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The Continents: Close-Up

 A continent is a big mass of land. 
It is completely or mostly surrounded by 
water. There are seven continents. The 
continents make up just over 29% of the 
earth’s surface. 

Landmasses
 • The continents are North Ameri-

ca, South America, Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Australia, and Antarctica. 

 • Subcontinents: Greenland and 
the India-Pakistan area 

 • Microcontinents: Madagascar and
  the Seychelles Islands 
 • Oceania: Island groups in the Pa-

cific Ocean 

How Were the Continents Formed?
 At one time, people believed the continents were formed by natural disasters. They blamed 
it on floods, earthquakes, and volcanoes. In 1596, Abraham Ortelius said that the continents fit 
together like a puzzle. He said they had once been joined. Later, they were torn apart.

 Alfred Lothar Wegener later wrote a book. In his book, he wrote about a new theory. He 
called his theory the “Continental Drift.” He believed that the earth had once been one super con-
tinent. He named it Pangaea. This is a Greek word. It means “all lands.” He believed that the large 
landmass was a lighter rock. It floated on a heavier rock. It would be like ice floating on water.

  He believed that the big masses of land 
were still moving. They moved at a rate of 
about one yard each century. He believed that 
Pangaea existed in the Permian Age. It slow-
ly divided into two parts. The upper part was 
named Laurasia. The lower part was named 
Gondwanaland. 

  By the Jurassic Age, the big masses of 
land had moved into seven continents. They 
“drifted” to where they are now.

  Most scientists agreed with this theory. 
In the 1960s, mountain ranges were found 
on the ocean floor. This suggested that the 

Wegener’s theoretical continent, Pangaea, during 
the Permian Age (white outlines indicate current 
continents)
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The earth’s crust consists of about 20 plates. Plate tectonics suggest that these plates move a few inches 
each year.

earth’s crust was made up of about 20 
slabs.  These slabs are called plates.

 This led to a new theory. The the-
ory is known as “Plate Tectonics.” It sug-
gested that these plates move a few inches 
each year. The plates move apart, collide, 
or scrape against each other. 

 Scientists have found out that most 
volcanoes occur along the plate boundar-
ies. Recently, there have been earthquakes 
and tsunamis along the plate boundaries 
in Asia. In December 2004, an earthquake caused huge tsunami waves in the Indian Ocean. Over 
230,000 people were killed in 14 countries in the region. A severe earthquake occurred off the 
coast of Japan in March 2011. It caused a tsunami that swept over cities and farms in northern Ja-
pan. Nearly 20,000 were killed. Scientists hope that further study will help them better understand 
Earth’s story.

The Continents: Close-Up
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The Continent of Asia: Close-Up

 Asia is the largest continent in the 
world. It covers over 17,200,000 square 
miles (44,500,000 sq. km). This is about 
one-third of the world’s total land surface. 
It stretches over 5,300 miles (8,500 km) 
from east to west.

 Water borders almost all of Asia. 
Asia’s boundaries are the Arctic Ocean 
on the north. The Bering Strait and the 
Pacific Ocean are on the east. The In-
dian Ocean is on the south. The Red and 
Mediterranean Seas are on the south-
west. The west is a land border. The Ural 
and Caucasus Mountains are the divid-
ing line between the continents of Asia 
and Europe.

Natural Features
 • Asia has a wide range of natural features. Plains make up most of Asia. The Plateau of Tibet 

is over 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from east to west. It is the highest plateau in the world. Much 
of it is over 12,000 feet (3,650 m) above sea level. The Plateau of Tibet is often referred to 
as ‘’the roof of the world.” Russia, India, China, and southwest Asia also have large plains.

 • Asia has many mountain ranges. The most famous are the Himalayas. They are the highest 
mountain range in the world. Mount Everest is one of the Himalayan Mountains. It is the 
highest point in the world. It is 29,035 feet (8,850 m) above sea level.

 • Asia has many deserts. Large deserts are north of the Himalayas. There are also some on 
the Arabian Peninsula. The Syrian Desert spreads through parts of Jordan and Iraq. The 
Gobi Desert is in much of Mongolia.

 • Asia has many important rivers. China has Asia’s two longest rivers. The Yangtze is the lon-
gest river. Another name for this river is the Chang. The river stretches almost 4,000 miles. 
The Huang River is almost 3,400 miles (5,500 km) long. Other main rivers are the Indus 
and Ganges. They flow through Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh. The Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers flow through Syria, Turkey, and Iraq. The region near the Tigris and Euphrates was 
the location of one of the oldest civilizations in the world. Another important river is the Jor-
dan River. It forms part of the border between Israel and Syria and Israel and Jordan. The 
Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea.

 • The lowest point in the world is near the Dead Sea. It is 1,340 feet (408 m) below sea level. 
The Dead Sea is a saltwater lake. The Caspian Sea covers 143,250 square miles (371,000 
sq. km). This is the largest lake in the world. Lake Baykal has a depth of over 5,300 feet 
(1,600 m). It is the deepest lake in the world.

The Continent of Asia: Close-Up
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Asia’s Climate: Close-Up

 Asia is a very large continent. It has a 
full range of climates.

Arctic and Subarctic Climates
 • Russia is the northern region of Asia. 

Much of it has both arctic and sub-
arctic climates. The arctic region has 
much tundra. Tundra is permanently 
frozen subsoil. The subarctic region 
has long, cold winters. The summers 
are short and cool. Siberia is part of 
this region. The winters are known 
for being very cold. The subarctic re-
gions receive less than 20 inches (51 
cm) of rain each year.

Continental Climate
 • Regions farther south have a conti-

nental climate.  This type of climate has a wide range of temperatures. This region has 
cold winters. The summers are warm. The high temperatures reach over 90°F (32°C), and 
it gets well below 0°F (-18°C) in the winter. Only Antarctica is colder than parts of Asia. The 
continental regions also include vast steppe and desert areas.

Humid Subtropical Climate
 • Northern China and central Japan have a humid climate. The summers are long. Southern 

China, southern Japan, and northern India have a humid subtropical climate. In these 
regions, the winters are dry. The summers often have monsoons.

 • A monsoon is a wind. The summer monsoons blow in from the Indian Ocean and the 
southern Pacific Ocean. The summer monsoons usually arrive between May and October. 
They bring heavy rains with them. Many areas of Asia get over 80 inches (203 cm) of rain 
each year. The winter monsoons turn direction and bring cool, dry air from the north. Much 
of southern Asia’s crops rely on the summer monsoon rains. In the years with few mon-
soons, crops can fail. Late monsoons can get in the way of the harvests.

Tropical Climate
 • The southernmost region of Asia is located between the Tropic of Cancer and the equator. 

It has a tropical climate. There are regions of savannas and tropical rain forests.

Arid and Semiarid Climates 
 • Mountains in the central and southwest regions of Asia block the rains from large areas of 

Asia. It causes them to have arid or semiarid climates.

Mediterranean Climate
 • A small region of Asia has a Mediterranean climate. This type of climate is mild year 

round. The climate gets its name from the Mediterranean Sea. The Asian countries of Tur-
key, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, and Saudi Arabia all border or are near the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

Asia’s Climate: Close-Up
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Asia’s Resources: Close-Up

 Asia is rich in natural resources. However, the mining industry is still poorly developed in 
most regions.

Energy
 • Sources of oil and natural gas can be found all over Asia. There are large deposits of oil in 

the Persian Gulf, China, Siberia, and parts of Indonesia. Russia is Asia’s largest supplier of 
natural gas.

 • There are large deposits of coal in Siberia, India, and China. China most likely has the 
world’s third-largest deposits of coal.

 • Nuclear power is used in many places in Asia. There are 112 nuclear power reactors in 
East and South Asia. They are mostly in China, Japan, India, and South Korea. Some of 
Japan’s reactors were damaged by the earthquake of March 2011. This has caused people 
to worry about the safety of nuclear reactors.

Minerals
 • Iron ore is needed to make steel. India and China are Asia’s largest producers of iron ore 

and steel.
 • India and Indonesia are the main suppliers of bauxite. Bauxite is used to make aluminum.
 • China, Thailand, and Indonesia are producers of much of the world’s supply of tin.
 • Diamonds are mined in Siberia. Sapphires and rubies come from the southern regions of 

Asia.
 • Deposits of gold, silver, and zinc are found all over Asia. 
 • Most of Asia exports minerals. It has a lack of large industries. This is not true for Japan. It 

has few mineral deposits and many industries. Japan is a major importer of minerals.

Forests
 • Another natural resource of Asia is its vast forests. They can be found in many regions that 

still have tropical and subtropical forests. Timber is used for building. Trees are also har-
vested for firewood. 

 • One important product of Asia’s forests is bamboo. Bamboo 
grows quickly. It has many uses. Bamboo can be used for hous-
ing and furniture. The shoots are used for food. 

 • Teak and mahogany are two important hardwoods. They are 
harvested in Asian forests. 

Environmental Problems
 • Asia faces several problems with land use. Some of the land 

has been over-farmed or overgrazed. Some land that was once 
used for farming and grazing has now become desert. 

 • The cutting down of too many trees is also a major concern. 
Asia has lost over one-third of its tropical forests in the last 40 
years.

Asia’s Resources: Close-Up
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Asia’s Industries: Close-Up

 Asia is a land of major industrial contrasts. 
Most of the region has few industries. It has a low 
standard of living. However, other regions have 
many factories. These regions have some of the 
world’s highest standards of living.

Agriculture
 • Most of the people of Asia are involved in 

agriculture. However, Asia has low crop 
yields. They do not use up-to-date farming 
methods. Less than one-third of the land is used for farming.

 • Rice is the main crop in southern and southeastern Asia. Asian countries grow about 90% 
of the world’s rice.

 • Some of the crops grown by large estate farms are rubber, tea, and manila hemp. Hemp is 
used to make rope. 

 • Swine, poultry, and fish are raised in many regions. Japan and Korea also have large herds 
of sheep, goats, and yaks. They also have dairy and beef cattle.

Fishing
 • Japan is the world’s leading fishing country. China, Russia, Thailand, Indonesia, and Korea 

also have major fishing industries. Fish is a main source of protein in most Asian diets.

Manufacturing
 • Much of Asia has little industry. Japan, China, Russia, and India do have large industrial 

centers. Steel is produced in Siberia and India. 
 • Industries in Asia are making more clothing, shoes, and electronic equipment. Most of 

these goods are made for export. The cost of labor is low.

Transportation
 • Asia has few roads, and they are in poor shape. They are often closed due to local conflicts. 

The main way to travel around Asia is by railroad. Japan has a large network of railroads. 
They use many high-speed trains. China has the sixth-longest railroad system in the world. 
Yet, it still does not meet the transportation needs of the nation.

 Asia has a large amount of trade with foreign nations. Imports and exports grew by about 
20% in 2010 in the Pacific region of Asia. This growth is led by China. It imports raw materials and 
exports finished goods to the rest of the world. Other major export countries are Japan, India, Tai-
wan, South Korea, Turkey, Malaysia, and Saudi Arabia.

 After World War II, Japan became the main industrial country in Asia. Taiwan, South Korea, 
and Singapore became leading industrial countries in the 1980s. In recent years, the economy of 
Russia has slowed down. However, the economies of China and Vietnam have grown very much.

Asia’s Industries: Close-Up
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Asia’s Animal Life: Close-Up

 Asia is a very large continent. There is a wide range of climates. 
Asia is home to many types of animals and insects. Some of these 
animals are only found in Asia. 

Mammals 
   • Orangutans are unique to Asia. 

They are members of the ape fami-
ly. They live in Borneo and Sumatra. 
Giant pandas live in China. Snow 
leopards make their homes in the 
highlands of Central Asia. 

   • Some animals native to Asia are 
yaks, Bengal tigers, and Indian el-
ephants. 

   • Freshwater dolphins are native to 
several of Asia’s rivers. Freshwater 
seals live in Lake Baykal.

 • Asia is also the home to many common animals. Some of the animals that live in the north-
ern regions are foxes and reindeer. Antelope and deer live in the grasslands. The tropical 
rain forests are home to elephants, tigers, and monkeys. 

 • Asia’s ranchers raise herds of cattle, goats, and sheep. Camels are raised in the drier re-
gions. One region where you could find camels would be in the Arabian Peninsula.

Birds 
 • Asia has a variety of bird life. 
 • Exotic birds like peacocks and birds of paradise are native to the rain forests. 

Reptiles
 • The world’s largest lizard is the Komodo dragon. It is native to Indonesia.
 • Many of the snakes found in Asia are poisonous. Cobras and vipers are common in parts 

of Asia. 
 • Crocodiles and some of the other reptiles live in the rivers of southeast Asia. The gavial is 

found in India and the Malay Peninsula. It is a member of the crocodile family. Gavials are 
one of the largest reptiles in the world. They can reach a length of over 21 feet.

Insects 
 • The tropical regions have many insects. Mosquitoes thrive in the moist climate. They can 

transmit the disease malaria. 

 Many species of Asia’s wildlife have gone down in number in recent years. Some of the 
wildlife are in danger of dying out. Most of Asia’s nations do not have laws to protect animals. There 
is uncontrolled hunting. The amount of logging has gone up. Land for animal homes is being taken 
over by farming.  All this has put the wildlife in danger of dying out.

Asia’s Animal Life: Close-Up
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The People of Asia: Close-Up

 In 2011, there were about 4.157 billion people living in Asia. 
About 60% of the people of the world live in Asia. There are more 
people living in China than anywhere else in the world. The number 
of people living in China is over 1.3 billion people. India has over 1.18 
billion people. Asia is the site of the city of Tokyo. This is the largest 
city in the world.
 Most of the people of Asia live in rural areas. However, the 
large urban areas are growing. Some Asian nations have plans to 
resettle some of the people into regions that are less settled.

Racial Groups
 Asia has three main racial groups. The Caucasoid people live 
mainly in south and southwest Asia. Most of the Mongoloid people 
live in east and southeast Asia. Negroid people make up the smallest 
racial group in Asia. Most of them live in south Asia.

Religion 
 Asia is the home to many of the world’s main religions. Christianity, Islam, and Judaism all 
began in the Middle East or southwest Asia. Buddhism and Hinduism began in south Asia. Confu-
cianism began in China, but it is not really a religion. Instead, it is a guide for living your life. Taoism 
developed in China. Shintoism started in Japan.
 Islam is the largest religion in Asia. There are about one billion followers. Buddhism is a 
close second. There may be as many as one billion Buddhists. It is hard to get a correct number. 
Many Buddhists believe in a mix of religions. Some just do not declare themselves as Buddhists. 
Hinduism is the third most popular religion in Asia. It has over 964 million followers. Christianity has 
about 300 million believers in Asia.

Language
 Asia is the home to many languages. Chinese is the world’s most-used language. More 
than one billion people speak some version of Chinese. Other Asian languages include Hindi, 
Japanese, Javanese, and Korean.

Education
 Many Asians are not able to read and write. In some countries, over 40% of the people can-
not read or write. However, this is not the case in other countries. In Japan and South Korea, more 
than 94% of the people can read or write. 

Heath Care
 The more developed nations of Asia, such as Japan, have very good health care. However, 
some regions of Asia have major health problems. Too many people and poor diets cause many of 
the health care problems. There are two main reasons for the spread of many diseases. There is a 
lack of sanitation. There are huge numbers of insects that transmit disease. The main diseases of 
Asia are cholera, dysentery, malaria, scarlet fever, and typhoid fever.
 Some medical techniques first used in Asia are being used more and more all over the 
world. Acupuncture and herbal medicines from China are becoming more popular.

The People of Asia: Close-Up
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The Asian Culture: Close-Up

 Asia has many types of cultures. 
Three are distinct. These cultures have 
come about over time. The Chinese, 
Indian, and Islamic cultures have all 
developed differently.
 China’s culture is over 3,000 
years old. China has many kinds of art 
forms. Two of the arts are painting and 
calligraphy. The architecture, music, and 
literature have features that make them 
easy to recognize as Chinese. 

Major Influences on the Asian Arts
 The Peking Opera is the most famous of China’s performing arts. The arts are drama, 
dance, and acrobatics. Members of the Peking Opera have performed all over the world.
 Early Chinese art helped form the arts of other eastern Asia countries, including Japan 
and Korea. Japan later created many of its own easy-to-recognize art forms. The Japanese cre-
ated three forms of theater. Noh theater is a traditional dance-drama. It dates back to the 1300s. 
Noh actors still wear traditional masks. Kabuki is a more popular drama. It has fancy costumes, 
makeup, and special effects. Bunraku is a form of puppet theater. Each puppet is two-thirds life-
size. The puppet needs three people to handle it.
 India created its own art. It is much different from the art of China and eastern Asia. India’s 
literature came from the Sanskrit language. The epic poem Ramayana was written in Sanskrit.
 The third major influence of the arts came from the Islamic nations of the Middle East. This 
began when the Mongols took over much of the region.

Architecture
 Little is left of early Asian buildings. Many older buildings were made of wood rather than 
stone. They have not lasted. Also, many times a new ruler would destroy structures built by earlier 
rulers. Asian architecture often has widely spaced posts linked together by upright pieces. The 
buildings often have tiled roofs with flared eaves. Buildings with the Islamic style often have domes 
and minarets. A minaret is a long, slender tower. It is often topped with a small dome. The most 
famous building in Asia with an Islamic influence is the Taj Mahal in India. It is the tomb of an 
emperor’s wife.

Performing Arts
 Theater, music, and dance are closely related in many Asian performances. They often 
use movements and gestures. They also use masks, makeup, and colorful costumes. Many of the 
shows are based on legends and historical events.
 Asian music does not sound the same as music from western countries. Asian music is 
pentatonic. This means that it uses a scale of five notes. Western music uses an octave or eight-
note scale. Asian music is more focused on melody than harmony. The use of woodwinds, strings, 
and percussion instruments is common in Asian music.

The Asian Culture: Close-Up
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The Nations of Southeast Asia: Close-Up

 Southeast Asia includes the countries on the main-
land and the Malay Peninsula. These are the countries of 
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and part of 
Malaysia. The island groups of Southeast Asia are not part 
of the mainland. They include the rest of Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Indonesia, Brunei, and the Philippines.

 Cambodia was a French colony until 1954. During 
the Vietnam War, a Communist 
group took over the country. Since 
then, there has been a series of for-
eign invasions and civil wars. Some 
of its main crops are rice, corn, and 
rubber.

 Laos was a French colony from 
1893 to 1949. In 1954, it became 
a free country. By 1975, it had be-
come a Communist country. Laos is 
a poor country. There are few roads and industries. Agriculture is the larg-
est industry in this country. Rice, corn, and cotton are the main crops. 

 Malaysia was created in 1963. It is a leading exporter of rubber in 
the world. The country also produces a large amount of palm oil. Palm oil 
is made from coconuts.

 Myanmar was known as Burma until 1989. It became a British colony 
in 1824. It was ruled as part of India until 1937. In 1948, it became a free 
nation. Since 1962, Myanmar has been a socialist republic. Some of the 
main crops are rice and sugar cane.

 Thailand was known as Siam until 1939. A military government 
took control in 1976. Farming is the main industry. It is the world’s largest 
exporter of rice and natural rubber. Farmers also raise corn, sugar cane, 
and livestock. 

 Vietnam is made up of what used to be North and South Vietnam. 
Vietnam was under Chinese control early in its history. It became a colony 
of France in 1867 as part of French Indochina. A Communist government 
took control in 1954. The Vietnam War (1955–1975) took place in North 
and South Vietnam. The two countries were united in 1976.

The Nations of Southeast Asia: Close-Up
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The Nations of Southwest Asia: Close-Up
 
 Southwest Asia is usually referred to as the Middle East. The countries in this region are 
Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, and the nations of the Arabian Peninsula. The region 
has a dry climate. There are vast oil deposits in the region.
 The Red Sea is to the west of the Arabian Peninsula. The Persian Gulf is to the east. The 
Arabian Sea is to the south. The country of Iraq is to the north. The larg-
est nation on the peninsula is Saudi Arabia. It is ruled by the Saud family. 
Small nations also on the peninsula are Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. The tiny nation of Kuwait has one-fifth 
of the world’s known oil reserves. The United Arab Emirates was formed in 
1971. It is a union of seven small Arab states.
 Iran is mostly desert and mountains. Most of the farmland and people are on a narrow strip 
bordering the Caspian Sea. The silkworm industry in Iran is centuries old. Wars with Iraq have 
destroyed much of its oil industry.
 Iraq is the site of the Tigris and Euphrates River valleys. Farming has been the main indus-
try in the region for thousands of years. Oil has made the country wealthy. However, in recent years 
most of the nation’s income has been spent on wars. Since 2003, the United States has been fight-
ing a war on terror in Iraq. Major combat ended in 2010. The U.S. is still trying to help Iraq set up 
a stable government.

 Israel was created in 1947 when the United Nations divided Palestine 
into separate Jewish and Arab states. About 80% of the people are Jew-
ish. It has many industries. Two of the industries are textiles and chemi-
cals. The capital of Israel is Jerusalem. Israel has many conflicts with its 
Arab neighbors.
 Jordan became independent from Britain in 
1946. Over 90% of the land is desert. It had two 

wars with Israel. One was in 1948, and the other was in 1967. Some of the 
main exports are olives and fruits.

 Lebanon was under French control from 1920 until 1943. It gets lots of 
rain. Over one-third of the land is good for farming. Wheat is the main crop. 
In recent years, civil wars have hurt the economy.
 Syria has a narrow coastline on the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Most of the people live in this area. 
Much of Syria’s farming is done in this region. The 

rest of the nation is deserts and mountains. Several settlements east of 
the mountains were built on oases. An oasis is a green area of plants 
and trees in a desert where water is found. Syria’s people led an uprising 

against President Bashar in 2011. The unrest continues at this printing.
 Turkey is bordered by both the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. 
This has made it an important link between Europe and Asia. It is mainly 
a farming nation. The textile and steel industries have increased in recent 
years. 

The Nations of Southwest Asia: Close-Up
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The Nations of South and 
Russian Asia: Close-Up

SOUTH ASIA
 The nations of the southern region of Asia are 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and 
Pakistan. 

 Afghanistan has borders with China, Pakistan, 
Iran, and three former Soviet Union republics. It has been 
a field of battle for outsiders for centuries. The country is 

landlocked. This means it does 
not border any bodies of water. 
The United States and a group 
of allies began military action in 
Afghanistan in 2001. They were 

fighting against the Taliban government and the al-Qa-
eda terrorist group.

 Bangladesh was under Brit-
ish control for many years. In 1947, it became a part of Pakistan. It gained 
freedom in 1971. The nation has many people and is known as one of the 
poorest nations in the world. There have been many natural disasters and 
outbreaks of disease.

 Bhutan is a tiny nation. It is found between China and India. It 
became free of British rule in 1949. Most of its people are farmers. They 
grow enough to feed the nation’s people. Bhutan is able to take care of the 
basic needs of the people that live there. There are few industries. There 
is a small amount of trade done with other nations.

 India is a large nation. Sometimes it is called a “subcontinent.” After 
a series of empires, India came under British control in 1857. It became a 
nation in 1947. India faces several problems. There are too many people. 
Most of the people are very poor. Many people cannot read or write. How-
ever, it does have one of the world’s fastest growing 
economies.

 Nepal shares borders with China and India. There is little industry. Most 
of its people are farmers. Nepal has few natural resources. The farmland and 
forests are being cut down to take care of the needs of the people. 

 Pakistan is part of the Indian subcontinent. It was 
created in 1947 as a Muslim nation. It was once called 
West Pakistan. Bangladesh was East Pakistan. It sepa-
rated from Bangladesh in 1971.

The Nations of South and Russian Asia: Close-Up
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RUSSIAN ASIA
 The group of nations that was once called the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics broke up 
in 1991. It was also known as the USSR. Fifteen self-governing republics came from the old ter-
ritory. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan are considered 
part of Asia. The remaining republics are now part of Europe.
 Russia is so vast that it stretches across both Europe and Asia. The Ural Mountains divide 
Russia. The land west of the Urals is often called “Eastern Europe.”  The land east of the Urals is 
part of Asia.

 Russia is the largest nation that was part of the former Soviet Union. It 
is the world’s largest country in land area. Russia was ruled by czars from 
1547 until a revolution in 1917. It then became the largest Communist na-
tion in the world. Russia is a major world power. Much of Asian Russia is 
covered by Siberia. This is a very cold, bleak region. The soil is very poor, 
and few people live in the area.

 Kazakhstan came under Russian control in 1730. It became a 
republic in the USSR in 1936. In 1991, it became a free nation. Astana 
is the capital city. The main crops are grains and cotton. Two of its main 
industries are oil and mining.

 Kyrgyzstan is a remote land. Most of its people are herders of sheep, 
cattle, and yaks. Wheat and fruits are some of the main crops. It has few 
industries and almost no trade with other countries.

 Tajikistan became a republic of the USSR in 
1929. It is a remote nation. Most of the people are farmers and herders. In 
recent years, there have been several armed struggles for control of the 
nation.

 Turkmenistan became a republic of the USSR in 1925. It is a desert 
land. The Kum Canal was built to bring water from the mountains to the 
area. Now almost three million acres of land are used for farming.

 Uzbekistan became part of the USSR in 1924. 
It is the world’s third-largest grower of cotton. The economy is based on 
farming. Many people do not have clean water. Often, the food is not safe 
to eat. Many of the small children die soon after they are born.

The Nations of South and Russian Asia: Close-Up
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The Nations of East Asia: Close-Up

 The nations of east Asia are China, Japan, Korea, 
Mongolia, and Taiwan.
 More people live in this region than any other area of 
the world. East Asia has more than one-fourth of all the peo-
ple that live in the world. Japan and Taiwan are islands. They 
are not part of the mainland. They are still thought of as part 
of the Far East.

 China is the largest nation in east 
Asia. More people live there than any 
other nation in the world. China had 
the first great civilization in the region. 
The People’s Republic of China has 
been a Communist country since 1949. It is a major world power. Its econ-

omy ranks second in the world. Energy, machinery, and textiles are some of its industries. Hong 
Kong was a part of China. Then the British took control in 1841. Hong Kong was returned to China 
in 1997. It is a main center for trade and banking.
 Japan had been ruled by emperors. The emperor was replaced in 
1192 by military leaders. These leaders were called “shoguns.” The em-
peror regained control in 1862. The emperor lost power after World War II. 
Japan is now a democratic government. After World War II, Japan rebuilt 
its industries. It became a major world power. Japan has earthquakes 
often. In March 2011, a severe earthquake caused a tsunami. The wave 
swept over cities and farms in northern Japan. Nearly 20,000 people were killed. Four nuclear re-
actors were also damaged. Nuclear radiation was released.

 Korea was a united kingdom in 668. It was under Chinese control until 
it became a free nation in 1895. The Japanese took over Korea in 1910. 
It controlled the area until 1945. After World War 
II, Korea was divided into North Korea and South 
Korea. In 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea. 

North Korea was hoping to reunite the two nations. They were not suc-
cessful. After the Korean War, the two nations stayed divided. North Korea 
became a Communist nation with close ties to Russia. South Korea has a 
democratic constitution. South Korea is a leader in making cars, electron-
ics, and ships.

 Mongolia was a world power in the 13th century. Its leaders took over 
all of China. They invaded other lands as far west as Poland. Later, it be-
came a province of China. It became a free nation in 1911. Most of the 
people are still nomadic herders.
 Taiwan is an island. The Communists gained 

control of China in 1949.  So many Chinese fled to the island. They set up 
another government called the Republic of China. Taiwan is a nation known 
for making things. Two of its main products are ships and electronics.

South Korea

North Korea

The Nations of East Asia: Close-Up


