is a strategy to help this problem. If 
readers learn those words before they read, 
they will comprehend the book much better. 
Give each student a copy of the text and 
help him locate the first vocabulary word. 
Using the sentence strips, share the word’s 
pronunciation and definition. Then, have 
students use each word in a sentence. Repeat 
with the remaining vocabulary words, then 
have students create a Vocabulary Wall. Post 
strips in alphabetical order in a highly visible 
area of the classroom. Encourage students to 
use the Vocabulary Wall to understand new 
words in their reading and to use the new 
words in their writing. Add to the Vocabulary 
Wall throughout the year.
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Specific Word Instruction

Make It Stick!
Each student will need one 4" by 6" (10 cm x 15 cm) sticky note for each vocabulary word. Preview a book that 
is part of a lesson plan and choose three or four words that will be difficult for students. Remind students that 
because there are so many words in the English language, they will constantly learn new words. Explain that 
learning new words before reading helps readers understand stories better. Distribute copies of the reading text 
and sticky notes. Direct students to the page where the first vocabulary word appears, then read the word and ask, 
“What do you think this word means?” After a few responses, share the correct definition. Have each student 
write the word at the top of a sticky note and write a definition in his own words. To help him remember the word, 
tell him to place the sticky note as close to the word as possible. Repeat with the other vocabulary words. Let 
students read the book and remind them that if they forget the words’ meanings, they can refer to the sticky notes.

Vocabulary Guide
Explain that when people go on safaris, they may see large, exotic, dangerous animals. Tourists often hire guides 
to show them around and warn them about dangerous animals. Tell students that they will be guides, too. Instead 
of alerting visitors to big animals, they will be Vocabulary Guides to protect readers from big words. Explain that 
if they don’t help readers, readers’ understanding will be in danger. Help students find books that are at their 
independent reading levels. (A student reading at his level should not miss more than five words out of every 
100; 10 words out of 100 is more difficult, but manageable.) If a student is unsure of more than five words in two 
paragraphs, she should choose another book. Give each student a Vocabulary Guide reproducible (page 14). 
Have students read their books, and when they find words they think might be difficult (or “dangerous”) to other 
readers, have them write the words and page numbers on the Vocabulary Guide reproducibles. Next, have students 
write definitions of the words. If students are unsure of the meanings, have them ask for help. Tell students to 
continue reading and noting dangerous words on the reproducibles. When students have completed their books, 
have students use removable tape to attach their “warnings” to the fronts of the books. Place the books in the 
classroom library. (Group similarly leveled books in the same area.) When a student wants to read the book, she 
will be alerted to the large vocabulary words. As students read the books, direct them to read each dangerous 
word, read the definition, and go to the page where the word appears. 
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Specific Word Instruction

Vocabulary Guide
Write_tricky_words,_the_pages_on_which_they_
appear_in_your_book,_and_their_definitions_in_the_
chart_below.

Your_book’s_title:_____________________________________________________

Word Page_ Definition

Name_ ___________________________________
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Specific Word Instruction

Vocabulary Guide
Words of the Day
Choose two vocabulary words from a current reading lesson and 
make two copies of the Words of the Day reproducible (page 16). 
Write one vocabulary word five times on one copy and write the 
second vocabulary word five times on the other copy. Cut out the 
vocabulary words. Introduce the words at the beginning of the 
school day. Show students the words and explain that these words 
will be Words of the Day. Pronounce and define each word. Display 
copies of the words and definitions on sentence strips in high traffic 
areas of the classroom—the calendar area, pencil sharpener, and 
doors, for example. Quiz students throughout the day. For example, 
on the way to recess, ask a student to define one of the words. If 
a student cannot define the word on the first try, have her read 
the definition again. If a student asks to get a drink of water, ask for a definition before granting permission. If he 
can define the word, let the student get a drink. If he cannot, have the student read the definition first. Use other 
creative ways to have students review definitions. When it is time for the daily reading lesson, students will have 
been exposed to the selected vocabulary words several times. Change the Words of the Day daily, or change words 
weekly and have Words of the Week.

Word Illustrations
Choose three or four important and difficult vocabulary words from an upcoming 

reading lesson. Explain that when people know many words, others say they have “big 
vocabularies.” Write the selected words on the board and pronounce them. Write 

the definition of each word on the board and use it in a sentence. Assign 
students to groups and give each group one vocabulary word. Have students 
show that they have big vocabularies by literally making the words big. 
Instruct each student to write his group’s assigned vocabulary word as big 
as he can on a piece of paper. Let students make the letters “puffy” or in 

block style. Have each student write the definition in his own words on 
the paper. When everyone is finished, ask each student to 

read his definition to the group. Have students read their 
definitions again on the following day before completing 
the corresponding reading lesson. Note each vocabulary 

word as it appears in the text. Create a display by stapling 
the words to a bulletin board and adding the title “We Have 
BIG Vocabularies!”
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Specific Word Instruction

Words of the Day
Write_a_vocabulary_word_five_times__
in_the_spaces_below._Write_its_definition_five_times_on__
sentence_strips._Cut_along_the_dashed_lines._Post_near_high_traffic_areas_
in_the_classroom._

Name_ ___________________________________

Today’s word 
is . . . 


