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The Continents: Close-Up

 A continent is a big mass of land. 
It is completely or mostly surrounded by 
water. There are seven continents. The 
continents make up just over 29% of the 
earth’s surface. 

Landmasses
 • The continents are North Ameri-

ca, South America, Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Australia, and Antarctica. 

 • Subcontinents: Greenland and 
the India-Pakistan area 

 • Microcontinents: Madagascar and
  the Seychelles Islands 
 • Oceania: Island groups in the Pa-

cific Ocean 

How Were the Continents Formed?
 At one time, people believed the continents were formed by natural disasters. They blamed 
it on floods, earthquakes, and volcanoes. In 1596, Abraham Ortelius said that the continents fit 
together like a puzzle. He said they had once been joined. Later, they were torn apart.

 Alfred Lothar Wegener later wrote a book. In his book, he wrote about a new theory. He 
called his theory the “Continental Drift.” He believed that the earth had once been one super con-
tinent. He named it Pangaea. This is a Greek word. It means “all lands.” He believed that the large 
landmass was a lighter rock. It floated on a heavier rock. It would be like ice floating on water.

  He believed that the big masses of land 
were still moving. They moved at a rate of 
about one yard each century. He believed that 
Pangaea existed in the Permian Age. It slow-
ly divided into two parts. The upper part was 
named Laurasia. The lower part was named 
Gondwanaland. 

  By the Jurassic Age, the big masses of 
land had moved into seven continents. They 
“drifted” to where they are now.

  Most scientists agreed with this theory. 
In the 1960s, mountain ranges were found 
on the ocean floor. This suggested that the 

Wegener’s theoretical continent, Pangaea, during 
the Permian Age (white outlines indicate current 
continents)
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earth’s crust was made up of about 20 
slabs.  These slabs are called plates.

 This led to a new theory. The the-
ory is known as “Plate Tectonics.” It sug-
gested that these plates move a few inches 
each year. The plates move apart, collide, 
or scrape against each other. 

 Scientists have found out that most 
volcanoes occur along the plate boundar-
ies. Recently, there have been earthquakes 
at the plate boundaries near Indonesia and 
Japan.  These have caused tsunamis that killed hundreds of thousands of people. Scientists hope 
that further study will help them better understand the Earth’s story.

The earth’s crust consists of about 20 plates. Plate tectonics suggest that these plates move a few inches 
each year.

Landmasses during the Jurassic Age
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The Continent of Antarctica: Close-Up

 Antarctica is the world’s southernmost continent. It surrounds the South Pole. The South 
Pole is the earth’s most southern point. The name means “opposite the Arctic.” The Arctic is the 
earth’s northernmost region. Antarctica is about 600 miles (1,000 km) from South America. It is 
2,500 miles (4,000 km) from Africa. It is 1,600 miles (2,500 km) from Australia.

 Antarctica is the fifth-largest continent. The Transantarctic Mountains divide the continent 
into two regions. They are West Antarctica and East Antarctica.

 Antarctica has very bad weather. Because of this, it is the only continent that does not have 
any permanent residents. Twenty-nine nations send scientists to do research. The places they stay 
while doing the research are called stations.  The number of people staying at the stations varies. 
In the summer about 5,000 live at the stations. In the winter about 1,000 people live at the stations. 
In recent years, tourists have begun to visit the continent.

 It is bitterly cold and almost all of it is covered by a huge sheet of ice. The ice is often two 
miles thick near the center of the continent. It then thins out towards the coastline. This sheet con-
tains about 90 percent of the world’s ice. Below the ice, the land area of Antarctica is about the 
size of Australia. Just over 2% of its area is land not covered with ice. Much of the land that is not 
covered in ice are the mountaintops.

 Falling snow in the central region forces the ice sheet to move. The ice sheets move very 
slowly toward the coastlines. Often, when the ice reaches the water’s edge, it floats. This creates 
an ice shelf. Antarctica has several ice shelves. The two largest are the Ross Ice Shelf and the 
Ronne Ice Shelf. The Ross Ice Shelf is about 4,000 feet (1,219 m) thick in places. Often, pieces 
break off the ice shelves and form icebergs.

 Antarctica is an island. This means it is surrounded by water. The waters off Antarctica’s 
coast are sometimes called the Antarctic Ocean. They are also sometimes called the Southern 
Ocean.  
 Antarctica is the highest continent in the world. Its average height is over 6,500 feet (2,000 
m) above sea level. Its highest point is Vinson Massif. It is 16,864 feet (5,140 m) high. The lowest 
point is on the Southern Ocean at zero feet. Zero feet means the land sits at sea level.

Ice covering Lake Fryxell in the Transantarctic Mountains comes from the melting of the Canada Glacier.
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Antarctica’s Climate: Close-Up

 All of the climates in Antarctica 
are cold. There are some differences 
in the regions and the seasons of the 
year. 

Temperature
 • Antarctica is the coldest place 

in the world. How warm or cold 
the air is depends on the sea-
son. It also depends on where 
you are on the continent. 

 • In the summer, temperatures 
along the coast are about 32°F (0°C). ln the middle of the continent, the temperatures are 
between -4° to -31°F (-20° to -35°C). In the winter, it stays below -40°F (-40°C). 

 • The lowest temperature in the world was -128.6°F (-89°C). It was recorded in 1983 at the 
Russian Vostok Station. The coldest temperatures happen in August.

Precipitation
 • Antarctica is the driest continent in the world. It gets very little rain. Most moisture comes as 

snow or ice. During the warm season, rain falls once in a while in the coastal regions. The 
coast gets about 10 to 20 inches (25 to 51 cm) of rain each year. The interior gets less than 
2 inches (5 cm) of precipitation each year.

Winds
 • Winds make it feel even colder. Commonwealth Bay is the windiest place in the world. 

Winds often reach between 50 to 90 miles per hour (80–145 kph). The wind can blow for 
several days. The wind may gust over 120 miles per hour (193 kph) during blizzards.

Elevation
 • West Antarctica is warmer than East Antarctica. This is due to its lower elevation. The west 

coast of the Antarctic Peninsula has the mildest climates. In January, the temperature 
rises above freezing.

Interior Regions
 • The interior region of Antarctica has almost all daylight in the summer. It has almost all 

darkness in the winter. Around December 21, most of the continent has 24 hours of day-
light. Around June 21, it has 24 hours of darkness.

 In 1985, a hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica was found. The ozone layer thins out 
between August and October. The ozone layer protects the earth from harmful ultraviolet radiation. 
The size of the hole has been growing. If more radiation reaches Earth’s surface, this may affect 
the food chain of the continent’s fish and other marine life. Many nations have reduced the use of 
chemicals that harm the ozone layer.

Laubeuf Fjord and Webb Island in the Antarctic Peninsula
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Antarctica’s Ice: Close-Up

 Over 95% of Antarctica is covered with ice. This ice comes in many forms.

Ice Sheet
 A huge ice sheet covers most of the continent. An ice sheet is a thick layer of ice on top of 
a landmass. Antarctica’s ice sheet is over 2 miles (3 km) thick in many places. The ice sheet also 
makes Antarctica the world’s highest continent. The ice sheet has an average thickness of 7,090 
feet (2,160 m). Antarctica’s ice sheet contains about 90% of the world’s ice. This is about 68% of 
the earth’s fresh water.

Ice Shelves
 About 10% of Antarctica’s ice cover is 
made up of ice shelves. An ice shelf is a large 
floating piece of permanent ice. It is anchored 
to the land but extends over water. The largest 
is the Ross Ice Shelf. It was named for British 
explorer James C. Ross. It is almost as large as 
the state of Texas. It is about 4,000 feet (1,219 
m) thick in some places. Other major Antarctic 
ice shelves are the Amery, Ronne-Filchner, and 
Larsen.

Glaciers
 Glaciers cover parts of both the ice sheet 
and ice shelves. Glaciers are moving masses of 
ice on land. They come in many sizes. The larg-
est glacier is the Lambert Glacier. It is 248 miles (over 400 km) long. Most glaciers are slow-mov-
ing. The fastest-moving glacier is the Shirase. It travels just over 1 mile (1.6 km) per year.
 Glaciers are formed over hundreds of years. New snow falls in the Antarctic region. Then it 
presses older snow into the ice. New ice is formed. It moves slowly from the middle of the continent 
toward the coastal regions. Glaciers move by the force of gravity. The added weight of more ice and 
snow causes the glaciers to move.

Icebergs 
 Floating masses of ice are known as icebergs. They are formed when parts of glaciers or 
an ice shelf reach the edge of the land. Parts of the ice shelf itself break off into the water. Icebergs 
have many sizes and shapes. The largest one recorded was over 200 miles (322 km) long and 60 
miles (97 km) wide.
 Most of an iceberg is below the water’s surface. Only ten to 15% of the ice can be seen 
above the water’s surface. Antarctica’s icebergs drift westward around the continent and then 
move northward. They melt in warmer waters.

Pack Ice
 Pack ice is common along the shores of the continent. Freezing seawater makes pack ice. 
It surrounds the continent during the winter months. Pack ice is between 300 miles to 1,800 miles 
(483–1,800 km) wide.

Riiser-Larsen Ice Shelf



CD-404171  ©Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 19

Exploring Antarctica: Alternate Version Download Antarctica’s Plant and Animal Life: Close-Up

Antarctica’s Plant and Animal Life: Close-Up

 The dry and bitterly cold climate of Antarctica limits the plant and animal life.

Plants
 • Most of the types of plant life are simple. Algae, bacteria, fungi, lichens, and mosses grow 

on the little bit of land that is not covered with snow or ice. At times, algae will grow on the 
snow cover. This creates green, yellow, or red patches on the snow.

 • Seaweed grows in most of the coastal waters. 
 • Only two flowering plants, the pearlwort and a flowering grass, grow south of 60° latitude.

Birds
 • There are forty types of seabirds that live on the continent. 

There are seven types of penguins. They have oily feathers 
and a layer of fat to keep them from getting cold. Penguins 
cannot fly, but they are good swimmers. They can dive deep 
into the water to get food. They swim up to 25 miles per hour 
(40 kph). They can jump as high as six feet (1.8 m). 

 • Four types of albatross also live on the continent. It is a bird 
whose body is about nine inches across. Its wingspan often 
reaches more than 11 feet (3 m) from tip to tip.

 • Some of the other seabirds living on the continent are a 
variety of gulls and terns. They live mostly on the islands and in the coastal regions.

Krill
 • Krill is the most important animal in Antarctica. It is a small shrimp-like animal that grows 

to be about 1 inch (2.54 cm) long. Krill live in the ocean. Krill is important in the diet of the 
rest of the animal life in the region. Antarctica’s fish, birds, seals, and whales feed on krill. It 
is often considered to be Antarctica’s main resource to the rest of the world.

Mammals
 • Six different types of seals live in Antarc-

tica. The Weddell seal was named for 
James Weddell. He was an early explorer. 
This seal lives farther south than any other 
type of seal. This seal uses a form of sonar 
to locate its food. It can stay underwater for 
up to an hour. The seal can dive to depths 
of 200 feet (61 m). 

 • Seals were almost hunted to extinction for 
their fur and oil. Laws were later passed to protect them.

 • Seven types of whales spend part of their lives in Antarctic waters. One of these, the blue 
whale, is the largest creature on Earth. 

 • At one time, there were over 200,000 blue whales.  Today, there may be only 10,000 blue 
whales. Like the seals, the whales are now protected by laws.

 • Eight types of dolphins are also found in the waters off Antarctica.

Emperor Penguins

Leopard Seal
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Early Exploration of Antarctica: Close-Up
 
 Before people knew that Antarctica existed, some people believed there was a landmass 
in the region. Aristotle believed that a huge mass of land had to be in the Southern Hemisphere. 
He thought there needed to be land there to balance out the land in the Northern Hemisphere. He 
named this unknown land Antarktikas. This word meant “anti-arctic” or “opposite the arctic.” Ptol-
emy believed that the earth was round. He thought it must have a large southern continent. He 
named this land Terra Australis Incognita. These words meant a “southern, unknown land.”

Voyages to Antarctica
 • The first person to cross the Antarctic 

Circle was the British Captain James 
Cook. During his 1773 voyage, Cook 
sailed around the continent. He did 
not get close enough to see land. He 
did see many icebergs. This made him 
think that the icebergs had come from 
land farther south.

Exploration of Antarctica
 • The first person to set foot on the 

continent was an American. Captain 
John Davis arrived in 1821. He was looking for a new location to hunt seals. However, he 
did not hunt there and soon returned to America.

 • Many nations sent people to explore. This continued for the rest of the 19th century. British 
explorer Edward Bransfield sighted the Antarctic Peninsula in 1820. In 1823, British sailor 
James Weddell explored the region. The Weddell Sea and a type of seal were both named 
for him.

 • French explorer Jules Dumont d’Urville discovered part of the Antarctic Peninsula. He 
named it “Terre Louis Philippe” in honor of the French King. 

 • Charles Wilkes explored the ice coast. He was an American. The ice coast was later named 
Wilkes Land in his honor. 

 • Sir James Clark Ross was a British explorer. He found the huge ice shelf that is now named 
for him. 

 • During the last part of the 19th century, whale- and seal-hunting crews explored much of 
the coastline.

 • In 1897, Belgian explorers became trapped for over 13 months. Their ship was iced in. 
They had not planned to stay, but they became the first humans to spend the winter on the 

  continent. 
 • Robert Falcon Scott led one of the most famous groups of explorers to the continent. Be-

tween 1901 and 1904, Scott and his men spent two winters in McMurdo Sound. Scott was 
the first to try to reach the South Pole. He was not able to reach the Pole. He did set a new 
record for traveling the farthest south.
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The Race to the South Pole: Close-Up

 Explorers raced to be the first to arrive at both the North 
Pole and the South Pole. 

First Attempts to Reach the Poles
 Robert E. Peary was an American. He reached the 
North Pole on April 6, 1909. 
 Robert Falcon Scott failed to reach the South Pole 
during his 1901–1904 trip to the continent. 
 Ernest Shackleton was a member of that trip. In 1908–
1909, Shackleton returned to Antarctica with his own group of 
men. It failed because of a lack of food.

Second Attempt to Reach South Pole
 Scott went back to Antarctica in 1910. He wanted a second try at reaching the South Pole. 
He found himself in a race with Roald Amundsen from Norway. In October, Scott and four of his 
men left their base on Ross Island. They headed toward the Pole. They arrived at the Pole on Janu-
ary 17, 1912. They found that Amundsen had been there five weeks before them.

 Amundsen reached Antarctica in 1910. He began making plans for the trip to the Pole right 
away. He set up three stashes of food and supplies along part of the route he planned to take later. 
On October 29, 1911, he and four men began their trip. They left the Bay of Whales on the Ross 
Ice Shelf. This was just four days before Scott began his trip. Part of Amundsen’s success was due 
to careful planning. He planned a shorter route than Scott. He also used dog teams and sleds to 
carry the men and supplies for the first part of the trip. This helped to save the men’s energy for 
the return trip. His group got to the South Pole on December 14, 1911. They began their return trip 
three days later. The round trip to the Pole took 99 days. The trip covered 1,860 miles (2,993 km). 

 When they arrived at the Pole, Scott and his men found a note from Amundsen. It said: 
“Dear Captain Scott, As you probably are the first to reach this area after us, I will ask you kindly 
to forward this letter to King Haakon [of Norway]. If you can use any of these articles left in the 
tent, please do not hesitate to do so. With kind regards, I wish you a safe return. Yours truly, Roald 
Amundsen.”

 Scott and his men left the following day. All of 
them died on the return trip. Two of the men died of 
injuries. Scott and the other two men became trapped 
in a blizzard. They were only a few miles from their 
food supplies. They died from lack of food and the bit-
ter cold. Eight months later, a search party found their 
tent and frozen bodies. Scott’s last entry in his diary 
was: “... we are getting weaker, of course, and the end 
cannot be far. It seems a pity, but I do not think I can 
write more.”

Amundsen at the South Pole

Members of Scott’s Final Expedition
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Ernest Shackleton: Close-Up

 Ernest Shackleton (1874–1922) is one 
of Antarctica’s most famous explorers. He was 
an Irishman. His men were always loyal to him. 
 From 1901 to 1904, Shackleton was a 
member of Robert F. Scott’s first trip to explore 
Antarctica. One spring, members of the trip set 
out to find the length of the Ross Ice Shelf. The 
sled dogs died. In order to finish the trip, the men 
had to haul the sleds. The men got scurvy. Scur-
vy is caused by a lack vitamin C.  The men had 
to return. Shackleton became too ill to travel. The 
other two men had to put him on the sled and pull 
him back. He was forced to return to England. 
Even though he did not want to go, he was sent 
back anyway on a relief ship. 

First Expedition  
 Shacketon began his own trip in 1909 with a group of carefully selected men. They explored 
Mount Erebus, an active volcano. They also found a sample of coal from the mountain region. 
Coal is made from plant material. This proved that Antarctica had at one time had a semitropical 
climate.
 In October, three members of the group set out to reach the magnetic South Pole. They 
found it on January 18, 1909. By the end of their return trip, they had covered over 1,260 miles 
(2,028 km) on foot.
 At the same time that the group headed off to find the magnetic Pole, Shackleton and three 
men started out. They wanted to be the first humans to ever reach the geographic South Pole. 
They crossed the Ross Ice Shelf and found the Beardmore Glacier. They reached the polar pla-
teau but ran out of food. They had to return before reaching the South Pole. They had been within 
97 miles (156 km) of reaching the South Pole.
 Shackleton and his men went home. King Edward VII of England knighted Shackleton. 
This was to honor him for his adventures and bravery.

Second Expedition
 Shackleton was not happy when he learned that Roald Amundsen had become the first 
person to reach the South Pole in 1911. Shackleton returned in 1914. He wanted to cross the en-
tire continent by way of the Pole. His ship never reached the continent. It became trapped by the 
ice. It sank ten months later. Shackleton and his 27 men spent many months drifting on an ice floe. 
When they reached Elephant Island in a lifeboat, they had not been on solid ground for 485 days. 
Shackleton and five of his men sailed to a whaling station on South Georgia Island to get help. 
They returned to rescue the stranded men three months later.

Third Expedition
 Shackleton sailed to Antarctica on his third trip in 1920. While on the ship, he had a heart 
attack and died. This was one month before his 48th birthday. He was buried on South Georgia 
Island.

Shackleton (in small boat) leaving Elephant Island to 
get help on South Georgia Island.
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Later Exploration of Antarctica: Close-Up

 Roald Amundsen reached the South Pole in 1911. After that, interest in the continent slowed. 
However, scientists still wanted to study the continent.

Fly-Overs
 • On May 9, 1926, Richard Byrd became the 

first person to fly over the North Pole. He was 
an American.

 • In 1928, Hubert Wilkins of Australia was the 
first person to fly over part of Antarctica. 

 • On November 2, 1929, Byrd and his crew 
of three men became the first to fly over the 
South Pole. 

 • Byrd flew over the Pole again on November 
29, 1929. He took many pictures. During four 
trips between 1933 and 1947, he took more 
pictures. His pictures helped to prove that Antarctica was a single continent.

 • American Lincoln Ellsworth and Englishman Herbert Hollick-Kenyon made the first flight 
across most of the continent. This was in November 1935. They flew 2,300 miles (3,701 
km). Their plane ran out of fuel. The two men had to walk for 22 days to return to their 
base.

Expeditions
 • The first to cross the entire continent by land were Englishman Vivian Fuchs and his group. 

Their 1958 trip took 99 days.

 • The first women to reach the South Pole 
by land were Victoria E. Murden and 
Shirley Metz in 1989.

 • In 1993, Norwegian Erling Kagge trav-
eled alone and on foot across the conti-
nent to the South Pole. The trip was 810 
miles (1,304 km).

Richard Byrd
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Permanent Observation Stations
 • In 1948, Australia built the first permanent station. From 1955 to 1956, twelve nations set 

up 50 bases for research.

 • In 2007, the Belgians set up a pre-built research station. It produces no toxic fumes and is 
powered by wind turbines and solar panels.

Other Historic Events
 • The International Geophysical Year (IGY) was July 1, 1957 through December 31, 1958. 

Many nations did research during this time on the continent. 

 • A United States Navy airplane made the first landing at the South Pole in 1958. 

 • On December 1, 1959, twelve nations signed the Antarctic Treaty. This set the continent 
aside for research only. This made the continent a non-military zone.

 • March 2007 to March 2009 was declared an International Polar Year (IPY). Researchers 
worked on over 200 projects in both polar regions.

People had a chance to view the Belgian research station before it was sent to Antarctica.
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Antarctica’s Conservation: Close-Up

 At first, explorers did not think about protect-
ing Antarctica’s natural resources. In the 1950s, the 
number of research stations grew. This began to 
concern people. Many of the nations who do research 
there are now seeing the need to protect its natural 
resources. 

Conservation Issues
 There are groups concerned with conserva-
tion. Two of these groups are Greenpeace and the 
World Wildlife Foundation. They began a program to 
make people more aware of this issue. They did not 
want any more garbage and buildings left behind at the research centers. Many nations began 
cleaning up their dumps. They started shipping garbage and old equipment back to the home 
country. Another problem was the building of any new bases. They did not want new bases to be 
built near animal breeding grounds. Most nations have come to an agreement. They will carefully 
study how bases will affect the environment before building any new ones.

Mineral Discoveries
 Several mineral deposits have been found in Antarctica. Some of these are iron, copper, 
gold, and silver. So far no large deposits have been found. Oil and natural gas are also found on 
the continent. People worry that in the future some nations may try mining or drilling for these 
natural resources. Any mining or drilling would affect wildlife habitats. In 1991, 31 nations signed 
the Madrid Protocol. This was an amendment to the Antarctic Treaty. The nations agreed not to 
explore for oil and gas in Antarctica for 50 years.

Tourists 
 Another problem is the growing number of tourists. In recent years, thousands of tourists 
have visited. To get here, some travel by ship. Many more fly over the continent. The tourists stay 
only briefly. So far, they have not had a major impact on the area. Yet this could change if the num-
bers of tourists grow.

Scientific Research 
 Much of the research that is done in 
Antarctica is done because it is a unique 
place. Its ecology, atmosphere, and envi-
ronment are different from anywhere else 
on Earth. The area must be protected. This 
will allow research to go on. One plan is to 
turn the continent into a wildlife preserve.  
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Scientific Research: Close-Up

 Antarctica has become a place for research. 
Much of it cannot be done anywhere else. Two stations 
were opened in 1941. They were closed a year later. 
This was because of World War II. Other nations soon 
set up stations. They wanted to protect their claims to 
the land and do research.

 The International Geophysical Year (IGY) was 
from July 1957 to December 1958. During this time, 
12 nations agreed to work together on studying the 
continent. More than 5,000 scientists worked in 49 
stations. On December 1, 1959, 12 nations signed the 
Antarctic Treaty. They agreed to continue to work to-
gether.

 An International Polar Year (IPY) was held from 
March 2007 to March 2009. More than 200 projects 
were completed. Thousands of scientists took part at 
both the North and South Poles.

 About 5,000 people do research in Antarctica 
in the summer. About 1,000 stay through the winter months. Scientists from 17 nations ran 36 sta-
tions in the late 1990s. The largest station is McMurdo. 

Scientists 
 • Meteorologists and climatologists study the atmosphere and weather conditions. They 

dig through layers of ice. This helps them study the way climates have changed. They also 
have been studying the “ozone hole.” This is a hole in the earth’s ozone layer. The hole 
comes back each spring and lasts for several months.

 • Geologists study landforms. They are also studying the movement of the plates of the 
earth’s crust.

 • Biologists study animals. Botanists study how plants react to extreme conditions.
 • Paleontologists study fossils. In 1991, an unknown dinosaur fossil was found. It was a 

theropod over 25 feet (7.6 m) long. It lived in the early Jurassic period.
 • Glaciologists study the layers of ice that cover the continent. 
 • Ecologists measure how humans affect the polar environment. Psychologists study how 

living in a polar region affects humans.
 • Physicists study auroras, cosmic rays, and radio waves.
 • Bacteriologists study bacteria and viruses. 

Scientists recovering a meteorite in Antarctica
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Governing Antarctica: Close-Up

 Argentina, Australia, 
Britain, Chile, France, New 
Zealand, and Norway have 
made territorial claims in 
Antarctica. They say they own 
some of the land in Antarctica. 
This was based on their early 
explorations and research.  
Other nations have also done 
research on the continent. 
They have not made land 
claims. The United States 
does not support any nation’s 
claim to land. They believe it 
should be free access for all 
who want to do research.
 
 Many nations took part 
in the International Geophysical Year (IGY). The goal was to study the earth and its environment. 
Twelve of the nations signed the Antarctic Treaty on December 1, 1959. Washington, D.C., was 
the place where the treaty was signed. It went into effect in June 1961. By 2000, 15 more nations 
had joined. Another 17 nations agreed to follow the treaty.

Some of the major points of the Antarctic Treaty were: 
 • Antarctica would be used for peaceful purposes only. There could not be any military ac-

tions or bases.
 • Nations would have the freedom to do research.
 • Research information would be shared.
 • The treaty would not support or deny any claims to the continent.
 • There would be no nuclear testing. 
 • There would be free access for nations to observe and inspect.

 The treaty members have made many decisions for the continent. They have tried to con-
serve and protect the natural resources. Fishing zones have been created. Limits and bans on the 
hunting of some animals have been set. This has helped protect seals.

 There are mineral and oil deposits. Member nations had concerns about mining and drill-
ing on the continent. In 1991, the nations of the Antarctic Treaty signed an agreement. They would 
avoid any mining activities for 50 years.


