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Encouraging Summer Reading
Literacy is the single most important skill that your child needs to be successful in 
school. The following list includes ideas that you can use to help your child discover 
the great adventures of reading.

• Establish a time for reading each day. Ask your child about what he or she is 
reading. Try to relate the material to a summer event or to another book. 

• Let your child see you reading for enjoyment. Talk about the great things that you 
discover when you read. 

• Create a summer reading list. Your child can choose books from the reading list 
(pages ix–x) or head to the library and explore the shelves. Ask your child to read a 
page or two from a book before choosing it. A general rule is if he or she does not 
know five or more words on the page, the book may be too difficult. 

• Encourage the reading of newspaper and magazine articles, recipes, menus, 
and maps on a regular basis to show your child the importance of reading for 
information. 

• Direct your child to books that relate to his or her interests or experiences. For 
example, if you are going camping, find a book about camping. This will help your 
child develop new interests.

• Visit the library each week. Let your child choose his or her own books, but do not 
hesitate to ask your librarian for suggestions.

• Encourage your child to join a summer reading club at the library or a local 
bookstore.

• Encourage your child to read Anne Frank (10 Days) from the reading list. Then, 
borrow Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl from the library. Compare the book 
by David Colbert with Anne’s diary, written in her own words. How are the two 
accounts of her life similar? How are they different? If possible, also look for a movie 
version of Anne Frank’s story, and compare it to the books about her life. What are 
the advantages and disadvantages of reading a story versus watching it?

• Ask your child to play the role of a professional book critic. Choose a book from the 
reading list and write a detailed review of it. Give an opinion about the quality of 
the book and support it with examples from the text. Share the review with a friend 
or family member who may enjoy the book.

Summer Reading List
The summer reading list includes fiction and nonfiction titles. Experts recommend that 
students entering the eighth grade read for at least 30 minutes each day.

Decide on an amount of daily reading time for each month. You may want to write 
the time on the Monthly Goals page at the beginning of each section.

Fiction

Alcott, Louisa May 
Little Women

Almond, David 
Skellig

Appelt, Kathi 
The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp

Avi 
Crispen: The Cross of Lead

Blos, Joan W. 
A Gathering of Days: A New England 
 Girl’s Journal, 1830–32

Boyne, John 
The Terrible Thing that Happened to  
 Barnaby Brocket

Burnford, Sheila 
The Incredible Journey

Clements, Andrew 
Things Not Seen

Cooney, Caroline B. 
The Face on the Milk Carton

Creech, Sharon 
Walk Two Moons

Crew, Linda 
Children of the River

Cody, Matthew 
Will in Scarlet

Cushman, Karen 
The Midwife’s Apprentice 
Catherine, Called Birdy

Funke, Cornelia 
The Thief Lord

Cody, Matthew 
Will in Scarlet

Greene, Bette 
Summer of My German Soldier 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson 
Among the Hidden

Hiaasen, Carl 
Scat

Hunt, Irene 
Across Five Aprils

Kadohata, Cynthia 
The Thing About Luck

Lee, Harper 
To Kill a Mockingbird

L’Engle, Madeleine 
A Wrinkle in Time

Lowry, Lois 
Number the Stars

Myers, Walter Dean 
Somewhere in the Darkness
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Summer Reading List (continued)
Fiction (continued)

O’Dell, Scott 
Sing Down the Moon 
Streams to the River, River to the Sea:  
 A Novel of Sacagawea

Paterson, Katherine 
The Master Puppeteer

Paulsen, Gary 
Brian’s Winter 
Hatchet 
The Monument

Peck, Richard 
A Year Down Yonder

Pullman, Philip 
The Golden Compass

Rawls, Wilson 
Summer of the Monkeys

Riordan, Rick 
The Lightning Thief

Rushdie, Salman 
Haroun and the Sea of Stories

Selznick, Brian 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret

Smith, Charles R., Jr. 
Rimshots: Basketball Pix, Rolls, 
 and Rhythms

Sperry, Armstrong 
Call It Courage

Tan, Shaun 
The Arrival

Taylor, Mildred D. 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Taylor, Theodore 
The Cay

Twain, Mark 
The Prince and the Pauper

Yates, Elizabeth 
Amos Fortune, Free Man

Nonfiction

Albee, Sarah 
Bugged: How Insects Changed History

Aronson, Marc 
The Griffin and the Dinosaur: How  
 Adrienne Mayor Discovered a  
 Fascinating Link Between Myth and  
 Science

Castaldo, Nancy 
Sniffer Dogs: How Dogs (and Their Noses)  
 Save the World

Colbert, David 
Anne Frank (10 Days)

Curlee, Lynn 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

Hautzig, Esther 
The Endless Steppe 

Hecht, Jeff 
Vanishing Life: The Mystery of  
 Mass Extinctions

Herriot, James 
All Creatures Great and Small

Holtz, Lou 
Winning Every Day: The Game Plan  
 for Success

Monthly Goals
A goal is something that you want to accomplish and must work toward. Sometimes, 
reaching a goal can be difficult.

Think of three goals to set for yourself this month. For example, you may want to 
exercise for 30 minutes each day. Write your goals on the lines. Post them somewhere 
that you will see them every day.

Draw a check mark beside each goal you meet. Feel proud that you have met your 
goals and continue to set new ones to challenge yourself.

 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

 3. ______________________________________________________________________________

Word List
The following words are used in this section. Use a dictionary to look up each word  
that you do not know. Then, write three sentences. Use at least one word from the 
word list in each sentence.

appreciated 
auspicious 

critical 
foreboding 

mingle 

novel 
ominous 
perilous 

secretion 
trepidation

 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________

 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________

 3. ______________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________
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