
Putting It Together

• Laminate the Nonfiction Text Features Bulletin 
Board for durability.

• The Nonfiction Text Features Bulletin Board can be 
displayed on a wall or bulletin board.

• Refer to the diagram above for a picture of the 
Nonfiction Text Features Bulletin Board.
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Use the word bank to label the text features.
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Poster Parade Reinforce students’ research 
skills with a quick text features activity. Divide 
the vignettes between small groups. You may 
want to keep vignettes from the same category 
grouped together. Have each group become 
experts on their text features and find out all 
they can about them. Provide groups with small 
(22” x 14”) posters. For each text feature, they 
should create a poster with the vignette as the 
central piece and add any additional information 
and examples they can find. Have students 
present their posters and teach the rest of the 
class about their text features.

Make a Match After students have learned 
about nonfiction text features, reinforce their 
new knowledge with an interactive matching 
game. Display the magazine page poster from 
the bulletin board set. Place all of the labels 
in an envelope. Call on students to choose a 
random label from the envelope. Have each 
student place a small amount of poster putty 
on the back of the label and then stick it to the 
matching text feature. Continue until all labels 
have been correctly matched to text features. 
Or, instead of using poster putty, cut lengths of 
yarn. Tape one end of each piece of yarn to the 
back of each label. Display the magazine page 
poster in the center of the bulletin board, and 
staple the labels around the poster. Choose a 
student to tape the free end of each piece of 
yarn to the appropriate text feature.  

Gallery Walk After introducing various 
nonfiction text features, ask students to keep 
an eye out for features they may come across 
throughout the day or at home. As students find 
features, use a digital camera to take pictures 
of the pages they found them on. Then, print 
out copies of the pictures and have student 
‘sign’ their contributions to the gallery. You may 
also choose to have students add details like 
where they found the feature or how it aided 
their understanding. Display photos on a bulletin 
board, grouping similar text features together. 
Title the display Features We Found. 

Crack the Case Set up a mystery in your 
classroom and invite students to solve it. Before 
class, gather several nonfiction books with 
varied subjects. Make copies of different text 
features in the books, which will serve as clues. 
Provide only small excerpts, such as a keyword 
or a few entries from the glossary, instead of an 
entire page. Make sure there are enough clues 
for each student to have one. As a class, review 
nonfiction text features. Allow individual students 
to select a clue. Have students use their clues 
to find other students with clues from the same 
book. Then, groups should work together to 
figure out what kind of book their text features 
may be from and why. Allow groups to share 
their text features, guesses, and reasoning with 
the rest of the class.

Hunting for Text Features Before class, gather 
nonfiction books from the school and classroom 
library and place them in different stations 
around the classroom. Provide students with 
copies of the Text Features Scavenger Hunt 
reproducible (page 3). Challenge students to 
search the provided books to find all of the 
nonfiction text features listed. Have small 
groups of students rotate from station to 
station, spending a set amount of time at each 
one. Encourage them to find as many examples 
of each text feature as they can. After students 
have rotated through all areas, allow them to 
share their finds with each other. 

Text Features Scavenger Hunt  
Check off each text feature as you find it. Then, describe the feature you found. 
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