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Title 
Ideas

This Way to 
Fluency

Exploring 
Fluency

Fluent Readers: 
This Way

The Road to 
Fluency

Where Can 
Fluency Take 

You?

Figuring Out 
Fluency

• Laminate the 
Signs of a Fluent 
Reader Mini 
Bulletin Board for 
durability.

• The Signs of a 
Fluent Reader 
Mini Bulletin 
Board can be 
displayed on a 
wall or bulletin 
board.

• Use the 
reproducible 
pattern [page 
4] for a student 
reference.

• Use pieces of 
the Signs of a 
Fluent Reader 
Mini Bulletin 
Board to create 
fun curriculum 
activities. 

Putting It
Together
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MINI BULLETIN BOARD
RESOURCE GUIDE

PERFECT FOR 

CLASSROOMS WITH 

LIMITED DISPLAY 

SPACE.

CD-110384

Comprehension

I emphasize       and bold words.

I pause at commas.

I stop at periods. 

Attention
to Detail

I read in smooth phrases.

I don't read too s l o w
or too fast.

I read like I speak.

I don't sound like a r-o-b-o-t.

I use my voice to show
characters' feelings.
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Display the Signs of a Fluent Reader Mini Bulletin 
Board set on a bulletin board for students to 
easily reference. Assemble the pole using the 
wooden accent pieces, place the header on 
top, and add the fluency signposts from top to 
bottom. Place the related accent pieces below 
each signpost. (Note: The border color of each 
accent piece matches the background of the 
signpost piece for easy assembly.)

Activities
Voice Lessons  Tape the fluency activity flag 
accent pieces to wooden craft sticks and place 
them in a cup in a fluency center. As students 
work on fluency passages, allow them to 
choose a random fluency accent flag and read 
the passages as directed. Or, for a  whole-class 
activity, choose one activity flag and have 
students read their passages to partners as 
directed. Switch and repeat with a different 
activity flag. Encourage students to refer to the 
Signs of a Fluent Reader bookmark 
[page 4] to ensure they are reading fluently. 
To add additional activity flags, make copies 
of the flag accent piece [page 3] on cardstock 
and program them with additional fluency 
challenges.

Fluency Ups and Downs  Program index cards 
with 30–35 fluency phrases and/or sentences 
students should practice. Record Start and Finish 
on index cards. Place the cards in a pocket chart 
to create a large grid of phrases, with Start at the 
bottom left, and Finish at the top right. Draw a 
few simple ladders and slides on construction 
paper, cut them out, and tape them between 
cards to create the classic game board. Color 
two to four wooden craft sticks different colors 
to use as game markers. In pairs or small groups, 
students should take turns rolling two dice and 
moving their markers. Students should say each 
phrase they pass as they move their markers. If 
they land on a ladder, they can skip up to that 
space. If they land on a slide, they must slide 
back to that space. The first player to reach 
Finish wins. Use the game as a fluency center 
during language arts rotations and trade out the 
phrases, adding new ones throughout the year. 

Nonsense Inflection  Like using nonsense 
words to practice decoding, nonsense phrases 
help students recognize and use punctuation 
to change inflection. Program a sentence strip 
with several random sight words, adding a 
punctuation mark after each word. For example, 
when? or! did. that? are! Place the strips in a 
center and have students read them, using the 
correct inflection for each word. For non-readers, 
use groups of letters (DEF? HIJ! XYZ.). For more 
advanced students, use nonsense phrases (jump 
the hat! bird and muffin. soup popcorn?). 

Finding Phrases  Make copies of a short passage 
and distribute them to students. Read the first 
section aloud. Then, reread it, pointing out the 
phrases. Have students draw a line between 
each phrase. Then, have students work with 
partners to divide the rest of the passage into 
phrases. Finally, have students practice reading 
the phrases fluently to partners. If students 
need additional help identifying phrases, write 
a sentence on a sentence strip. Cut it apart 
between the words and place it in a pocket chart. 
Allow students to place gaps where they think 
the phrases begin and end, and then try reading 
their phrases. They can move the gaps as needed 
until the phrasing sounds natural. Repeat with 
different sentences as needed.

The Path to Fluency  Record fluency phrases 
on large foam shapes or sheets of foam cut 
into squares. Place the shapes in a path on the 
ground. Have students start at the beginning 
and say each phrase before they can stand 
on that shape and read the next one in line. 
Challenge students to see how many they can 
read correctly in 1 minute. Work with students to 
set goals and see if they can improve their scores 
over time. 
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Using the Signs of a 
Fluent Reader Mini 
Bulletin Board
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