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Title 
Ideas

Building Blocks 
of Paragraph 

Writing

Ready, Set, Write!

Ms. _____’s 
Writing Club

Paragraph 
Builders, Inc.

Everyone’s a 
Writer!

• Laminate the 
Paragraph 
Writing Mini 
Bulletin Board for 
durability.

• The Paragraph 
Writing Mini 
Bulletin Board 
can be displayed 
on a wall or 
bulletin board.

• Use pieces of 
the Paragraph 
Writing Mini 
Bulletin Board 
to create fun 
interactive 
activities. 

Putting It
Together
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CD-110348

MINI BULLETIN BOARD
RESOURCE GUIDE

PERFECT FOR 

CLASSROOMS WITH 

LIMITED DISPLAY 

SPACE!
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Display the Paragraph Writing Mini Bulletin 
Board posters and corresponding examples on 
a bulletin board for students to easily reference. 
This bulletin board can be used interactively 
by having students position the parts of the 
paragraph “house” or match transition word 
cards to the appropriate categories.

Activities
Building Blocks  Cut large sentence strips into 
pieces that can be assembled to look like a 
house. Cut one piece to resemble a roof. Use four 
other strips to resemble the rest of the house. 
On each piece, write a part of a well-organized 
paragraph: a topic sentence, three supporting 
sentences, and a closing sentence. Read them 
aloud (but out of order). Then, ask students to 
take turns assembling the pieces in the correct 
order.

This Old Paragraph  Review the parts of a 
paragraph. Show how the house pieces from 
the Paragraph Writing Mini Bulletin Board 
go together. Discuss how, in the same way a 
carpenter builds a house, students can build 
paragraphs. Distribute blank copies of the 
paragraph “house” patterns [page 4] to each 
student. They should write a topic sentence 
on the basement piece that clearly states what 
the paragraph will be about. Then, have them 
write three supporting details on the three floor 
pieces. Next, have them write a closing sentence 
on the roof piece, restating the topic sentence. 
Finally, have them cut apart the pieces and 
assemble their paragraphs.

What Color Is Your Paragraph?  Distribute 
copies of newspapers and magazines. Have 
students locate paragraphs. Have them highlight 
each topic sentence, and then highlight the 
supporting details in a different color. Finally, ask 
them to use a third color to highlight the closing 
sentence. 

Ready, Set, Write!  Give each student five 
sentence strips: one green strip, three yellow 
strips, and one red strip. Suggest that the parts 
of their paragraphs can be written in the order 
of stoplight colors. Have them write the topic 
sentence on a green strip, supporting sentences 
on the yellow strips, and a closing sentence on 
the red strip. Green is for “Go!” Red is for “Stop!” 
Allow students to form pairs to practice putting 
each other’s paragraphs together in the correct 
order.

Take Turns!  Write a list of topics on the board 
to prompt any of the three writing types, such 
as UFOs, homework, sports, superheroes, cooking, 
sharks, allowance, bats, etc. Divide the class into 
groups of five. Have each team choose a topic. 
The first student will write the topic sentence; 
the next three students will write supporting 
sentences; and the last student will write the 
closing sentence. Then, have groups share their 
paragraphs with the class. Display the paragraphs 
around the Paragraph Writing Mini Bulletin 
Board.

Keeping It Together Write a simple paragraph, 
without transition words, on the board. Read 
it aloud. Then, explain that mortar holds 
the bricks of a house together. In that same 
way, transitional words hold the sentences 
of a paragraph together. Review the list of 
transitional words in the Paragraph Writing 
Mini Bulletin Board. Ask students to rewrite the 
paragraph using transitional words to connect 
the sentences. Allow students to share their 
paragraphs with the class. Display the paragraphs 
around the Paragraph Writing Mini Bulletin 
Board.

Practice Makes Perfect  Allow time at the end 
of the day for students to practice writing perfect 
paragraphs. They might journal about their own 
lives. Or, you may wish to give them writing 
prompts that are broad (my family) or specific 
(a missing lunch box). Save the paragraphs in a 
portfolio or bound book so students can see how 
much their writing improves over the year.
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Using the 
Paragraph Writing 
Mini Bulletin Board Activities
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