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The Continents: Close-Up

 A continent is a big mass of land. 
It is completely or mostly surrounded by 
water. There are seven continents. The 
continents make up just over 29% of the 
earth’s surface. 

Landmasses
 • The continents are North Ameri-

ca, South America, Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Australia, and Antarctica. 

 • Subcontinents: Greenland and 
the India-Pakistan area 

 • Microcontinents: Madagascar and
  the Seychelles Islands 
 • Oceania: Island groups in the Pa-

cific Ocean 

How Were the Continents Formed?
 At one time, people believed the continents were formed by natural disasters. They blamed 
it on floods, earthquakes, and volcanoes. In 1596, Abraham Ortelius said that the continents fit 
together like a puzzle. He said they had once been joined. Later, they were torn apart.

 Alfred Lothar Wegener later wrote a book. In his book, he wrote about a new theory. He 
called his theory the “Continental Drift.” He believed that the earth had once been one super con-
tinent. He named it Pangaea. This is a Greek word. It means “all lands.” He believed that the large 
landmass was a lighter rock. It floated on a heavier rock. It would be like ice floating on water.

  He believed that the big masses of land 
were still moving. They moved at a rate of 
about one yard each century. He believed that 
Pangaea existed in the Permian Age. It slow-
ly divided into two parts. The upper part was 
named Laurasia. The lower part was named 
Gondwanaland. 

  By the Jurassic Age, the big masses of 
land had moved into seven continents. They 
“drifted” to where they are now.

  Most scientists agreed with this theory. 
In the 1960s, mountain ranges were found 
on the ocean floor. This suggested that the 

Wegener’s theoretical continent, Pangaea, during 
the Permian Age (white outlines indicate current 
continents)
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earth’s crust was made up of about 20 
slabs.  These slabs are called plates.

 This led to a new theory. The the-
ory is known as “Plate Tectonics.” It sug-
gested that these plates move a few inches 
each year. The plates move apart, collide, 
or scrape against each other. 

 Scientists have found out that most 
volcanoes occur along the plate boundar-
ies. Recently, there have been earthquakes 
at the plate boundaries near Indonesia and 
Japan. These have caused tsunamis that killed hundreds of thousands of people. Scientists hope 
that further study will help them better understand the Earth’s story.

The earth’s crust consists of about 20 plates. Plate tectonics suggest that these plates move a few inches 
each year.

Landmasses during the Jurassic Age
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The Continent of Africa: 
Close-Up

 If you put the continents in order by 
size, Africa would rank second. Only Asia 
is larger. Africa covers over 11,677,000 
square miles (30,243,000 sq. km). There 
are several islands around Africa. The larg-
est island is Madagascar. It is located off 
the southeast coast. Africa contains 23% 
of the world’s total land area. It is three 
times as large as the United States. 

 The equator divides Africa in half. 
The most northern point in Africa is 35° 
North. The most southern point is 36° 
South. The Mediterranean Sea is on the 
north coast. The Atlantic Ocean is on the 
west coast. The eastern coast is bordered 
by the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, and the 
Indian Ocean. There is only one part of Af-
rica that is not surrounded by water. It is a small land border that joins Egypt and Israel.

The Land 
 • Africa is mainly plateau land. It does have narrow coastal plains. There are a few mountain 

ranges. The highest point in Africa is Mount Kilimanjaro. It is 19,341 feet (5,895 m) above 
sea level. The lowest point is Lake Assai. It is 502 feet (153 m) below sea level.

 • The Sahara is the world’s largest desert. It covers over 3,500,000 square miles (9,065,000 
sq. km). The Sahara covers one-fourth of Africa. It cuts through the northern part of Africa. 
This divides Africa into northern and southern regions. The northern regions are much 
more highly developed.

 • Southern Africa also has deserts. These include the Namib and Kalahari Deserts.

Rivers
 • The main rivers of Africa are the Nile and the Congo. The Congo River is also called the 

Zaire. The Nile is the world’s longest river. It is 4,160 miles (6,695 km) long. The Congo 
River is 2,718 miles (4,374 km) long. It drains much of central Africa. The Niger River is 
2,600 miles (4,184 km) long. It empties into the Gulf of Guinea.

Lakes
 • The largest lake in Africa is Lake Victoria. It is the third-largest lake in the world. The lake 

covers over 26,800 square miles (69,400 sq. km). 

Waterfalls
 • Africa has one of the world’s most famous waterfalls. The falls are on the Zambezi River. 

David Livingstone was a Scottish explorer. He named them the Victoria Falls.

The Continent of Africa: Close-Up
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Africa’s Climate Zones

Africa’s Climate: Close-Up

 Africa has many types of climates. The 
almost flat land and several ocean currents 
help to keep the weather from changing. 
Much of Africa is in a tropical zone.  This type 
of climate tends to stay the same all year. 

 The temperatures in Africa range from 
94°F (34°C) in Ethiopia to 51°F (11°C) in Mo-
rocco. The rainfall ranges from 404 inches 
(1026.16 cm) in Cameroon to 0.1 inches (2.5 
mm) in the Sudan.

 In most of the regions north of the 
equator, the rainy season is from April to 
September. South of the equator, the rainy 
season is from October to March. In regions 
near the equator, it can rain every day.

Climate Zones
 • The mildest climate is found in the 

northwest and southwest regions. 
These Mediterranean climate zones have mild temperatures. They have wet winters and 
dry summers.

 • The central part of Africa and much of the island of Madagascar have tropical rain forests. 
In the rain forest areas, the average temperature is 80°F (27°C). The average rainfall each 
year is 70 inches (178 cm). 

 • North and south of the rainfall area is a tropical savanna climate. A savanna is a hot re-
gion like a tropical forest. It only gets large amounts of rainfall for about half the year. It has 
a dry season the other half.

 • As you get farther away from the equator, the regions have a drier climate. This type of cli-
mate is known as a steppe climate zone. The rainfall is about 15 inches (38 cm) per year. 
Most of the rain in the steppe arrives in one season.

 • Africa also has huge desert regions. In deserts like the Sahara, the rainfall is less than 10 
inches (25.4 cm) each year. It can get over 90°F (32°C) in the summer. It gets below freez-
ing in the winter.
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Africa’s Resources: Close-Up

 Africa has more natural resources than the other con-
tinents. It has many of the world’s largest mineral reserves.

Mineral Resources
 • Africa has large reserves of titanium, uranium, and 

radium. 
 • It has about one-half of the world’s gold. Africa has 

over one-half of the world’s supply of diamonds.
 • It provides about 50% of the world’s chromite. This is used to harden steel.
 • Africa has about 10% of the world’s copper. 
 • Other main mineral resources include tin, lead, and bauxite. Aluminum is extracted, or 

taken, from this ore. Phosphates are also mined and used for fertilizer.
 • There are large deposits of clays, mica, and salt. 
 • Most of the mines are run by foreign nations. The African governments want Africans to run 

the businesses.

Fossil Fuels
 • Africa also has many large reserves of fossil fuels. There are some deposits of coal and 

natural gas. It also has large deposits of oil. 
 • Libya, Nigeria, Algeria, and the western coast are the main places for Africa’s oil indus-

tries.
 • Most of Africa’s oil-related industries are run by foreign nations. The African governments 

want their own people to run the businesses.

Forests 
 • One-fifth of Africa is covered with forests. Very little of the trees can be used to make money 

for the people who live there. Mahogany is a rare hardwood that is exported. Many of the 
trees have been burned as fuel. The forestry industry has grown in recent years. Cutting 
down too many trees is becoming a serious problem.

Fishing
  • The fish that are caught are used for food by the peo-

ple of Africa. Even people who catch fish for a living sell 
their fish for local use. The number of fish farms is grow-
ing. Some foreign countries fish off the coast of Africa to 
make money. 

Exports
  • Most of Africa’s exports, or things shipped out, are min-

erals. About one-half of the money made from minerals 
comes from mining in South Africa. Gold and diamond 
mining are the largest industries there.

Africa’s Resources: Close-Up

Chromium comes from chromite ore.

Rough Diamond
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Africa’s Industries: Close-Up

 Africa’s exports are about 52% of its trade. Exports 
are items sold and shipped to other countries. Imports to 
Africa make up about 48% of its trade. Imports are brought 
in from other countries. Most of the trade is with European 
nations.  

Agriculture
 Agriculture is Africa’s largest industry. Most of the 
food grown goes to feeding the people of Africa. The num-
ber of people is growing faster than farmers can grow food 
to feed them. 

 • African farmers grow some crops for export. The main export crops are bananas, cacao, 
and coffee. In recent years, land has been cleared for crops, such as rubber and palms.

 • In northern Africa, dates and olives are some of the main crops. Herds of goats and sheep 
are also raised in the region.

 • In the savanna regions, two of the crops grown are corn and peanuts. Herds of camels, 
cattle, pigs, and sheep live in the region.

 • South of the savanna, some of the crops grown are rice and yams. 

Mining and Petroleum
 • Mining and oil are both growing industries. 
 • Africa supplies much of the world’s gold and diamonds. 

Manufacturing
 • Africa had very little manufacturing for many years. Its raw materials were sent to Eu-

rope. They had to buy back finished goods at high prices. This kept many of the people 
poor. Since their independence, many of the national governments have wanted items to 
be made locally. They really want building materials, tires, and canned goods to be made 
inside Africa. They also want textiles to be woven or knitted by the people of Africa.

 • The number of heavy industries has also gone up. They build machines and transportation 
equipment. A lot of these items have been built in South Africa.

Hydroelectric Power
 • Africa has a great potential for making hydroelectric power. This power comes from mov-

ing water. Since 1960, many dams have been built on African rivers.

Transportation
 • Transportation is another industry likely to grow bigger in the future. There are few paved 

roads. There are not many roads linking the nations within the continent. 
 • New railways and highways that span Africa are planned. Some of the roads and railways 

are already being built.

Africa’s Industries: Close-Up

Satellite image of the Aswan High Dam 
built on the Nile River
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Africa’s Animal Life: Close-Up

 Africa is the home to more types of ani-
mals than any other continent. The numbers of 
wildlife have gone down in the last few years. 
Hunting and poaching have lowered the number 
of animals. Poaching is the illegal killing of ani-
mals to sell skins or tusks. Farming has pushed 
out animals from their natural settings. As more 
land is used for farming, it leaves fewer places 
for animals to live.

Several national parks have been set up to help protect animals. If this was not done, the animals 
could have become extinct. The parks also want people to visit. They want people to be able to see 
the animals in their native settings. Also, scientists are better able to study the animals. 

Wildlife Facts
 • The savanna is the home to most of Africa’s wildlife. Large numbers of animals, such as 

cheetahs, elephants, and giraffes, roam all over the region.

 • Some of the animals living in the northern regions are camels, goats, and sheep.
           Bats, monkeys, and gorillas live in the rain forest regions.
           
 • Most people know about the wild animals of Africa. Most of the animals living in Africa are 

tame. Farmers raise large herds of pigs, cattle, goats, and poultry for food.

 • Africa is also the home to many harmful insects. Colonies of ants build huge anthills. Termites 
and locusts plague many areas. Certain mosquitoes carry diseases, including malaria. The 
tsetse fly transmits sleeping sickness. Both humans and animals can become ill from the 
bite of this fly.

 • Africa is home to many colorful tropical birds. The ostrich is com-
mon in the eastern and southern regions. The ibis is a bird native 
to the Nile Valley. It was once worshipped by the ancient Egyp-
tians. Some of the birds are hunted as food. Many of the species 
of birds harm crops.

 • There are many rodents in Africa. They carry diseases like cholera. They also destroy 
crops.

 • African reptiles include lizards, crocodiles, and several types of snakes. Pythons live in the 
western region. Many other African snakes are poisonous.

 • There are more than 2,000 types of freshwater fish. The fish are caught for food.

Africa’s Animal Life: Close-Up
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The People of Africa: Close-Up

 In 2011, more than 1 billion people lived in Africa. It is the second-largest 
continent. It has one-fifth of the world’s land. Yet only 12% of the people in the 
world live in Africa. Health care is improving. The population is growing 2.5% 
each year. It is the world’s fastest-growing continent.

Population
 • People from many different backgrounds live in Africa. There are over 

3,000 different ethnic groups. They speak about 1,000 languages. 
 • Most of Africa’s people live in rural areas. But it now has over 50 cities with over one million 

people living in them. The largest city is Cairo, Egypt. There are 14.5 million people living 
in and around this city.

 • North of the Sahara Desert most of the people are lighter skinned. They are a mixture of 
Arab and indigenous people. These are people who are originally from the area. One 
group is the Berbers. The culture of the northern region is more like the Middle East than 
the rest of Africa. The region south of the Sahara is known as sub-Saharan Africa. It has 
about 80% Africa’s people. These people are darker skinned. There is a variety of ethnic 
groups. 

 • People of European descent live throughout the continent. This is because Europeans colo-
nized many of the African countries. 

 • Many of the ethnic groups are linked by kinship. They are often formed into clans or “tribes.” 
The word tribe is not really correct. Anthropologists are scientists. They study human be-
ings, their works, and cultures. They use the term “societies.”

Society
 Scientists divide African societies into six major types. They are divided based on the main 
work of the members. Some societies include hunters, gatherers, and herders. There are also fish-
ers and planters. In modern times, the societies have become much more mixed.

Religion
 The people of Africa follow three main religious paths. Many Africans believe in Christianity. 
It has over 380 million followers. The Islamic faith has over 330 million followers. The native tradi-
tional religions have over 98 million followers. They believe in one major power or spirit and many 
lesser spirits.

Education
 Less than half of the people of Africa can read and write. This is lower than any of the other 
continents. The leaders in Africa are working hard to improve the education of their people.

Health
 Africa has the highest death rate of any continent. This is due to poor health 
care and poor diets. Many Africans starve to death during famines. Lack of san-
itation also causes the death rate to climb. AIDS is one of the leading causes of 
death in many African nations. The African nations and the United Nations are 
working together to improve living conditions. This will help lower the effects of 
diseases.

The People of Africa: Close-Up
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African Culture: Close-Up

 Africa culture has many different parts. Much of its 
culture has to do with ethnic groups. The Islamic religion 
is important in the arts in the northern regions. Traditional 
native beliefs influence the arts south of the Sahara Desert.

 Many of Africa’s artists are returning to native themes. 
Others are now combining the older with the modern styles. 
People all over the world like African art and music.

Art
 • Many of the artists make items for other members of their society. Some of these types of 

art are masks and pottery.
 • Much of the art serves a useful purpose. Baskets and pottery are examples of this type of 

art. Masks are used in religious ceremonies. 
 • African artists use many types of materials. Some of the items used are gold, beads, and 

ivory. 
 • African textiles have both woven and printed designs. Many of the designs show the status 

of the wearer. The Kente cloth was a special design once worn only by royalty. It was a 
brightly-colored cloth. It had gold threads woven into its design.

Music and Dance
 • Traditional music and dance are important parts of African daily life. 

Often people sing while they work. 
 • Rhythm is a great feature of African music. Often the rhythm of a 

selection is shown by hand-clapping. Drums are an important part 
of African music. A wide range of horns and stringed instruments 
are also used.

 • Much of African music is performed by groups. “Call and response” 
is often used in African music. The leader sings a phrase. The cho-
rus then sings a phrase in response.

Literature
 • African literature came from a long oral tradition. Stories were told 

by members of one generation to the next. Later, these stories were 
written down. 

 • Many African poets, novelists, and authors of nonfiction are being 
published and read now. Four African writers have received Nobel 
prizes for literature. The first author to win one was Wole Soyinka in 
1986.

African Culture: Close-Up



CD-404170  ©Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 31

Exploring Africa: Alternate Version Download The Nations of Northern Africa: Close-Up

The Nations of Northern Africa: Close-Up

 Northern Africa is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea. The Atlantic Ocean is 
on the west. The Red Sea is on the east. The Sahara Desert is on the south. The region includes 
the countries of Morocco, Algeria, Libya, and Egypt.

 This region is Africa’s most densely populated. The major ethnic groups include the Arabs 
and the Berbers. The Berbers probably came into the region from Asia over 4,000 years ago. The 
Berbers and Arabs came together and formed the Moorish Empire. They did this about A.D. 700. 
Africa’s northern coast has a warm Mediterranean climate. This has made this part of Africa popu-
lar with tourists.

 Egypt has more people living in it than any other country 
of northern Africa. Its capital city is Cairo. It has over 14.5 million 
people. This makes it Africa’s largest city. The Nile River has been 
important to the lives of the Egyptians for over 6,000 years. The 
ancient Egyptian civilization grew along the banks of the Nile. The 
pyramids, tombs, and temples they built bring thousands of tour-
ists to the country each year. Half of the people live in Cairo and 
Alexandria. The other half lives in small towns and villages along 
the Nile. One of Egypt’s major products is oil.  

 In January and February 2011, a revolution took place in Cairo. Protesters accused the 
president, Hosni Mubarak, of corruption. He finally resigned and left the country. He was later ar-
rested and put on trial for crimes against the Egyptian people. The army took over the government. 
They promised reforms and new elections in 2012. There are still protestors demanding that the 
army turn over the government to officials who are elected by the people. 
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 Libya is mainly desert. Most of the people live on a nar-
row strip of land bordering the Mediterranean Sea. The capital 
and largest city is Tripoli. It was ruled by the Turks for about 
500 years. It became an Italian colony in 1912. It was then ruled 
by Britain and France after World War I. It gained its freedom in 
1951. There are huge oil reserves. Libya and much of the West-
ern world do not get along with each other. 

 In 2011, Libyan rebels began fighting against the ruler of Libya, Muammar el-Quaddafi. The 
United Nations provided air strikes to help the rebels. They were trying to keep Quaddafi from kill-
ing his own people. The rebels wanted him to give up his position as leader. In August 2011, the 
rebels forced Quaddafi to go into hiding. Quaddafi was captured and killed on October 20, 2011, 
by members of the Libyan National Liberation Army. The rebels took over the government. They 
formed the National Transitional Council. It will represent Libya until elections are held. Then a new 
consitution will be written.

 Morocco has a long coast on the Atlantic Ocean. It has 
a short coast on the Mediterranean Sea. The Atlas Mountains 
cover the center of the country. The capital city is Rabat. The 
largest city is Casablanca. Morocco produces most of the 
world’s phosphate. There is a large fishing industry. In 1956, 
it gained freedom from France. Arabic is the official language. 
Many of the people are descended from the Berbers.  

 Algeria is one of the larger African nations. Over 90% 
of it is desert. Algeria has two major oil fields. About 97% of all 
the exports are oil and natural gas. Algeria grows many crops. 
Some of the crops are wheat, dates, and figs. Farmers cannot 
grow enough food to feed the people. The nation has to import 
a large amount of food. Algeria had a long, bitter war to gain its 
freedom. In 1962, it became free from French rule. 

 Tunisia is the smallest nation in northern Africa. It covers 
63,170 square miles (163,610 sq. km). In 1956, it became free 
from French rule. The capital city is Tunis. Two of the main ex-
ports are lead and oil. Some of the crops grown are grapes and 
olives. More people are visiting this country each year. 

 Protests that began in December 2010 forced President 
Ben Ali to resign. The people were tired of a lack of jobs, in-
flation, and government wrongdoing. This protest led to other 
revolutions in Egypt, Libya, and other Middle Eastern nations.

The Nations of Northern Africa: Close-Up
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The Nations of West and Central Africa: Close-Up

 There are many 
nations in west and cen-
tral Africa. They are Be-
nin, Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Cameroon, Central Af-
rican Republic, Congo 
(formerly Zaire), Gabon, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guin-
ea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory 
Coast, Liberia, Maurita-
nia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, and Togo. Many 
were once European 
colonies. After the 1950s, 
they gained their indepen-
dence. Several nations 
are profiled below.

 The region has 
also been the site of con-
flict. There have been 
rapid changes of govern-
ments. A large part of this 
region is covered by desert. A good share of the region is part of the Congo Basin. It is drained by 
the Congo River. Another name for this river is the Zaire River. Most of the people live along the 
Atlantic coast.

 Cameroon was once the site of slave trading by Euro-
pean and American nations. It became a German and later a 
French colony. It gained its freedom in 1960. Its economy was 
growing faster than any other African nation through the 1980s. 
Some of the main products are oil, cocoa, and coffee.

 Central African Republic is one of the few landlocked 
nations of Africa. This means 

that it has no coastline. It has regions of rain forest and savanna. 
A wide range of plants grow there. Some of the main crops are 
cotton, coffee, and rubber. Some of the minerals they are now 
mining are coal, uranium, and diamonds. The nation gained its 
freedom in 1960.

The Nations of West and Central Africa: Close-Up
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          The Democratic Republic of the Congo was known as 
Zaire until 1997. It was a Belgian colony from the 1880s until 
it gained its freedom in 1960. Most of the people are farmers. 
A large dam on the Congo River provides hydroelectric power. 
The Congo has many mineral resources. Some of these are 
diamonds, gold, and iron. About half of the land is covered by 
trees. Wood exports are a major part of its economy.

 Ghana was a British colony for 113 years. It became free 
in 1957. The official language of Ghana is still English. Ghana’s 
main crops are cacao and coffee. One of its main industries is 
mining. Gold and diamonds are both mined there. Ghana native 
Kofi Annan was the Secretary General of the United Nations from 
1997 to 2006. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2001.

 The Ivory Coast is the world’s largest grower of ca-
cao. This is used to make chocolate and cocoa. It is also the 
world’s third-largest producer of coffee. The Ivory Coast was a 
French colony for many years. It became free from French rule 
in 1960. 

 Liberia is the oldest 
black republic in Africa. It was settled in 1822 by freed slaves from 
the United States. It became a republic in 1847. English is the of-
ficial language. Its main industry is large rubber tree farms. After 
many violent changes of government, democratic elections were 
held in 2005.

 Nigeria has more people than any other nation in Africa. 
It is the seventh most populated nation in the world. Nigeria is 
one of the world’s largest exporters of oil. It was once a British 
Colony. It became free in 1960.

 Sierra Leone is a small nation on the Atlantic coast. Its 
climate is mainly tropical rain forest. It gets about 100 inches (254 
cm) of rain during the rainy season. The British set up Freetown in 
1787 as a place for former slaves. Sierra Leone became free from 
British rule in 1961. Since then, there have been many coups and 
civil wars. One of the main industries is mining. Some of the main 
crops are cacao, coffee, and rice.

The Nations of West and Central Africa: Close-Up
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The Nations of East and Southern Africa: Close-Up

 Some of the nations of east and southern Af-
rica are talked about below. Many of these nations 
have gone through or are now in unstable times. 

 Angola is one of Africa’s larger countries. It 
has many natural resources. Two of the main crops 

are coffee and sugar 
cane. Some of the min-
eral deposits are dia-
monds, gold, and oil. An-
gola received freedom 
from Portugal in 1975. 

 Ethiopia is one of Africa’s Christian nations. 
It also was one of the few African nations to avoid 
becoming a European colony. Some of its crops are 

coffee, figs, and grapes. 
The highland area sup-
ports large herds of 
sheep and cattle. This area has had many droughts since the 1970s. It 
had a severe famine in 1984. 

 Kenya gained its freedom from British rule in 1963. Farming and tourism are Kenya’s major 
industries. Kenya has many large national parks. The parks have been set aside to protect the 
wildlife. Tourists like to visit these parks. Some of Kenya’s main crops are coffee, corn, and tea. A 

series of civil wars broke out in the early 1970s. Nairobi is the capital 
city. In 1971, the United States Embassy in Nairobi was bombed. Re-
forms in 1997 led to a more stable government. In 2007, a government 
with leaders from both major parties was formed. A new constitution 
went into effect in August 2010. In 2011, refugee camps were set up for 
victims of drought and famine in the region.

 Madagascar is a large island. It is located in the Indian Ocean off the 
coast of Africa. Most of the people living on the island are from Asian 
roots rather than African. This island was under French control from 
1885 until 1960. The main industry is farming. Some of the crops grown 
are cloves, coffee, and vanilla.

 Mozambique became a colony of Portugal in the 1500s. It gained 
its freedom in 1975. There have been many droughts and some severe 
floods. Some of the main crops are corn, cotton, and tea.

The Nations of East and Southern Africa: Close-Up
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 South Africa has a more varied and gentle climate than most of the rest of Africa. Cape 
Town is the legislative capital. It is one of the world’s richest nations in natural resources. More 
diamonds are mined here than anywhere else in the world. It also has large reserves of chro-

mium, copper, iron ore, and gold. South Africa was under British control 
from the early 1800s until 1910. In 1948, the government made a policy 
called apartheid. This was meant to keep the racial groups separate. 
Non-whites did not have many human rights. Apartheid ended only af-
ter years of protests from within. Economic sanctions put in place by 
other countries also helped to bring it to an end. Multiracial elections 
were held in 1994.

 Sudan is Africa’s largest nation. Khartoum is the capital city. It is located where the White 
Nile and Blue Nile Rivers meet. The people of Sudan mainly make their 
money by raising crops. Cotton is the main export. The northern and 
southern regions of the nation are not alike. Northern Sudan is hot and 
dry. Nubian clans live in the area. Northern Sudan has a mix of Arab 
and African cultures. There is a strong Muslim influence. The southern 
region gets much rainfall. There are many native ethnic groups. These 
differences led to civil wars. The western region of Darfur continues to 
have trouble. Refugees settled in camps there. Armed forces from the 
government killed people of certain ethnic groups. This is called geno-
cide. In January 2011, the people of southern Sudan voted for indepen-
dence. The north and south separated in July 2011. South Sudan is 
the name of the new nation. The nations are still arguing over the exact 
borders.

 Tanzania was formed by the joining of two Republics in 1964. Tang-
anyika and Zanzibar joined to form Tanzania. Zanzibar is the world’s 
largest producer of cloves. 

 Uganda is the location of Africa’s largest 
lake. The name of the lake is Lake Victoria. It 

was a British colony until gaining its freedom in 1962. Some of the main 
crops are coffee, tea, and tobacco. 

 Zambia used to be called Northern Rhodesia. It joined the Common-
wealth of Nations after gaining its freedom from Great Britain in 1964. 
The nation has large reserves of cobalt, lead, and zinc. Even though it 
has mineral wealth, most of the people live on small farms.

 Zimbabwe was the British colony of 
Southern Rhodesia. It gained its freedom from British rule in 1980. The 
country is rich in minerals and farmlands. Its civil wars had destroyed 
the nation’s economy. It has recovered in recent years and may soon 
become one of Africa’s leading nations.
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