As summer blazes to an end and excited faces fill your
classroom, engage students in writing! Focus on topics
that will cause children to appreciate unique events this
month, get to know each other better, and to settle into
their new routines. Happy new school year!

August is a good
time to help students
compile a Top Ten
Ways to Beat the Heat
list. Have each student come up with five
usual (eat ice cream) or unusual (sit on
ice cream) ways to cool off. Post all the
ideas on a bulletin board and have students come by and vote for their favorites
by putting check marks and their initials
by two of them. Tally the votes to create
a Top Ten list and publish it in your
August newsletter. Reward the class for
their contributions with a cool treat
such as ice cream!

Students can show off their problem solving skills with this
activity. Have students come up with their own back-to-school advice by pretending to be
newspaper columnists. Write the following letter on the board and have each child compose
a response. Place the responses in a center and allow students to enjoy reading the advice.

The first week of August is National Smile Week. Ask
students to list three-five things about being back in school
that make them smile and to then create a poem from
that list. Have each child write her finished poem in the
shape of a smile.

The beginning of a new school year
is an ideal time to make new friends.
Discuss the value of friendship with
the class and ask students to write
about a time when they either
needed a friend or were a friend.
Call on volunteers to share their
special stories.

Create an editor’s checklist for
students to use when turning in work.
Include items such as:
Name and date are on my paper.

National Watermelon Day is August 3. Students may be interested to know that watermelons
are 92% water, and the world record for the largest watermelon is 225 pounds. Serve
watermelon as a special snack and then supply students with red, green,
and black construction paper to make watermelon slices. Ask students
to write similes (comparisons using like or as) about watermelon
on the slices. For example, watermelons taste like sunshine, are
as red as roses, as juicy as..., as sweet as..., etc. Post the crafts
and the facts about watermelon on a bulletin board
titled Watermelon—What a Melon!
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I have checked my spelling.
All sentences have the correct
punctuation mark at the end.
Every sentence begins with a capital
letter.

I read the sentences, and they make
sense.
Have students use the checklist and
make any corrections before turning
in their work.

Take a trip to the shore!
Have students staple and
decorate a piece of colorful
paper to resemble a beach
umbrella. Staple this page
over a sheet of writing
paper. Have students write
about what is under the
beach umbrella when the
umbrella is lifted.
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