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parentheses
parentheses

(
) (A partial set is shown.)

Putting It Together

• Laminate the Problem Solving Bulletin Board for 
durability.

• The Problem Solving Bulletin Board can be displayed on a 
wall or bulletin board.

• Refer to the diagram above for a picture of the Problem 
Solving Bulletin Board.
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Problem Solving  
Bulletin Board
RESOURCE GUIDE

Title
Ideas

The Keys to 
Problem Solving

Math Is Everywhere!

Prove It!

Add, Subtract, 
Multiply, or Divide?

Operation: Problem 
Solving
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Display the symbols as a year-round reference or in a math center.  As your students identify more 
key words, write them on the blank pieces with a permanent marker and add them to the symbols. 
For older students who work with more complex equations, make a copy of the parentheses 
accent piece [page 4] and add it to the display. Use the reference charts to help students work on 
problem-solving strategies. 

Note that using key words to solve problems is only part of the strategy. Some problems do 
not have key words. Some key words will not provide the correct operation if students don’t 
understand what the problem is asking for. Students should understand the context of the 
problem as a whole before choosing an operation. See the activities below for practice with 
understanding context in word problems.

Context Matters
What’s Going On?  Display the following 
problem: Trey has 34 pencils. He has 12 fewer 
pencils than Sabina. How many pencils does 
Sabina have? Have students identify the 
key word (fewer) and the related operation 
(subtraction). Identify the numbers in the 
problem (34 and 12) and write the equation 
34 – 12 = ?. Have students solve the problem 
(22 pencils) and discuss if the answer makes 
sense. Point out that the problem says Trey has 
fewer, or less, pencils than Sabina. So, 22 pencils 
doesn’t make sense because 34 > 22. Have 
two students use manipulatives to act out the 
problem and find the correct answer 
(34 + 12 = 46 pencils).

Beginning, Middle, End  To help students solve 
word problems with unknowns in all positions, 
introduce using story structure to solve word 
problems. Draw a three-box graphic organizer 
on the board. Label the boxes Beginning, Middle, 
and End, from left to right. Explain that word 
problems are like stories because they also have 
a beginning, a middle, and an ending. Display 
the following word problem: The bakery sold 
45 cupcakes on Monday. They had 3 cupcakes 
left over. How many cupcakes did they make on 
Monday morning? Have students identify the 
numbers to place in each section of the graphic 
organizer. You don’t know how many cupcakes 
they made at the beginning of the day, so place 
a question mark or variable in the Beginning 

space. During the day, they sold 45 cupcakes, 
so write 45 in the Middle section. At the end 
of the day, they had 3 cupcakes left, so record 
3 in the End section. Discuss what happened 
and identify the correct operation and related 
equation (? – 45 = 3). Solve (48 cupcakes). 
Have students practice with several more word 
problems.

Restate It  Write a word problem on chart 
paper. As a class, identify the question. Explain 
that it can be helpful to rephrase the question 
as a statement before you start solving so you 
know what information you are looking for. 
Cut the question off of the problem. Then, cut 
the words apart and reorder them to create 
a statement. Leave a blank space or place a 
sticky note with a question mark in place of the 
answer. For example, the question How many 
chairs will they need for the meeting? becomes 
They will need ? chairs. (Note: You may discard 
some unnecessary words, as in the previous 
example.) Divide students into small groups. 
Give each group a word problem and a sentence 
strip. Each group should work together to 
identify the question, record it on a sentence 
strip, and cut it apart in order to rephrase it as 
a statement. Allow groups to share their word 
problems and statements.

Using the Problem Solving 
Bulletin Board 

Blackout  Display a word problem on the board. 
Cover or black out all of the text except for the 
numbers, any key words, and the question. 
As a class, discuss how easy or difficult the 
problem would be to solve and why. Have 
students rate how confident they would be 
about getting the correct answer and explain 
their ratings to partners. Then, uncover the 
blacked-out portions and discuss how the new 
information would change their understanding 
of the problem and how they would solve it. 
Emphasize that looking only at numbers and 
key words can cause errors when solving word 
problems. 

Word Problem Practice
Mat Masters  Create problem-solving mats for 
math centers. On a sheet of card stock, draw 
an empty box at the top. Below the box, draw 
a blank number line. Divide the remaining 
spaces into four boxes, leaving a space at the 
bottom to record the answer. Label the boxes 
below the number line with strategies your class 
is working on, such as Draw a Picture, Make a 
Chart, Equation, Tape Diagram, etc. Laminate the 
mats and place them in a center with 
dry-erase markers and word-problem task cards. 
Students should choose a card and place it in 
the space at the top. Then, they should solve the 
word problem using the strategy of their choice 
on the mat.

All about Me  Have students record numerical 
information about themselves, such as number 
of siblings, street addresses, phone numbers, 
birth dates, number of pets, how many states 
they have visited, etc. Then, students should 
use their numbers to write four or five word 
problems about themselves. For example, I have 
to do 4 chores each week. How many chores do I 
do in 4 weeks? Have students record the answers 
on a separate sheet of paper. Display the answer 
sheets as flaps on a bulletin board titled “Who 
Am I?” Place students’ pictures or names under 
the answer sheets. Put the word problems in a 
pocket by the bulletin board. Allow students or 
visitors to choose a word problem sheet, solve 
the problems, and match the answers to figure 
out who the word problems are about.

Picture It  Gather photos from newspapers, 
magazines, websites, etc. Display the photos 
in a center with writing paper. Have students 
choose a photo and use it to write a word 
problem. For example, if a picture shows a 
basket of puppies, a problem could read A dog 
had puppies. There were 3 black puppies and 6 
puppies with spots. How many puppies were there 
in all? Add the problems to the display near the 
related picture for other students to read and 
solve. Place the CUBES chart and copies of the 
bookmark [page 3] in the center for students to 
reference when solving the word problems.
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